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SERMON . wy n 
I. A New Heart, the Chile's Beſt Portion; a Sermon 
to Children, Ezek. xxxvi. 26, . | 
II. The Lord's Prayer, Matt. vi. 9-13. 5 
III. The Danger of Formality and Hypocriſy, Matt. vii, 
ö N 21. 2 1 — p % — . K 
IV. The Phariſee and Publican, Luke xvili. 13. 
| V. Teal for the Salvation of Sinners, Rom. x. 1. | 
VI. The Prodigal Son; or, The Penitent joyfully re. 
ceived, Luke xv. 24. | | 
VII. Chriſt the Way to God and Heaven, John xiv. 6. 
VIII. Coming Sinners welcome to Chriſt, John vi. 47. 
IX. The vain Excuſes of Sinners expoſed, Luke xiv. 18. 
X. Chriſt the Bread of Life, and the Nature of Faith in 
e him, Jolin vi. 27. | E | 
XI. A Si mer changed by Grace, 1 Peter iv. 3, 4. 3 


THE rapid ſale of the Volume excites a hope in the 
_ Awthor's breaft, that his labours have not been in vain in 
the Lo:d. He takes this opportunity of expreſſing his thank- 
falneſs to God, and his obligations to the candour of the 
public. It gives him ſenſible pleaſure to think that ſo many 
- , "ſerious Chriitians are employed, from day to day, in the 
inſtruction of their neighbours, by reading theſe and other 
Sermons to them; and he hopes that private individuals and 
families may reap ſpiritual advantage from perufing them. be 
fayourable reception of the former Volume, together with the 
reqneſt of ſeveral reſpected fiiends, and the hope of further 
uſefulneſs, have induced him to publiſh twelve more Diſ- 
- - courſes. They are all upon very important ſubje&s ; the firſt 
is adclreſſed to Children, and the laſt is intended as a check to 
Infidelity. They are a little longer than the former Sermons, 
. -Teveral perſons having complained that they were too ſhort. 
May a gracious God vouchſafe his bleſſing ! 
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EZEKIEL xxxvi. 26. 
A new Heart will 8 


M. dear children, I hope you will mind what I 


* going to ſay to you, I am going to read 
you a ſermon made on purpoſe for children, and 
1 ſo plain, that I hope you will underſtand it all- 


I ſuppoſe: you know that you have ſouls which muſt 


live when you die, and mult go to heaven or hell for 
you not think it is right to mind 
your ſouls, ſo that they may not go to hell? I know 


th that you love to play, and it is 1 510 you ſhould play 


ſometimes; but you ſhould ſomething elſe be- 
ſides play. You know there is a God that lives in 
heaven, and it is he who gives you meat and drink, 
and clothes; it is he who keeps you from being ſick, 
and from dying; ; and he does this, that you ma 

have time to think of him, and pray to him. For . 
would have you know, that it is a terrible thing for 
God to be angry with you. It is a great deal worſe 
than for y 3 or mother, or maſter, to be an- 


they are angry; but God Alknighty can caſt you into 
hell, ta be burned in, the fire for ever . ever. 
Perhap ps you will ſay, I hope he will not do ſo to me. 
My dear children, I hope . too; and I read this to 


you, that 6 yo way know how to avoid that mikey 


when | ; 


> 


- 


Goſpe 


— 


- 
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and that you may learn the way to heaven. Now 
Jeſus Chriſt is the way to-heaven. He came down 
from heaven to ſave us from going to hell ; and he 
did this by ſuffering and dying for our fins, that we 
might not ſuffer for them ourſelves ;' juſt as if one 


of you was going to be beat, and puniſhed for doing 


wrong, and another perſon ſheuld, in love to you, 
and to keep you from being hurt, be beat in your 
ſtead, and fo you eſcape the puniſhment. The firſt 
thing that muſt be known in order to your being 
faved, is this, that you are ſinners; that you have 
« left undone what you ought to have done, and 
that you have done the things you ought not to have 
done.” When your parents have been angry with 
you for. doing wrong, you have, perhaps, thought of 

it afterwards, and have been very ſorry for it; and 
when you feel ſorry for it, you want them to for- 


give you, and you go to them and aſk their pardon, 


ou alfo promiſe to do ſo no more. Now there is 
ſomething in religion like this. We have all done 
what we ſhould not do, and God may juftly be angry 
with us; but © there is fofgiveneſs with him that 
he may be feared.” His dear Son Jeſus Chriſt bore 
his anger for us; and he ſends his ſervants with the 
„ that is, good news; telling us, that if we 

come to him by Jeſus Chriſt he will forgive us, and 
be kind to us, and help us to do better for time to 
come. Now the text I have read, is God's kind 
promiſe to his children. A new heart will I give you. 


Ihe word heart does not lignify a part of your bo- 
9 


dies, but it means the mind, the ſpirit, the diſpoſi- 
tion; that God will make it new, and right, and 
ood; ſo that you ſhould love, and ſerve, and en- 
joy him, both here and hereafter. It is the ſame 
thing that is in another place called being born agarn. 
You may remember reading, in the third chapter of 
St. John, that an aged man, named Nicodemus, 
came to Jeſus Chriſt by night, to be caught by 
3 5 him; 


— 


, SERMON XIII. 83 
bim; and that our Saviour ſaid to him, Yerily, verily, 
I fay unto thee, except a man be born again, he can- 
not ſee the kingdom of God. By this he meant a 
change of heart, which is made by the power and - 
grace of the Spirit of God. Now if the heart was 
not bad there would be no need to change it; but 
the heart of every perſon, of every child, is very bad, 
tilt grace alters it. We are all born in ſin, and love 


in, until we are born again; and then we love Chriſt, 
and every thing that is good. And you will obſerve, 


that being baptized, or chriſtened, is not- the ſame 
as being born again. Water cannot cleanſe or change 
the heart; it is “ an outward viſible ſign of grace,” 
but not grace itfelf. The nature of this gracious 
change I ſhall now explain to you, by deſcribing - 
both the old heart which God takes away, and the new 
heart which God gives. BL Yn ene 
I. The heart is by nature hard; it is compared in 
the words after the text to a /one, that feels nothing: 
the heart of man by nature has no feeling; that is, no 
feeling of ſpiritual things. A perſon who has no grace 
may be tender hearted to his fellow creatures, and 


„ weep with them that weep ;*” but yet not mind 


what God ſays to him in the Bible. The Bible fays 
we are all loſt and ruined ſinners; that the wrath of 
God abideth on us if we believe not; that God is 
angry with the wicked, and will turn them into hell. 
But how few people regard this. They eat and drink 
and take their pleafure, even on the Lord's day, as 
if nothing was the matter. Now is this not owing 
to the hardneſs of their hearts? If you were to ſee a 
poor. wretch at the bar condemned to die by the 
Julge, and he was to remain unmoved, or even 
augh in his face, you would think he had a very 
hard heart. Now this is the caſe of every ſinner. 
My dear children, is it not your caſe ? You are * by 
nature children of wxath, even as others; but when 

| N 3 PINT was 
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was you concerned about it? You would cry and be 

very ſorry if your parents were angry with you, and ane 
threatened to turn you out of doors, and never ſe yo. 
ou any more but how much worſe would it be if cor 
| God ſhould: ſay to you, . Depart from me, ye curſed, Lo 
into everlaſting burning © no 

The hardneſs of the heart appears alſo in not be- 
ing moved and melted with the goodneſs of God. wi 
O how good is God to us all! He makes the ſun to ha 
| - ſhine, and the flowers to ſpring, and the. corn and Je 
berbs to grow. It is he who gives us food by day, "yo 
and reſt by night; and © his goodneſs ſhould lead us 1 
do repentance. He has ſo loved the world, 16 
Wicked as it is, © that he {ent his only begotten Son, i pre 


that whoſoever believeth on him ſhould not periſh, Wb 
but have everlaſting life. And he has ſent his mi- | 
niſters to us with the glad tidings of this falvation, 
. and they warn us to flee from the wrath to come; 
© they invite and beſeech us to be reconciled to God. 
But how hard is the heart that remains unmoved with 
all this tender love and goodneſs. What ſhould you 
think of a child who treated a dear father or a kind 
mother with neglect and ſcorn, after they had ſpoken 
and behaved in the kindeſt manner to him? Would 
. you not think him very brutiſh and wicked? Well, 
thus finners treat the blefſed God. And have not you 
done fo? It is God who has led and fed you all your 
days. He gave ou kind parents and friends to care 
for you when infants, or you muſt have been ſtarved 
to death, aud periſhed for want. He gives you clothes, 
and food, and health, and pleaſure, and friends ; 
and he does more, he gives you his Goſpel, he ſends | 
you the word of falyation, he gives you opportunity 
to learn to read it, and hear it, and what return 
have you made for all this goodneſs ! O that your 
hearts may melt in godly forrow for ſin! May the 
; Lord give you ©the heart of fleſh,” the ſoſt heart, 


the 


the feeling heart, which « trembles at his word,” 


= e fears the Lord and his goodneſs.” Then will 


i you be afraid of the leaſt fin; you will aveid all bad 


company 3 you will not dare to take the name of the 
Lord in vain ; you will not play on the Sabbath day; 


nor will you behave badly to your parents, or 
Other 1 e And if you have this ſoft heart wes 


will be very ſorry for your fins, and ſorry to think _ 
have offended God, and ſorry to think that the bleſſed - 
Jeſus ſhould ſuffer ſuch ſhocking pains as he did for 


. Jour ſins. 4 


. The heart is by nature proud; but the new heart 


is humble. Man, as a creature, has no cauſe to be 


oud, much lefs as a ſinner, yet we are all born proud. | 
here never was a perſon born without a proud heart; 
though ſome do not ſhew it ſo much as others. You 


that are children know how apt you are to be proud 


of new clothes, and fine things; and how fond you 
are of ſhewing them to othersy and as people grow 
up, they grow prouder ; proud of beauty, riches, 


learning, or office: yea, proud of being religious. So 
- you read of the Phariſee, who went up to the temple 


to pray, and with monſtrous pride ſtood by himſelf 
and ſaid, “God, I thank thee, that I am not as other 


men are, nor even as this Publican; and then he 


| boaſted of his good works. But God abhorred this 


proud wretch, while he. looked with compaſſion on 
the man whom the Phariſee deſpiſed, the poor Pub- 


lican, whoſe heart was broken for fin, and who had 
nothing to ſay for himſelf, but God be merciful 


to me a ſinner! Even children are proud] of their 


religion; they will boaſt of being better than their 


brothers and ſiſters ; they love to tell of their faults, ; 


and of their own goodneſs. - My dear children, why - 


do you hope to go to heaven? Is it becauſe you are 


not ſo bad as others; becauſe you ſay your prayers, 


and go to church or meeting ? If fo, you are proud; 
proud of your own righteouſneſs, which the Scrip- 
„ ty ot ture 
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ture calls Sky rags.” Now who would be proud 
of filthy rags? But the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is like 
a fine clean white robe; is not that better? And 
would you not be glad to have it? Pray then to God 
to clothe you with it. N 3 


\ 


The new heart is a humble heart. The perſon who 


has it thinks fo highly of the great and bleſſed God, 


the majeſty of heaven and earth, that he ſhrinks, as 
it were, into nothing before him. He has ſuch a 


view of the holineſs of God, and his commandments, - 


and ſuch a ſenſe of the wickedneſs and deceitfulneſs 
of his own heart, that he lies as it were in the duſt, 
<« abhors himſelf, and repents in duſt and aſhes.” 

III. The heart is by nature wor/dly. All natural 
men are called in Scripture— Men of the world, 


* whoſe portion is in this life: they think only of the 
world, they ſpeak only of the world, and all their 


defires are worldly. «© What ſhall we eat, what 
ſhall we drink, and Zow ſhall we be cloathed? After 


all theſe, and only ſuch things as theſe, do worldly 
men ſeek. In this caſe there is no heart for religion. 


« God is not in all their thoughts; and for the ſake 
of the world, they neglect the Goſpel, and loſe their 

own ſouls. Fhey are «careful about many things” 
with Martha, but do not chooſe “ the one thing 
needful with Mary. Now this is a fad ſtate to be 
in! If we love the world, the love of God is not 


in us, 1 John ii. 15. If we © mind earthly things,“ 


ſo as to make them our chief good, our * end will be 
deſtruction,” Phil. iti. 19. And fay now, my dear 
children, are not your hearts worldly ? Though you 
are not engaged in worldly buſineſs, yet your little 
hearts love only the things of this world. Are not 


play and pleaſure all you ſeek and delight in? Per- 


haps you do not like prayer ; either, you do not pray 
at all in ſecret, or ſatisfy yourſelves with a few formal 


words which you have got by heart, without feeling 
any deſire after Chriſt, and grace, and * 
rs s An 
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And when your parents pray in their families, as I 
hope they do, you do not regard what is ſaid; and 


when you are in the houſe of God, perhaps* you do 


not mind what the miniſter ſays, or content yourſelf 


merely with remembering the text. But this is not 


religion. The worldly heart muſt be taken away, 
and you muſt have a heavenly, ſpiritual heart, that 
delights in God and Chriſt, and prayer and praiſe ; 
in the word of God and fpiritual converſation. Blef- 
ſed be God, there have been many ſuch children; 
perhaps yon have read of them in © Janeway's Token 
for Children.“ The Lord make you like them; that 
ſo you may live to God, if you are ſpared to live lon- 


ger; or made fit for heaven, if he ſhould be pleaſed 
to remove you. | 


IV. The heart is by nature wicked; the Scriptute © 
ſays it is desperately wicked, F 2s xvii. 9. And our 
Saviour ſays, Matt. xv. 19, Out F the heart proceed 
evil thoughts, thefts, murders, and many other bad 


things. Now you know they muſt be in the heart, 


or they could not come out of it. Some people will 
tell you they have good hearts, even though they 
ſpeak bad words, and do bad actions. But this is a 
miſtake. A good tree bears good fruit; and a ſweet _ 
ſpring does not ſend forth bitter waters. Now every 
perſon's heart is wicked by nature; and if ſome peo- 
ple do not commit ſuch wicked actions as others, it 
is not becauſe their hearts are better by nature, but 
becauſe God would not let them be ſo wicked as they 
would; juſt as they chain up wild beaſts to keep them 


from deſtroying us. My dear children, you may ſee 


the truth of this in yourſelves. You know how apt. 


you are, or were once, to tell lies. 9 i 


you how to tell lies. You did it naturally. Now is 
not that a proof of a wicked heart. Lying is a great 
lin, It is a work of the devil, who is «a liar, and 


tze father of lies.” Lying is ſo hateful to God, that 


he will not let any Lars go to heaven, © nothing that 
| 1 maketh 


* 


. — 


= 
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E 7 maketh a lie, Rev. xxi. but he ſays, ver, 8, „ All 
_ liars ſhall have their part in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimſtone. O pray to God to forgive 


you this great fin, You may know that your hearts 
| mon when you are 


are wicked by your going into a 
eroſſed; and great anger is a degree of murder in 
God's eſteem, Matt. v. 22. But the wickedneſs of 


the heart appears moſt of all in its enmity againſt 


God; for St. Paul fays, Rom. viii. 7, © the carnal 
mind is enmity againſt God ;“ and have not you 
ihown this in your diſlike of religion, in breaking the 


Sabbath, in taking the Lord's name in vain, in diſ- 


obeying your parents, and in many other ways? See 
then how needful it is that you Id have a new 
heart; and the new heart is @ pure heart. Jeſus 
_ Chritt fays, Matt. v. 8, © Bleſſed are the pure in 
heart, for they ſhall ſee God.” Now the heart is 
e purified by faith.” When we ſee what a wicked 
heart we have, and are filled with grief and fear, then 
We fly for refuge to Jeſus Chriſt. Then God pardons 
our paſt {ins for his fake, and-gives us his Holy Spi- 
rit to make us hate fin, and fight againſt it; to make 
us deſire to know his will, and love to do it. Pra 
then with David, Create in me a clean heart, 
God, and renew a right ſpirit within me.” Pf. li. 
10. Remember, that © without holineſs no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord. e 
V. The heart by nature is deceitful; yea the Scrip- 


-- -ture ſays, deceitful above all things. It calls good evil, 


believ 
lieves 
faith © 
lievett 


and evil good. It cheats people with falſe pretences | Ar 
and vain excuſes; ſo that the way of the wicked t 
- ſeems right to them, although it leads to deſtruction, => « 
There is ſcarcely any ſinner, however great, that 8 
does not flatter himſelf all will be well at laſt, though I hte. 
God tells him to the contrary. On this account, © he and 
that truſteth his own heart is a fool.” But when the r | 
Lord gives a new heart, he makes it ſincere. A real - 4 


Chriſtian is like Nathaniel, of whom our * 


ed 
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ſaid, Behold an Iſraelite indeed, in whom there is 
10 guile ; that is, no allowed hypocriſy in his deal- 
«ps with God or man. | 
"VL and laſtly, The heart is naturally an unbeliev- 
ing heart. It is a fad thing that man ſhould be mure 
ready to believe the father of lies than the God of 
truth. It was by hearkening to the Devil that Eve, 
our firſt mother, finned „and there has been in man- 
kind ever ſince © an evil heart of unbelief in 

ing from the living God.“ It is plain that people do 
not believe God. If they believed what he ſays f 


ing they would not dare to practiſe it. If they be- 


lieved what he ſays of Chriſt, ſurely they would 
come to him for life and ſalvation. And the reaſon 
they do not, is, they © love darkneſs rather than light, 
becauſe their deeds are evil.” But the new heart is a 
believing heart. The Chriſtian takes God at his 
word, He believes his threatenings, and fears. He 
believes his promiſes in Chriſt, and hopes. He be- 
lieves his commandments, and obeys. Without this 
faith “ it is impoſſible to pleaſe God; for he that be- 
leveth not God hath made him a liar. But faith glo- 
rites God. © He that believeth,on Chriſt hath ever- 
laſting life; and he that believeth not ſhall not ſee life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him.“ John iii. 36. 


APPLICATION, 


And now, dear children, I have told you what 
ſort of hearts we have by nature, and what the Lord 
can make them. by his grace, I hope you will confi - 
der what I have ſaid, and conſider what hearts you 
have, Are they not hard, and proud, and 3 
and wicked, and deceitful, and unbelieving? I think 
jou muſt-own they are ſo by nature. And does not 
this ſhew you that you muſt be born again, and have 
a new heart? If your heart ſhould not be changed, 

| you 


member reading 
little children to him, and deſired him to bleſs them? 

And he ſaid, Suffer little children to come unto ni. 
Would you not be very glad if he was here now, and 
you could a 


© © and the world; O fave me, left I periſh. Take away 


to come. | 
big enough to be religious; it is time enough yet.” 
than you are in the grave. Beſides, you cannot be too 


Can you be happy too foon? Can you glorify God too 


ſtow it upon every one of you. Amen 


* 


12 A NEW HEART THE CHILD'S BEST PORTION, | 


you will more wicked as you grow older ; and if 
you ſho die in your ſins, you will be loſt for ever. 
But, my dear children, 1 hope better things. Do 
not you know that Jeſus Chriſt came © to ſeek, and 
to fave that which was loſt? And do not you re- 
that ſome good people brought their 


c go and kneel down to him, and ſiy, Bleſſad 
Teſus, bleſs me, even me alſo. Well, though he is in 
heaven, you may do this now. He is the ſame to-day 
that he was then. He loves little children as well as 
ever. And I beg and beſeech each of you, when you 0 
go home, to go into ſome private place, and kneel W Ae, 
_—_ and fay, Bleſſed Jeſus, I have a wicked heart, ar 
that 'makes me do- wicked things, and I ary afraid of cu 
thy anger: but I have heard in the Goſpel that thou 
haſt died for ſinners, to ſave them from hell, and fin, 


my heart of ſtone, and give me a heart of fleſh; a 14s 
heart to know, truſt, and love thee, that | may ſerve e 
thee in this world, and be for. ever happy in the world MW - + 

Let none of you ſay, I am not 61d enough, or not 
Dear children, you are not too young to die. Younger 
young to ſerve the Lord. Can you be ſafe too ſoon? 
much? Surely not. Well then, pray for a new heart. 


It is the beſt gift that God can give you, or you re- 
ceive; and may God Almighty, 2 Chriſt's ſake, be- 


7 — ” , 
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rr vi. 5 0 5 e bet. 


Aer this manner 9 ras 1 e: Ove Reber which 
art in heaven, | hallowed be Ho name. Thy kingdom 
eme. Thy will be dune in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us. 22 day our daily bread.” And forgive us 
aur debts, as ide forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for. thine 

is the N and _o power, and Tp. glory, for 


Ts 


RAYE E R to „ G0 is the wade duty of all 
men. « We live, and move, and 9 our 
deing in him. © Every good and perfect gift pro- 
ceeds from him. << Men ought den ways to 
pray, and not to faint.” We are ſo ſinful, that we 
always need . We are fo weak, that we 
nyo need help e are ſo empty, that we always 
need ſupplies. "We are ſo expoſed, that we always 
need protection. How reaſonable then that we ſhould 
continue in prayer. 
But we y need direction in. prayer. We 
know not how to pray, nor what to pray for, as we 
ought, © Therefore Chriſt has been pleaſed ta teach 
us in theſe words, which contain an excellent pat- 
" SERM, XIV, + 0 tern 


a ᷑blbe to 


- - FENCE, 


dare the ſwearer, the liar, 


— 


2 Nux LORD'S PRAYER,” - 
tern for prayer. Not that we are tied down to uſe 
theſe very Words, much leſs to uſe them always; 
but after this manner we are to pray. Now as many 
perſons conſtantly uſe r it may be very 
uſeful to explain it; becauſe it may be feared that 
a great many ſay the words without knowing their 
meaning, which is formality at beſt; and many 
- contradict every part of this prayer by their wicked 
lives, which is baſe hypocriſy. May we therefore 
de aſſiſted by the good Spitit rightly to underſtand 
it, that whenever _ Ain en dee we may 
offer up à reaſonable iri critce,.. accept- 
Gol by felas P 75 
I. Our Father, wha art in heaven. We ſhould - 
always begin our prayers with proper thoughts of 
God. And what thoughts of him are ſo proper 
as thoſe ſuggeſted by theſe words, namely, his 
ane and his greatneſs *. As a father, he is good, 
As a beavenh father, he is great, Thus are we 
taught to approach him with confidence and reve- 


As the Creator of all men, God may, in a general 
ſenſe, be called the father of all; but it is in a 
higher and ſweeter ſenſe that he is here called a 
father. We are to mg Hi in a goſpel view—God 
reconciled to believing ſinners through. faith in the 
blood of Jeſus Chritl. God is angry with the 
wicked every day. He does not look down upon 
them with a father's eye, nor, do they look up to 
bim with a child · like ſpirit: Therefore this prayer 
is not fit for the uſe of a man who lives in ſin, and 
| whoſe carnal mind is ea, aga/ott God. How 
the drunkard, call God 

a father. God will not own the relation. If ſuch 
men pray,. mi t not rather cry Our father 
which art in hell? for Chriſt ſaid ta ſuch perſons, 
Le are of your father the devil, and the luſts of 

your father ye will do.” John viii. 444. , 
5 oo | t. 2 ut 


- 4 - *, *;, ; 
- . 2 T3 1 2 * . 4 7 a 
- SERMON: XIV. TIRES bo. (af 


But when a perſon is"e6nvinced of his loſt eſtate . 
by ſin; when be is enlightened to know Chriſt as a2 


faviour ; and when by precious faith, he comes to 


God through him; then God is reconciled to him.; 
his anger is turned away, and he comforts him. 
Then he may look up to God as a merciful <P 
forgiving iniquity; tranſgreffion, and ſin;“ for © to 
as many as receive Chritt, and the atonement through | 
him, he giveth power to become the fons of God, 


even to them that believe in & name ;” and to ſuch 


only is „ the ſpirit” of adoption“ given, whereby 


they cry, „Abba, father,” For it is one thirig..to 


uſe the word father, and another to approach him, 
3 a loving child comes to a tender parent, with a 
perſuaſion of his being able and willing to ſupply 
his wants. To ſuch perſons this name is full of 
comfort z* for they are emboldened to believe, that 


af earthly parents, though evil, know how to give 


good gifts to their children, God our heavenly fa- 


ther is much more diſpoſed to do them good, and 


bleſs them with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriit Jeſus. 


But this name teaches us alſo the - greatneſs of 


God. Children ought to treat their earthly parents 
with great reſpect; but what reverence is due to the 
father of ſpirits,” 'whoſe! throne is in the heavens ! 
yea, “ the heaven of heavens cannot contain him.“ 
God is every where preſent'; he is not confined to 
heaven; but he is ſaid to dwell there, becauſe there 
he diſplays the brighteſt beams of his glorious ma- 


Jelly; and there angels and ſaints bow low before - 
his fee 


. t, crying day and night, “ Holy, holy, holy, 
is the Lord God Almighty !” Such thoughts as 
theſe! ſhould poſſeſs our minds when we fay, Our 
Father,. ubs art in heaven. Think of his goodneſs 
and his greatneſs when you pray. Take care to lift 
up your hearts to heaveh when you pray to him 
who dwells in heaven, or elſe your prayers w. 
never reach his throne. | 


62 u. Hallwdd- 
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. 4 THE LORD'S PRAYER. 


.  Hellewed be thy name This is the firſt pe- 
tition; and it is placed firſt, to ſhew us that our 
firſt and chief gere ſhould be "that God may be glori- 
fed, for that is the meaning of it. The name of 
God fignifies God himſelf; as he is pleaſed to make 
himſelf known to us by his names and titles, his 
words and works: for as à man is known by his 
name, ſo God has made himſelf known fo us in the 
goſpel. There all his glorious perfectioſis ſhine and 
unite. There he ſhews himdelf * a juſt God and a 
Saviour.” Now, to hallow God's name, is to ſanc- 
tify its to bold it ſacred: for to ſanctify any thing, 
is to ſet it apart from every profane and. common 
uſe. In this petition, then, we pray that God 
would enable us to glorify him in all things whereby 
dhe makes himſelf known. We muſt glorify him in 

our hearts by high, holy, reverent thoughts of him. 
Wie muſt eng him by our tongues, by always 
ſpeaking of him in the moſt ſerious manner. We 
muſt glorify him in all our actions; not only by acts 
of ſolemn worſhip, but by the moſt common actions 


of life; for, whether we eat or drink, all ſhould be 


done wich a view to the glory of God. 
Now, how dreadfully far from this are many who 


1 ſay this prayer, and who no ſooner get up from 


their knees than they profane and blaſpheme this 


holy name. Think of this, you 1 who- curſe and 


— or ta e the Lord's name in vain. When you 
may, in a thoughtleſs manner, ' God bleſs us] O God! 
. © Chriii !! &c. is this to hallo the name of God? 
Leave off praying, or leave off ſwearing; for thay 
alem: agree together. 

But let every one that fears God remember that | 
* glory of God is the firſt and chief thing that 
we are to alk for, and to deſire, and ſee, even be · 
fore our own good. Now, that we and others may 


do this, we are taught, in the next place, to pray, 


III. 7 Thy kingdom come! Nw this does not * 
| tte 
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tie kingdom of God's providence, which rules 
over all, this cannot be ſaid to come, for it is come 
already, and will never ceaſe; but it means that“ 
8 which Chriſt came to ſet up in 
the world. That kingdom of the Meſſiah, which 
the. pious Jews had long expected, and which, when 
this prayer was given to the diſciples, was ſaid to- 
be at hand. This kingdom of Chriſt did come ſoon 
after. - It was ſet up when Chrift aſcended to hea- 
ven, and the Spirit deſcended from it. But ſtill the 
prayer is as neceſſary as ever; for we pray that this 


extended to all the world. ee 
The kingdom of Chriſt is erected, on purpoſe to 


deſtroy the kingdom of Satan. The devil has 


uſurpec a dominion over alb mankind; and, though 
he does not now poſſeſs the bodies of mem as once 
he did, yet he “ ruleth in the hearts of the children 
of diſobedience, who are < led captive by him at- 
his will;“ and in ſome parts of the world he is ſtill 
worſhipped as God. Now, in order to deſtroy this 
infernal kingdom, Jeſus. Chriſt came into the 
world; he overcame Satan in all © his! attempts to“ 
ſeduce him; anck on the croſs he ſpviled- principa- 
lities and powers, and conquered wien he felt; he- 
deprived Satan of his power, and Jed captivity cap- 
tive. Wherever he ſends his goſpel, he proclaims- 
liderty; and wherever he gives his grace to any 
perſon, there Satan is dethroned: and being made“ 
willing to ſubmit to Chriſt, the beHever is tranſlated” 
out of Satan's kingdom of ſin and darkneſs into the* © - 
holy and happy kingdom of God's dear ſun. 
. Now, when we fay thy kingdom come, we pray that: 
the light, power, liberty, and glory of Chriit's ſpi- 
ritual kingdom may be more fully experienced“ in- 
our own hearts, more fully eſtabliſhed in our-own* 
fouls. - For, as one obſerves—© In worſhip:.we pay 
our homage to God. In the word, we come to 
a 3 FEA learn 


kingdom may be eſtabliſhed” in our own hearts, ang 
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learn his laws. 0 In the ſacraments, we renew Our | 
- oaths of allegiance. In almſ/grving, we pay him 
tribute. > In prayer, we aſk .his leave d and praiſe is 
rent to the great Lord, from whom we hold 


* 


Thus alſo we expreſs our ſoul's deſire for our 
poor fellow ſinners. Deeply affected with the ſtate 
ef Heathens, Jews, Mahometans, and wicked Chri. 
tians, we pour forth our ſouls in holy longings for 

« _ their. converſion,” earneſtly deſiring the joyful da 
when it ſhall be faid-»-*-T he — og of this wor| 
are become the kin of our Lord and of his 
Chriſt, and he reign for ever and ever.” 
Rev. xi. 15. 5 „ 3 
IV. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
God, the glorious maker of the world, has a right 
to govern it. His will is the proper rule of his 
Creatures actions; and it is obeyed by them all, ex- 
cept men and devils. God has made known his 
will to us in his word. The law of the ten com- 
mandments ſhews what obedience he requires of us; 
dut, as fallen creatures, we have rendered ourſelves 
incapable of perfect obedience to it, and ſo of ob- 


uiining life by it. God has graciouſly given us the 


law of faith, or the goſpel of . ſalvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt; “ and this 1s his commandment, that we 


_- ſhould believe on the name of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, 


_and loye one another.” - But the natural man re- 
fuſes obedience to this alſo; he is either uncon- 
cerned about falyation, or diſlikes. the way of it; 
and while he remains in this ſtate, he cannot do the 
will of God in any reſpect acceptable, © for with- 
out faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him.“ In ſhort, 
« the carnal mind is enmity againſt God; the will 
of the fleſh is directly contrary to. the will of God; 
but it accords with the will of Satan, ſinners being 
«led capiive by him at his will,” 1 
e ,\ ; , O 
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ur How neceſſary then is this petition — thy will be 

a done þ we pry ea 1. A deſire to 12 D 

is the Plalmiſt prays (143. 10.) Teach me to <.thy 

ld will, for thou art my. God;“ or, as converted Saul, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 2. A heart - 


ur to do it; a heart on which God has written his laws. 

te 1 remember a perſon who told me, when he was 

il. teaching bis child to ſay this prayer, and came to this 

_ tition — © thy will be done, the child refuſed. to 

a 17 it, and would have it, * my will be done.“ This 

1 poor ſimple child was far more honeſt than many of 

lis us, who ſay thy will be done, and yet determine to 

157 follow our own will: but the real chriſtian's deſire is, 
0 chat there were ſuch an heart in me, to fear 

W God, and to keep all his commandments always !”? | 

ht Deut. v. 29. We pray alſo, 7 For ſtrength to. do | 

FR the will of God; for “ to will may be preſent, and | 

X= t how to, perform that which is good we may not 

his d; but, knowing that the Lord worketh in his 

n- people both to will and to do, we hereby pray that he 

8j would “ make us perfect in every good work, to do 

es his will; working in us that which. is well pleaſing in 

b- his ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt. This petition alſo 

he includes holy ſubmiſſion to the will of his providence, | 

Us however affliftive, and that we may learn to bear it 


ve without murmuring, knowing that it is his will, and 
ſt, ſor our good. | 


e- Now, we pray for grace to do all this, in imita- 

n- tion of the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and of | 
t; the ſinleſs angels in heayen. God's will i5 done in q 
he beaven.”” The angels that excel in ſtrength do his | 
h- commandment ; hearkening to the voice of his word. 
rt, they do it humbly, cheerfully, diligently, conſtantly ; _ | 
ill and: ſo do glorified ſaints in heaven, © for. there his 

d; ſervants ſhall ſerve him.” So let it be ur meat and 

ng drink to do the will of our heavenly father, and to 


bear Chriſt's yoke, which is eaſy ; and his burden, 
| [5 "'V..Gize 
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V. G us this day our daily briad. This petition. 
implies e for food, and all the 
ſupports and comfarts of life. Man, as a fallen crea- 
ture, has forfeited the good thin of this life, and. 
deſerves to be deprived of them alt. Th The earth was 
curſed for man's fake, therefore .in ſorrow and labour. 
he cats of it; bur it is rough: the goodiieſs of God 
that he has power to labour; that rain from hea. 
ven - and fruitful ſeaſons are ever, granted. It is 
„ he who gives us our corn, and wine, and 

oilz” and, though. the man works hard for his 
daily bread, it is-no'lefs the gift of God. To him 
d we owe the "that makes our food plea- 
fant, and the power of e that makes it nou- 


Moderation in our deſires i is ßere expreſikd. We 
are not taught to aſk for riches and honours ; they 
are often the deſtructive ſnares' of thoſe who poſle! 8. 
chem; but we may tawfully aſk” for. food and rai- 
ment; for our heavenly. father knoweth that we- 
have need of all theſe things; ver. 323 and naving, 
theſe, we oughlit to be content. | 
We are not to aſk for w-etly, Bread, or month y. 
bread, or yearly, bread; but for daily bread: for we 
. mult not boaſt of to-morrow, or depend on future: 
Years 3 but live in daily dependanee on God, with- 
out anxious cares for a future time. Suffieient to 
the day is the evil thereof; and ſufficient for the 
is the good thereaf; ſo that we are to exerciſe ' 
 ourfelves in daily prayer; and receive every meal, 
and every morſel, as the gift of a good God, which 
will make it ſweeter. 
- The chriſtian will alſo aſl for bread for his ſoul 
as well as his- body. Chriſt is to the. believer's ſoul - 
what food. is to the body. He is © the bread of 
life ;* and if we are born of God; we ſhall daily de- 
fire to feed upon him in our hearts, by faith, wit 
thankſgiving. 
VI. "_ forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
Ware 
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debtors. This petition, is joined to the laſt by the 
word and, which may teach us, that without the for- 
giveneſs of ſins, the comforts. of this life can do us 
no real good; © for what is a man profited if he gain 
the whole world, and lofe his own ſoul! Every 
man is a ſinner. There is not a creature Who wants 
daily bread, that does not alſo want daily pardon 


and yet how few are as ſenſible of it! Sin is here 


compared to a debt. There is a debt of duty we. owe 
to God; and, in caſe of failure, we contract a new 
debt to the juſtice of God. The debts we owe to 
man expoſe us to miſery here; but the debts we owe 
to God expoſe us to eternal miſery ; for “ the wages 
of ſin is death.” And be it remembered, we are not 


able to pay a ſingle farthing of this debt: if ever we 


are delivered from going to the priſon of hell, it muſt 


be by a. free pardon, for ſo we here pray —© forgive 
u our debts; or, as it is elſewhere, © forgive us 
our treſpaſſes.” God will take no compoſition, We 


can make no amends, It is not taking care net 
to contract a new debt that will diſcharge an old 
one: this will not do with our neighbours, nor will 
it do, with God. Free forgiveneſs alone will pre- 
vent our puniſhment. But be it carefully obſerved, 
that though a. ſinner is juſtified freely, it is onl 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt.” It 


colts us nothing; but it coſt him dear. And it is 


only through faith in his blood that we can receive it. 
With believing, and penitent hearts we muſt go to 
God by Jeſus Chriſt, and plead for his "mercy for 
Chriſt's ſake. At the ſame time we are here taught 


what is the true diſpoſition. of a gracious ſoul —a 


forgiving temper — “ as we forgive our debtors ;* 


that is, as we forgive thoſe who have.injured us in 
our property, perſon, or name. Not that our kind- 


neſs to another deſerves forgiveneſs at the hand of 
God; but that, as we. cannot expect pardon from 
God, while we refuſe it to thoſe who aſk us for it; 


10 


we may humbly bope that if we are enabled by 

grace to forgive others, Ged, whoſe thoughts and 
ways are "infinitely above ours, will not reject our 
prayer for pardoning mercy through Jeſus Chriſt, 
II. And lead ut not int temptation, but deliver 
ur from evil. Thoſe whoſe fins are forgiven, will be 
afraid of ſinning again; and, knowing the power of 

. temptation, will pray to be kept from it. Now tems. 
_ Tation is any thing which makes trial of us, and 
© proves what is in our hearts. Afflictions are Go7's 


THE LORD'S PRAYER. \ 


trials of us, for our goed; but all Satan's tempta- 


tions are to lead us into evil. The perſon who uſes 
tis prayer aright, is afraid of fin ; knows the plague 
of his own heart; the power of his corruptions ; the 
"ſnares of the world, and the devices of the devil; 

+ and he offers up this petition to God, that he would 
keep him out of the way of ſuch trials as would 
be too hard for him; or grant ſufficient ſtrength to 
reſiſt and overcome the devil; «the evil one; the 
wicked one; the great tempter, ho goettr about 
| like a roaring lion, ſeeking whom he may devour.” 
But this prayer muſt be accompanied wich watching, 
and avoiding all wilful occaſions of ſin, or elſe words 
JJJJJ.;ͤ e 
VIII. The concluſion of the prayer is — For thin 
nit the kingdom, and the power, and the £979 for ever, 
Amen. I his ſhews us why we ſhould pray to God; 
and why we may hope to be heard. The #ingdm 
is his. God is king of all the world, and has a right 


do diſpoſe of all things in it. The power is his, as 


well as the authority; whatever our wants are, he 
can ſupply them; whatever our enemies are, he 
can ſubdue them. He therefore can anſwer our 
rayers; and as a loving father we hope he will. 
is then will be the glory. Whatever God does is 
for his on glory; and if we are diſpoſed to give 
him all the glory ef what he does for us, we may 
hope that our petitions will be granted. Thi 
GI | ; * kingdom , 


MN XV. IT 


5 want the power to help; and iF we 


ae ſaved, . we. ſhall never ceaſe to give him praiſe. 
The force of the whole prayer lies in the firſt and 


aft words of it — Our Ful her, and Amen. In the 
" firſt, we apply to God in Chriſt, as reconciled to us; 


in the /a/f we ſet our ſeal to the whole, and ſaß 
Amen; ſo let it be; ſo, we humbly hope, it hall be, 
for Chriſt's lake. - © | | | 
- ,.--..-4 APPLICATION. 15 
How. awefully is this prayer abuſed? Ignorant 
ple uſe it as a kind of charm; and think it 
enough to ſay the words, without conſidering the 
meaning. O beware, as you love your ſouls, of 
mocking God by thoughtleſs praying. Can you 
call him a father, while you obey the devil? Will 
you ſay, © hallowed be thy name,” and yet pro- 
fane it daily? What do you care for his kingdom, 
while you 3h to another; or talk of God's will, 
without wiſhing to do it? Do you not forget him 
when you eat and drink? Are you not careleſs 
about the forgiveneſs of your ſins, adding daily to 
the dreadful debt; and perhaps living in malice and 
wrath? How can you pray that God will not lead 
you into % 8. when you run wilfully into the 
way of it; frequenting the alehouſe, the playhouſe, 
the fair, the wakes, and the company of the lewd, 
the profane, and the drunken? Dear fellow-crea- 
ture, permit me to ſay, that thus contradicting your 
8 your life, you cannot expect to be heard: 
nay, God may juſtly ſay to you at laſt, Out of 
thine own mouth will I condemn thee, thou wicked 
ſervant.” But God forbid.! Think over this prayer 


before you uſe it again; and beg of God to enable 


you to ule it with underſtanding and ſincerity, .that 

the rich bleſſings aſked for in it may be your's, and 

God be glorified in your everlaſting ſalvation. * 
5 8 AR 1 ole 
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5 Thoſe who are * born of God,“ and have « the 
and ſupplication,”” teaching them to 


: # * it of 
= — e coinfine ee at all elites to et 
words; yet they may be uſed with great comfort and 


edification. God is your father; he is more diſpoſed 


to give than you are to aſk: plead that dear relation. 


be your firſt deſire; the increaſe of 
his ki 3 higbeſt wiſn. Let his will be 
done in love, by ſaints below as well as thoſe above; 
then fear not to depend on his providence for daily 
ſupplies. © There is forgiveneſs with him that he 
may be feared;” and he that, is for us is greater 
than he who is againſt us. Though ſurrounded 


Let his 


with ſnares, his ſheep are in his hand; and they 


ſhall be kept by his power, through faith, unto al. 


- 
4 


vation. Then ſhall Prayer be turned into. praiſe; 
e 


and all the ranſomed of the Lord ſhall unite in full 


chorus, and ſay, —* Thine is the kingdom, and 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 
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| MATTHEW vü. 21. 


Ne every one that faith tento me, Lord, Lord, ſhall = 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doth 
the Will of my Father, which is in Heaven, © 


TE have before us an eternal world, in which 
VV there are but two ſtates, the one inexpreſſibly 
happy, the other inconceivably wretched ; and in 
one of theſe each of us muſt very ſoon be fixed. 
But in which ?.---Is it poſſible we can be indifferent 
about knowing in which, when an hour, a moment, 
may place us in one of them? Perhaps you will 
ſay, How can a perſon know? 1 anſwer, it may be 
known; clearly known by the word of God: for 
in the ſcriptures the characters of ſaints and finners 
are exactly drawn. It is plainly laid down who 
ſhall go to heaven, and who ſhall go to hell; and 
having this rule, we are often exhorted to try our- 
{elves by it; „ to examine ourſelves whether we be 
in the faith; and thus. “ to make our calling and 
election ſure.” The words of our text are of this 
nature; and you will remember that they are the 
words of Jeſus Chriſt,. who is to be our qudge; fo 
that the ſame lips, which declared this to us, will 
- HERM. xv. | P pro- 


. f 
„ DANGER, OF. FOEMALITY, Se. 
pronounce upon each of us the ſentence of life or 
death. O chat we may now learn, what all the 
world ſhall then learn, chat true religion does not 
conſiſt in words, or profeſſion of regard to Chriſt, 
or in gifts, or zeal, or uſefulneſs ; but 1 in doing the 
will of God from the heart. 

I. We learn from theſe words, e the great diy 


there will he an earneſt» deſire in many to enter into th 
Lingdom of heaven. By © the kingdom of heaven” is 


_ _ fometimes intended kingdom of grace. in the 


church of Chriſt on earth}; but here it means the 
Mate of glory above, where Jeſus ſhall reign in all 
his divine glory, and all his ſubjects enjoy perfect 
bliſs. That this is referred to appears from the next 
verſe—4 Many will ſay unte me in that day, Lord, 
Lord.“ eee ee 
nor was ere need to 5 r all the 
| Kiſciples of C Chi know — is — 58 dy it. They 
are often hiking on that day when they ſhall “ ſce 


 _ the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great 


ry; © when the Lord: Jeſus ſhall be revealed 
om heaven with all his mighty 'angels in flaming 
fire. This is called the great. day; a day outs 
. grandeur,..a day of the. greateſt joy, and a 
of -the greateſt terror. It is alſo called the day of 
_ the Lorg, and the day of Chre/t. _ i 
the deuiſs day; when. ſinners triumph, and 
SE: 3 — — of the wicked: is ſnoit, 
prince of this wor be judged: 
O hew. careleſs are moſt. 2 about thi 
| S Seoffers abound in theſe latter times, and 
Ys ere is the promiſe of his coming? Now 
and then, indeed, a juſt. concern has prevailed - for: 2 
Seaſon; as under John's miniſtry, © the kingdom of 
heaven ſufferod violence, and all men were for preſ- 
ang into it. When a natiom has been frightened by 
an 2 or a plague, multitudes Have been 


alarmed for a while. A few 
85 L 


" Mir tends us to 


the Gb 


| will bring him into ju 


p Go , ITY 
r 6s 5540S 


kllobe® Mb. -Whitheld into the open fields to hear 


the word 3 and we have read of great awakenings ' 
in America and other places. O that we could now 
ſee the ſame! O that now, when the judgements 
of the Lord are abroad in the earth, this ſinful na- 
tion would tearn righteouſneſs . Ae £3 * « 
But O how will it be when the day comes? How 
will it be when the trumpet ſhall found ? What 
terror will feize the heart of the wicked man! Ah, 
will he ſay, is the dreadful day come at laſt ; the day 
F fo often heard of, fo often laughed at! O my 
folly! O my vain and hurtful luſts! For what have 
1 loſt my foul! for the ſake of my buſineſs, my 
pleaſures, my companions, I have loſt my ſoul, my 
heaven, my all. O that I never had been born! 
Puty perhaps, recovering himſelf a little, he may ſay 
Am not I a Chriſtian; was I not baptized; and 
confirmed, and did I not take the Sacrament ? Lord, 
Lord, open to me; but it will be too late; the door 
n ſhut : many ſhall hen ſeek to enter in, but ſhall 


bot be able. The judge will profeſs unte them, I never 


Inet ye * from me, ye workers of ny 1 And 
obſerve in the next place, that 
I. A mere profeſſion of religion will then be found 
mfuffierent. The judgement of men carries it now; 
but it is a ſmall matter to be judged of man's judg- 
ment. Man looks only at the outward appearance, 
but the Lord ſearcheth the heart; and he will then 
make the reſult of his ſearch public. The young 
man may now rejoice in his youthful luſts and plea - 
fures ; he may walk in the ways of his heart, and in 
of his eyes; but let him know, and O that 
he may conſider it, tfat “ for all theſe things, God 
dgement.“ Eecleſ xi. Vea, 
God will bring every ſeeret thing into 5 
What is ſpoken in the ear in the cloſet ſhall be pro- 
elaimed on the houfe-top; and then ſhall the ſecrets 


of all hearts be made manifeſt. Then ſhall ma 
that were firſt be laſt; and many that were laſt ſhall 


P 2 


be 


ru DANGER. OF FORMALITY, Ge. 


de firſt, Then ſhall the hypocrites be detected and 
xp Then ſhall a ſeparation be made betwern 
the tares and the wheat; between the ſheep and 
_ the goats; between the fooliſh and the | wiſe virgins, 
Tben ſhall he ſay to poor vain formaliſts, I never 
Ale you, Sc. But let us more particularly exa- 
mine the pretenſions of theſe people. 

It ſhould ſeem, that they uſed 10 pray; they uſed 
to ſay, Lord, Lord | It is eertainhy a bad ſigi for 


nun one that he does not pray; and it is generally a 


good fign when a perſon does pray; but it is not a 
certain _fign of grace. The wicked ſometimes 
pour out à prayer when God's chaſtening is upon 
them,” Afflictions will ſometimes extort prayers and 
vos, and many duties of religion; but when the 
uffliction is over, there is an end of their devotion; 
and they return to their ſins, as the dog to his vomit. 
So there may be tranſient convictions of ſin, and ter- 
riſic fears, of hell, eſpecially in the time of ſickneſs 
and apprehenſion af death; and theſe may lead not 
only to a temporary reformation, but to doing many 

things, . as | Herod: did when he heard John gladly, 


: : , and as numbers of perſons in popiſh. countries who 


do penanee for their ſins; but there may be all this 
and much more while men remain workers of ini- 
J 8 a -: 4 
l Again, theſe people appeared to be zcabus in re- 
igion, as the repetition of the word, Lord, Lord, 
ſeems to intimate; and we find in the next verſe, 
that they “ propheſied in the name of Chriſt.” Moſt 
of the prophets, eſpecially the ſtated. prophets, were 
holy men; but ſome eſpecially of the occaſional 
ones, as Balaam, Saul, and Caiphas, were wicked 
men. 80 were eme of the firſt preachers of Chriſti- 
anity; and ſo are many now. This is an aweful word 


for the carnal clergy of any church, and wicked 


preachers of any denomination-; and it ſhews that 
Leal for religion is no proof of ſincerity in it. * 


*. "I 


* we 
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Theſe men did more ſtill: -- they caſt out de- 
vils in Ohriſt's name When "Chriſt was upon 
earth; and for fome ages after, the devil was per- 
mitted to poſſeſs the bodies of men; but Chriſt and 
his apoſtles were able to caft them out; and fo did. 
common - Chriſtians for à long time after, ' by the. 
mention of his name. But this and other extraor- 
dinaty gifts were not confined to real Chriſtians 3, 
wicked profeſſors ſometimes did it, and here we ſob 
boaſted of it, and 'pleaded it; but the plea is not ad- 
3 WM mitted. Other “ wonderful works“ they alſe did ;. 
an for ſo the Lord permitted, in order to promote the 
15 prend of Ohtiſtianity; but what avalled all this, 
2 While" the devil was not caſt out of their own hearts, 
- and the wonderful works of God's grace had never 


A veen wrought in their own fouls. Men may be fa-. 
5 maus and uſeful in the church, yet, aftet all, be. 
0 © caſt aways.” | : 


t _ Theſe people alſo profeſſed: obedience to Chriſt ;. 1 
WH they called him Lord. He is “ Lord of all.” He hass {| 
all power in heaven and earth; and to him every 
knee ſhall bow, But it 'is to no purpoſe to call him, 
- Maſter and Lord, if we do not the things which he 
commands. Chriſt is not deceived by compliments, 
and he will reject that falſe devotion which conſiſts 
only in words. © Saying and doing are two things,, 
often parted in the converſation of men. He that 
aid, Z go, Sir, never ſtirred a ſtep.“ Matt. xxi. 30 
No, notwithſtanding all the profeſſions of theſe 
people, it appears, from the words of Chriſt himſelf; 
that they were workers of iniquity. Fhey loved ſin, 
they lived in fin, they made a trade of fin; it was 
their calling and. bufineſs, at which. they. daily 
worked, as a man at his proper trade. All this they 
did under. the maſk of religion, and ate therefore. 
rejected. Depart from me; I never knew ou. 
Obſerve here, my friends, the deceitfulreſs of fin, 
and the deceitfulneſs of the heart. TO rota 
In | | 3 Ormal. 
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formal, ved in ſin, and muſt know they 
nd on their outward, 
forms,. and: to approach the bar of God with a lie in, 
their right hands. Alas! how many deceivers live 
and die deceived, and their fatal miſtake is never de- 


- | tefted[till-it. is paſt; remedy !; Juſt like the Jews of 
old, to whom St. Paul; thus ſpeaks, Rom. ii. 17. 


« Beheld thou art called a Jew, and reſteſt in the 
law, and makeſt thy boaſt. of, God, and knoweſt his 
will, and approveſt the things that are more ex- 
eclent, being inſtructed out wr the law; and art con- 


Sent that thou thyſelf art a guide | of the blind, a 


light of: them which are in darkneſs, an. inſtructor of 
the fooliſh, a teacher. of babes; which haſt the form 
.of knowledge, and of the truth in the law.“ Theſe 


.outward things the , Jews reſted in, preſumed u —_ 
the 


and were proud of; while they. were. ignorant. 
for own rites ; and many of them 


among the Gentiles” by their: fins.. They were 
deen to that 2 diſtinction. which the 
e — ver. 28, 29, of that chapter, where he 


| _ « He is not. a Jew,. which is one outwardly; 1 


neither is that circumciſion, which is outward in the 


Kb but he is a, Jew,. which is one _inwardly.; and 


circumciſion. is. that of the beart, in the ſpirit, and 
not in the letter, whoſe: praiſe is not of me n, but of 
God.“ Thus, you ſee, there is a great difference 
between , outward. and intuard religion; between the 


religion of form, and the religion. of the heart. 


"What circumciſion, facrifices, and the temple were 
0 the Jews» of old, baptiſm, the. Lord's. Supper, and 
public worſhip are to profefling Chriſtians now. 


and as the ignorant Jews put their, truſt in their 


church. privileges, ſa do many, nominal Chriſtians 
now; but if this be. all, their ma will be nat of 
Sac but of men only. 

1 18 8 en. eur text. N . * 


_— 


on. 3 Gundel on . 
never, Eero you 5 that is, © I never eſteemed or 15 
oved_ of . as my true 22 = f nas 3 
il I own accept- you -as, ſuch.. Depart. from 
me: I now baniſh your from my bleſſed and. 1 

= yp to everlaſting. miſery. and. deſpair, 
tranſgreſſors.” How dreadful will that word 

7 — be! How did Peter dread the Bought of 

departin 5 from. Chriſt, when, many of his diſci 

Fayin n him, he ſaid. to the Apoſtles, * WW; 

ye "op go away,? Peter, in the name of the reſt, re- 


- plied, “ Lord, to whom ſhall we go; thou. haſt the 


words of eternal life,” A dog ſoul dreads the idea of 
departing from Chriſt by ap but how terrible 
5 17 be. 804 bear the great Aae command us pay 


rant that now we may depart from 


1 5 | 15 there be any iniquity in us which 


we know. not, merciful Saviour diſcover it to us, 


and deliver. us from it.; and never let us hear thee 
on « Depart from me, ye workers of iniquity.“ 
e 


now proceed to the laſt and, moſt pleaſing US] 


of our ſubject, and obſerve, in. the 


IIId. place,” That all true and obedient believers. will 
be admitted into the heavenly kingdom. Here is our 
Lord's deſcription of them, of every one of them; He 


that. doth the will of my Father, which it in heaven. 


The will of God cannot be known but. by his word, 
The ſoriptures are given us an purpoſe at we 


| 4 his will; and there are two principal things in 


the ſeriptures, namely, what we are to helieue concern. 
mg God, and the dut 3 which he. requires of us; or, 
in other words, Faith and. Practice; and both theſe 


are equally neceſſary, for we can never do the will af 
God in k 


oly, obedience without firſt believing , ig 
God through Jeſus Chriſt; the whole af Chriſtian 


= conſiting. in ah faiths, which worketh by 


Faith. is kuk necefſary-i in. order to: abedience; 0 
; Chrikk 
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Curitt taught che people, Who, aſked Him, Wat my 
te ub that dor muy worl the wo t GodP John vi. 1. 
Ke. This is the work of God, fail he, that ye bed on 
3 28 ir he had faid, Ehe great 
duty which I zm come to p int out 
r to all othe rs, and 
deceffaty to the acceptance 2 bbs and 
of all your obatience, and whith therefore God 
"approves, and js - ried is this; 
ye "cordially embrace, and . 
E to me, as the true Meth, n Medi- 
accorditig ta the diſcoveries I make = 
at * the wen of ſalvation by me.” And St. 

alſo His, 1 Jobn i itt. 23, Dit ir his ee 
Er belirve zn the name of his fon "Jeſus 
people read or hear of the command- 
ey think the ten commandments only are 
this is a great miſtake, for the very 
of a poor guilty helpleſs ſinner is to. 
or ſalvation. We are not to ſup- 
K firſ prepare, or make ourſelves 

y, by "Sore for ſin, purifying. our hearts, or 
reforming our lives, before we may venture to truſt 


in Chri ; all thels ee the proper fruits and effects 


of faith. We muſt believe in him © who juſtifieth the 
UxCcoDLyY,” and not think firſt to make ourſelves. 
and then hope in him. Faith is the firſt 
Look to Jeſus. Come to Jeſus. Truſt in 
Jeſus; and then a good hope of pardoning mercy 


_ incline * heart to love him, arid hate every: 


works till we are in. 
EU branch of a tree 


We cannot „ ary 
== any more 


This alſo is the ill he will of God, even __ ation. 


God is y; therefore mult we * 


yourſelves 97 | 
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; | SERMON xv. * 
choſen in Chriſt unto ſanctification and obedience. 
E The Lord gives his people a new heart, upon which | 
, be writes his laws, and which, through his grace, 
on become pleaſant to them. E crucified with 
at Chriſt, the old man of ſin is crucified, They reckon 
or themſelves to be dead indeed unto ſin, but alive to 
ad 
od 


God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. The daily 
enquiry of a new. born ſoul is, © Lord, what wilt 
= thou have me to do? © Teach me to do thy will, 
Sz. for thou art my God.“ I will run in the way of 
1 WW thy commandments,, when thou haſt enlarged my 
= heart.” And this diſpoſition will ſhew itſelf in 


If, the relations and circumſtances of life; in the  fa- 
Ut. mily, the workſhop, and in all common actions, as 
te well as in the houſe of God. Whether we are huſ- 
W bands, wives, children, ſervants, ſubjects, filling up 


| our places to God's glory, will be our conſtant aim. 
re: Particularly ſhall we be deſirous to fulfil: the royal 
ry. law of love to our brethren, on which great ſtreſs 
to. is laid in che New Teſtament; for the law, as far 
p- as it relates to aur neighbour, is fulfilled in one 


es word, Leve. FP RT Es So WA 
or Now perſons. of this character ſhall have an 
iſt abundant” entrance into the kingdom and glory of 


ts Jeſus Chriſt, - While formaliſts ànd hypocrites are 
be hut out, the bleſſed Redeemer. will ſmiſe upon thee, 
es. and fay, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 


ſt the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
in of the world; and he will mention, as the evidence 
CY. of their election and fruit of their faith, the acts of 
17 chriſtian love which they performed to their hungry, 
in. thirſty, naked, ſick, or impriſoned brethren ; taking 
ee them as kindly, as, if they had been done to himſelf; 
k. 4 for in as much as ye did it to one of the leaſt f 
dy theſe my. brethren, ye did it unto me.” See Matt. 
Inn tao Reg 
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e APPLICATION. 
nom, my friends, having heard how awful the 
formalifts and Ayr derites will prove at 

day, ie mrehy becomes us ſeriouſly to ex. 

ine of what kind bur religion is. It plainly ap- 
from what has been faid; « that the kingdom 

_ of God is is not in word, but in power, 1 Cor. iv. 20. 

as there are many who have the form of godli- 

; but who deny the power of it; it is moſt neceſ- 

ay, . we value the ſalvation of our ſouls, to de- 

termine whether our religion is form or power, that 
fo: we may know whether the great Judge will own 
or diſswn us at the laſt. Confider therefore what 

Rogen conſiſts in, and what you depend upon. 

you were born and bred a Chriſtian; that 

108 Lapesel; that you have gone to church 

meeting ; that you can fay the Creed, the Lord's 

and the Fen 9 that 
taken the Sacrament, deen forry for 71 ins; 
do to others as yo would de done Or 
chat have done your beſt, and put your truſt in 

God? Are theſe your pteas? Is this yout religion? 

Then, pardon me; if I ſpeak the truth in love, and 

tell you plainly this will not do. Theſe empty boaſts 

prove that your are a ſtranger to true heart reli gion. 

All theſe Slings you may imagine you have done; 

but if this we al, it is only crying, Lord, Lord: 

Had you much further than is, and equalled 

the Phariſees in their zeal and devotion, all would 

be infufficient, without a conviction of your ſin and 
| 1 ; a view 
fy way of ſavation throtgh Jeſs Chriſt ; 


and that faith in him which purifies the heart, works 
« by love, and overcomes the world. Be not deceived 
then. Satisfy yourſelves with nothing ſhort” of that 
which Chriſt will accept and approve at laſt. This 


is doing che will of God; which will, as you have 
nom 


* 


— 


' from a principle of loue, to forſake evil way, 
N — Then 
hall ye know that the “ kingdom of God is not 
meat · and drink, forms and ceremonjes, but righte- 
ouſneſs, peace, and joy in the bely Gback. . 
Let me drop a word! of cautzea to thoſe who per- 

haps may boaſt that they are no hypocrites, for 
they do not pretend to any religion. Can you think 
that this will be admitted as an excuſe? Will you 
dare to the awfut bar of God, and plead, 
& Lord, I never pretended. to ſerve thee? I never 
thought it worth my while to know or worlhip 
thee. I loved the world and my ſins ſo well, that. I 
lived like an Atheiſt.” O Sirs, deceive not your- 
| ſelves, Anſwer that queſtion if you can, „How 
ſhall we eſcape- if we negleQt ſo great ſalvation? 
Formaliſts, and hypocrites pay ſome compliment to 
religion, by counterfening. it. and imitating itz yet 
will they periſn; but you deſpiſe it. Lou treat the 
bleſſed God and the gracious Saviour as unworthy 
your notice, How then can you expect but to have _ 
your portion with hypocrites and unbeltevers, and 
5 turned into hell with all thoſe who forget 
. Theſe words may probably be very alarming to 
the tender ſpirits of ſome who truly fear God. Some 
of the ſincere and humble followers of, the Lamb 
may be ready to fear leſt he ſhould be angry with 
them at laſt, and ſay, Depart, I never knew you.” 
But, my dear brethren, tell me, is it not your heart's 
deſire to know and to do the will of God, par- 
282 ticularly 


* ; 
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_ ticularly in thoſe two grand points, faith and holi- 
Say, is not Jens -bigh in your eſteem; the 
ten thouſand, and altogether lovely; and 
gladly be conformed to him in cheer- 
8 will of God? 


= 


your Lord. = its #75 0 
. navy inving to fay 
deceived. | refiaion will not 


I have miſtaken the ſhadow for the 
the ſhell for the kernel. What hall I 
it is an infinite mercy that you have 

miſtake. You might have died de- 


it is à token for good, 

your foul. _ Let your fears bring 
- knees, and at the throne of grace im- 
ich the Pſalmiſt, “Search 
- know my thoughts; and ſee if there be 
wickedneſs in me, and lead me in 
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Gad be merciful to -me a Sinner !. 


THERE is a time approaching when MERCY 
J will appear to all mankind the moſt valuable 
thing in the world. Figure to yourſelves the awe- 
hour. when you ſhall be about to quit this 
mortal ſtate, and launch into an unknown world; 
realize the {till more aweful moment, when the trum 
pet ſhall found, and the dead ſhall be raiſed; when 
the great white throne ſhall. be erected, and the aſ- 
ſembled world ſhall appear before the univerſal 
judge; when the- grand ſeparation | ſhall be made 
between the righteous and wieked; the one being 
placed at the right hand, the other at the left of 
Chriſt---then, my friends, then will the full value 
of mercy be known. O, what a word will meroy be 
then; a world for mercy then! © Veſſels of mercy,” 
obtainers of mercy---how. will they ſhout and ſing, 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his 
mercy, endureth for ever.“ While others, in all the 
bitterneſs of [fruitleſs woe, ſhall cry, O that we had 
but known the need of mercy, the way of mercy, 
and the value of mercy, while it might have been 
had! But now the door is ſhut; the mercies of 
God are clean gone for ever, and he will be favour- 
able no more. 

SERM, XVI, Q With 


* 


2. THE PHARISEE AND PUBLICAN. 


Wich this amazing ſcene in proſpect, let us ad. 
dreſs ourſelves to the text, and to the parable of the 
Phariſee and Publican, of which it is a part. The 
introduction to it, and . of it, will be the 
beſt key to its true meaning. Ver. 9. Our Sa- 
viour ſpake this parable unto certain which truſted 
in themſelves that they were righteous, and de. 
ipiſed others.” Here are two bad things in their 
character. 1. They tru/tad"'in themſelves--- which no 
man can do if he knows the holy law of God; and, 
2. They deſpiſed others, which- we cannot do if we 
know our own hearts. The concluſion ſhews how 
God diſlikes' ſuch people, while he accepts a poor 
dejected ſinner; for © every one that exalteth him- 
ſelf ſhall be abaſed; and he that humbleth himſelf 
{hall be exalted.” ver. 14. | 5 
.» Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a 
Phariſee, and the other a\Publican. ver. 10. The 
Phariſees: were a ſect of ue in thoſe days in high 
repute for religion; they ſeparated themſelves from 
others, as if more holy; they diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by peculiar 'zeal for ceremonies ; but many of 
them were rank hypocrites; neglecting the religion 


of the heart, and "indulging. themſelves in cruelty 


and oppreſſion. The Publican alſo appeared at the 
fame place, at the ſame time, and on the fame er- 
rand; but how different their characters! Had we 
ſeen them both together, we ſhould perhaps have 


5 thought far better of the Phariſee than of the Pub- 


can; “ for man looketh only at the outward ap- 
pearance, but God looketh at the heart.” Very 
different motives brought them there. The Pha- 
riſee came becauſe it was a public place, and he 
wiſhed to be ſeen and admired; the Publican came 
becauſe it was * a' houſe of prayer, and he wanted 
to pour ſorth his ſoul before God. Thus, my 
friends, in ail our places of worſhip, there is a mix- 

| * N ture 


89 * 


. praiſe, he only 


3 


1. - SERMON XVI 3 


him: they utter ſounds, but not defires ; this pray- 
ing will do no good. It is remarkable that in all the 
Phariſee's prayer there is not one petition: he came 
to pray 3 but ſurely he forgot his errand, for he-aiks 
nothing. Praiſe to God is certainly a proper and a 
noble part of prayer 5 but though he pretends to 


s. But let us hear his fine prayer; 
Cad, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are. 
What is this but ignorance, pride, and cenſoriouſ- 
neſs? Beſides, he begins his prayer with a lie. He 
was as other men are, for all men are ſinners; in 
this reſpect all are on a level; there is no difference, 
as the ſcripture ſpeaks, Rom. iii. 22, 23. It is 
true that ſome men are reſtrained from fins that 
others commit; but the ſeeds of every fin are by 
nature in the heart of every man; and if we have 
not actually committed them, we owe it to the re- 
ſtraining power or the changing grace of God. The 
Phariſee ſeems to admit of this by ſaying, God, I 
thank thee ; but we have reaſon to doubt his ſince- 


' ity in fo ſaying; and to think they were words of 


courſe and form ; for ſo proud a heart as his could 
not be duly ſenſible of his obligations to divine 
grace; and there are many who, like him, uſe 
words of praiſe, but feel no gratitude to God, His 
meaning was probably this, O God, thou author 
of my being, I thank thee for the noble powers 
with which thou haſt endowed me, by my own wiſe 
| 1 and 
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_ and careful improvement of ch I have k „ 
Ele en being arr Faſo ee my 


— 0 that there were two principal 
Parts 3 one reſpected. morals, the other 
ceremonials. Now the Phariſee takes care to b 
of his regard to both; and firſt, to the moral la 5 
am Ay as other men are---well, what are other men? 
Why, according to his account, it ſhould ſeem that 
moſt other men are, extortioners, -unjuft, adulterer:, 
At all times there are too many ſuch people as theſe ; 
. N e 77 — was merely for the 
exalting himſelf and his own ſet, ſome 
E whom were equally criminal, though under the 
maſk of religion. VE ke be the Phariſee was not 
an *< extortioner” did not cruelly oppreſs dis 
neighbour; but we have Chriſt's authority for it 
that the Phariſees were y & coyetous,” and 
ſome of them © devoured - widows houſes.” He 
Hays he was pay ls ts not a knaye or a cheat; 
but fay he had never coveted his neighbour's 
uri N 


could he 

, for this 1 beant- robber; in the light of God. 
e ifays he was TOM <« adulterer ;”” it may be ſo; 
t eir Lond that “ he who looketh upon a 

to luſt - her, hath committed adultery 
with her in his heart.” Matt. v. 28. But 
this Was the folly of ſuch men; they waſhed the out- 
- tide of the cup and the platter, but within they were 
full of. extortion and | exceſs ; righteous without, but full 
of- bypocriſy and iniguity within; ſo Chriſt declares, 
Matt. axui. 26, &c. 

Not content wich boaſting of bimſelf, he muſt 
abuſe, the poor publican- I am nat as this  publican. 
What buſineſs had he with the publican ? He ought - 

to have rejaiced toi ita-wmgles he might 
| have hoped it was a ſymptom. of his reformation. 
He ſhould have gone and ſhook hands with him, 


oh given, him ſome * advice. But his ROM 
f e 


Tt 
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hart ſpurns at the broken-hearted: ſinner ; juſt as 
modern Phariſees, - who look upon mourning ſouls 
23 poor canting, whining hypocrites, far beneath 
their notice. There was a great deal of cruelty in 
this; he could not ſay his own prayers without 
putting in a caveat, as it were, againſt the petition 
of his poor neighbour. Mane enn 
But the Phariſee has yet more to boaft of. He: 
had not only “ done no body any harm, as the. 
vulgar phraſe is, but he had been mighty religious; 
he kept Lent all the year. I faſt, ſaid he, twice a 
week. - Occaſional falling; in order to humble our- 
ſelyes before God for our ſins, is very commendable, 
whether by private perſons or public bodies; but 
the Phariſee's faſting was not for that purpoſe, but 
for oſtentation, and with a view to merit at the hand 
of God, as appears by his boaſting of it. Beſide 
this, he tells God, he gave tithes of all he'poſſeſſed 3 
not enly of what the law of Moſes required, but of” 
the herbs in his garden; he devoted a tenth” part of 
all he had to religious uſes, whether titheable or not 
by the law. _ 20 ET n b 


Thus you have the Phariſee's prayer; A /prayer 


which God rejected; for though he juſtified himſelf, 
God did not juſtify him. And now, my friends, let 


us examine ourſelves. Is there nothing of the Pha- 


riſee's ſpirit in us? Do we not hear e ſpeaking 
the ho language ſometimes? Is 1 rg — 
hope of ſome perſons, that they never did any per- 
ſon harm; that they pay every one his due; and 
perhaps that they go to church conſtantly; behave 
decently; take the ſacrament; give alms, and ſo on? 
How often do we hear this language on a dying bed ? 


Poor ignorant ſouls ruſh into the preſence of God 


with no other foundation for their hope than the 
—_ had; while we hear not a word of true 

mility, poverty of ſpirit, ſenſe of fin, or hope in 
SE Q3 Jeſus 
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eius as the ſinner's only friend and hope 
beware of reſembling the Phariſee. Pleas like his 


may” pleaſe. men, but they will not ſucceed with. 


God: n the poor broken-hearted 
[ng R we next con- 


Ver. 13. And the Publican, flanding 


not [i much as bis to heaven, te 
ee a 2 17 eZ 75 
are not to underſtand e of a 


\at this time, ſubject to the Roman emperor, and 
paid him taxes, which were ſometimes farmed by the 
rich publicans, who in the execution of their office 
were two often diſhoneſt and oppreſſive ; on account 


af which, and on account of the taxes themſelves, 


Whether . —S 1 
Wee Doubtleſs he was a ſinner; and by 
© ſome means or other he became a convinced finner, 
2 8 ſinner, and a praying ſinner. Perhaps 
1 ſt ms that ver he proed im his i 
2 for ſinning men prayin . t is 
plain that te frit irit of God had humbled bis heart; 
1 &« poor in 
and be was one of thoſe bleſſed mourners 
— negated,” 125 
blerve h _ flood e a reat 
— the holy place, 3 vrieft dl. 
- he knew 4 him, e 
reat diſtance from God as a ſinner; and he 
— "xt 
up, be tk alſo -his dejected looks, he could not look 


e 


* 
who « 
Ob 
diſtance 
._  kciated 
at a 
knew he 
bin afar 


lift 


hope. O Sit, 


would 


but a tax gatherer. The Jews were, 


were vexatious to the Jews, the name of a 
erg and was clafſed with thoſe 


m— 2438 T Pr ——— 


that God ſhould for ever behold | 
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lit up his eyes to heaven, the habitation. of God's 
glory. Other ſinners have thought the fame; Da- 
wid Pſ. Xl. 12. © Innumerable evils have com- | 
iniquities have taken held* 


L attracted the | 
u his e he lifted up his heart 3 
uty in God 


fin z?? 5 this 


ttt 
5 


: - 
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his heart; he knew it was the 
of is fins, and by ſmiting on his 
- breaſt he ſeemed as if he would take revenge upon 
his own wicked heart; it expreſſes his indignation 
againſt himſelf, and the vehemence of his anger 
againſt fin. Men and brethren, what do you know 
ef ſuch a diſpoſition as this? When was you thus 
angry with yourſelves, and filled with ſhame and 
confufion of face becauſe of your fins? Know this, 
dat ſuch is the temper of all who are taught of God; 
and if you have never felt in this manner, you are yet 
firangers to true repentance. Re a 
Now we come to his prayer. It was very ſhort, 
but very good: no man ever offered @ better, or 
4 better purpoſe. Not ae! _ words are 
f any avail: too many people uſe ſuch words pro- 

fanely, when they ſay on a ſurpriſe, God bleſs us 
or, Lord, have mercy on us; but ſuch praying as 
this is the way to get a curſe, not a bleſſing. When 
the Publican ſaid, God be merciful to me a ſinner, 
he. felt what he 'faid; he felt he was a periſhing fin- 
ner, and he felt an carneſt defire for mercy, - ** 
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He ealle himſelf > fun funen, or the ſinner, as ſome 


fenners, as Paul called 
himſelf. The word 3 a term of reproach 


. . ſeemed: to be applied chiefly 
— 29 — notorious - offender ; 3 but the 
ublican — it to —— It is very likely he 
ſpake this aloud, in the hearing of the Phariſee, 


and others who did not think themſelves ſinners; 
for he was not e e appear before men what 

he well knew he was before God. He would not 
have been 


lays men low; nor would he have been. diſpleaſed 
wich a friend who ſtwuld have ſaid, 5 are a very 


angry wich that ſort of preaching which 


ſinner. But ſay, my friends, would 5 
ink of a perſon who ſhall charge you in that 
mafiner? Would you not be very angry, and fay, 


Jam no worſe than others: but a true penitent can 


never find words ſufficient „ ee 
of his vileneſs. 


If we know on meaning and extent of the Ten 


nes wok of the 

« Woe is me 
am een or ch 1 «I have heard of 
thee. the bearing ok the ear, but now mine eye 
ſeeth ls I abhor myſelf, and repent in 
duſt 5 ae No perſon truly enlightened will 
fay, as many have done, I am not a great ſinner; 
far, in fact, there cannot be a little ſinner, unleſs 
there were a little. law to break, a little God to of- 
fend, and a little wrath to incur. It is too common 
for perſons to comfort themſelves with the idea that 
- hte are not ſuch great ſinners as ſome others; many 
dying people do this, and even wretches at the gal- 


Jows have done ſo. But this is very abſurd; for the 
queſtion is not, whether we have 


As much as 
others, 


\ 


nen An. 14; üer 


others; PR 8 we rar 
whether we have N 
by. we are ſinners, 


by ee of that great mercy for which de Pub- 
lican prayed. - _ | 
'You will next- ITT BR that his ſenſe, of fa and 
danger put him upon prayer. Many people live 
without prayer; and what is the reaſon! The 
do not feel the need of mercy; for this is the 
thing a convinced finner prays or; and it is a good 
ſign of grace when a deſire for mercy ſends a man to 
his knees. Angels rejoice. on ſuch an occaſion, and 
paint to the new born ſoul, ſaying, © Behold, he 
yeth!“ My friends, do you pray for mercy? 
n hot can you expect it; and what muſt be- 
__ of you man it; O that you may in to 
pray 6 | 
This poor man cried to the Lord; and Whither 
can a creature fly for help but to God ? - He is our 
maker z he is our governor; he is our judge; he is 


is, 


able to fave. or (deſtroy : he is offended with our fins, | 


yet is he moſt gracious and ready to forgive. "How 


2 then chat a guilty, helpleſs ſinner, ready 


periſh, ſhould apply to him that is able to ſave 
* the uttermoſt all who come to him by Jeſus Chriſt.“ 
He begs for unc. What is mercy? We. know 
what it is by our own feelings. It is ; compaſlion > 
the miſerable; it is a diſpoſition to pity and relieve. 
the diſtreſſed ; and we never ſpeak of mercy but with 
reference to miſery, It is not then a light, unfeeling 
uſe of ſolemn words, that can encourage us to hope 
for mercy: it is not ſaying, n Lord 
have mercy upon us! Chriſt have mercy upon us! 
but it is coming with the Pablican's ſpirit, with his 
broken heart, with his remorſe, | with his deſires, 


and in earneſt prayer claiming this precious bleffing. 
e ol ©3955 ©4 52 Wn 
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- Obſerve, it is "mercy he aſks. © Hele'is not a wort 
af. wv ' Mercy and merit are oppoſite things, 
The: Phariſce's pra prayer was 'a mere boaſt of merito. 
nous deeds; the Publican has nothing to plead: 
nor does he afk for wealth, or honour, or plea. 
ſure; his heart is dead to theſe; all his deſires centre 
end and chat one is merey. , 


n Merey, good Lord, mercy I aſk, 

RE ws A 

For mercy, Lord, is all m my ſuit ; 
— let thy mercy cpme! 


Bat the petition, be merciful, includes ſomething 
more than is commonly underſtood by it; the 
word tranũated mercifut has reſpect to the atone- 
ment made by blood: to the ſaerifices offered up at 
&he temple; which were types of Chriſt, * 
God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, through 
Faith in his blood.“ Rom. iii. 25. At the temple, 
in the court of which the Publican ſtood, there 
was a lamb offered every morning at nine o'clock, 
and every evening at three; and theſe were the 
hours of rages ſo that the pious Jews' came then 
to —— that by virtue of the atonement of Chriſt 
by Ua, and of his interceſſion repre- 

928 by by incenſe, their prayers might find ac- 
ceptance. His prayer then was God be propitious 
to me a finner—accept the atonement in my behalf 
let my ſoul be cleanſed in the blood of Chriſt. In 
this manner, by faith in Jeſus, let us ſeek te 
mercy, of God. Let us not dream of mere abſo- 
Jute! mercy. * A God all merey, is a God unjuſt.” 
The mercy of God cannot be beſtowed wthout 
regen: to his juſtice. Now God has glorified his 

Ju BY: puniſhing ſin in the perſon of our glo- 
rious Redeemer, upon whom © he laid the iniqui- 
ties of us all, and through whom he is, at once, 
* juſt God and a * ” In this way, and in 
no 


enen er Iz; 


no other can a ſinner obtain mercy; for our Lord 
leclares, that © no man cometh to the Father but by, 
dim; and no mercy cometh to the ſinner but. 
trough him; but in his dear name we may <,come. 
boldly to the throne of grace, and fo obtain. mercy, : 
and find grace to help in every time of need.” 
Thus came the Publican, and in this way he ſuc- 

ceeded. It was not the depth of his humility,” the 

ſincerity of his repentance, nor the fervency of his 
devotion, that merited acceptance; theſe diſpoſi- 
tions were the gifts of God, and could merit no- 
ting; but it was the merit of the Redeemer's pre- 
cious blood, typified by the blood of lambs, which 
he pleaded, . and which ſhall never be pleaded in 
rain. Our Lord tells us, ver. 14, This man went 
Anon to his houſe juſtified rather than the other, or not 
the other ; the reaſon of which he adds, for every one. 
that exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed; and be that humbleth 
himſelf ſhall be exalted. O what a bleſſing! He went. 
drwn to his houſe juſtified; there was no condemna- 
tion to him; he was accepted in the beloved; he 
had paſſed from death to life. Happy man! he 
might & eat his bread with. gladneſs, and drink his 

wine,” or water either, © with a merry heart, for 
God accepted his works.” e Y u 


APPLICATION, _ 8 


Shall we not then “ go and do likewiſe?” Are 
we not ſinners? Fly inſtantly to the throne of grace. 
The Lord waits to be gracious. This is the ac- 
cepted time; loſe it not by delay. To- morrow ma 
be too late. Now then, with the Publican's ſpirit, 


let each of us cry, God, be merciful to me, the 


lnaer ? 
But 


THE PHARISEE" AND PUBLICAN. © 
O beware” of © the Phatiſee's ſpirit. Ev 
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ny is bore Pre: ARE yur ltd childres 

| why they hope” to go to heaven; and if they have 

not been better taught, you will find their hope is, 
becauſe” are not fo as others. Would to 

God it were not ſo with grown-up r too! 
But let no one dare to perſiſt in a ſelf-righteous | 

cue; <'for be "that exalteth himlſelf ſhall be WY 3,44 
abaſet®” =abaſed even to hell. Renounce then your k 
own righteouſnels,. as” St. Paul, the converted Pha- 
riſes did; we flags,” Phil, il. 7, © What things were 
gi to me thoſe I counted lofs for Chriſt; yea, 

_  donbiiteſs, and T count all things but loſs for the 

_ etttellency 


*of the knowledge of . Chriſt Jeſus m 
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Publican's ſucceſs is a great encouragement 
/ ſenſible” ſinner ſeeking for ty. Seck 

> Þ : bn | Shs it And 
| 1 it, be full of joy, 

| I | for his mercy 
| evidence of having 
mercy to men, 


merciful, ' as your Father alſo is 


Nous . 2. 
Brethren, my heart's defire and prayer to God for Iſrael 
3 in that 45 might be ſaued. _ N * 
RUE religion conſiſts chiefly in love to God, and 
1 hoe to man; and wherever one of theſe is found 


there is the other alſo. It was love that brought the 
Saviour down from the throne of glory to this mean 


and wretched world, that he might © ſeek and fave 


thoſe who were loſt.” While he lived on eart! 
«he went about doing good; and when he return 
to heaven, he commanded his miniſters and people to 
follow his example, and to do good to all men as they 
had opportunity. The apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians 
gladly obeyed, and were very active in ſpreading abroad 
e knowledge of their gracious Maſter and his great 
falvation. Among theſe, St. Paul was one of the moſt 


* zealous, as his great labours and affectionate writings 


fully teſtify. Our text is an expreſſion of his ſtrong 
defires for the ſalvation of Iſrael, or the Jews, who 
were his countrymen ; and the particular reaſon of 
his anxiety about them was, becauſe he knew they 
were not in the way to obtain ſalvation. It is true 
they had a zeal for religion, but it-was not a zeal ac- 
cording to knowledge. They were under a very fatal 
miſtake, which was their ſeeking falvation by their 
own works, for “they ſtumbled at that ſtumbling- 
ſtone,” as, alas! many people called Chriſtians do ſtil, 
Knowing therefore their danger of being — 
loſt, he expreſſes his feelings in theſe words -A 


beart's dere and prayer to God for Iſrael is, that they 
might be ſaved, And will you, my friends, who live 
P 'SERM, XVII, 3 R | | | in 
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in this place, permit us to ſay that we hope and truſt 


3 moved by the ſame defire-? If any perſons 


ſhould inquire, and it is natural and proper for them 
to inquire, why we come 5:84 the ray, and ſing, and 
read a ſermon; we humbly reply, For no other reaſon 
upon earth than this, that we may promote your (al. 
vation; that we may ſtir you up to conſider your need 
of it; that we may ſhow you, from the "golpel, the 
only true way of it; ans wor we may! pull you upon 
_ ſeeking it immediately. 

We purpoſe to ee | theſe words, 

1. That ſerious wr you 8 Gerry ſee the l 
mate i in which many of their neighbours are. 

II. That they earneſtly de re their deliverance 
from it. 

1. We obſerve that ſerious Chriſtians plainly per- 
ceive the dangerous ſtate of unconverted ſinners 
around them. We cannot tell what the grace of 
God may do hereafter for the worlt of men; and the 
conditions. of ſome may be doubtful; but in many 
caſes, it is too evident that men “ are in the gall of 
bitterneſs and in the bond of iniquity,” as St. Peter 
ſaid of Simon Magus : at leaſt, ſo much may be diſco- 
vered as fully warrants our fears on their behalf. No] 
this fad condition of men appears, 
I. From their living in open ſin; for indeed © ſome 

men's fins are open beforehand, going before to judge- 

ment; ſome proclaim their ſin as 15 and glory 
in their ſhame. St. Paul ſays, “ the works of the 
fleſh are manifeſt,” among which he names adulter) 
- "fornication,  uncleanneſs, wrath; murder, and drunken- 
Gal. v. 19. Our Saviour has directed us to judge 
of men by their Fruits; 3 for every good tree bringeth firth 
good fruit, but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit; 
and he adds (obſerye his ſolemn words), Every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and caſt into 
the fire. Matt. vii. 17. We are forced to conclude 
I; that if men live after the fleſh, ne 

1e; 


* 


open fin is; for it is written, Heb. ii. 3, How 


Po 
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de; that if they proceed in the broad road, it muſt 
de to deſtruction; and that “ the unrighteous ſhall 
not inherit the kingdom of God.“ Some men are 
evidently “men of the world,” “ ſervants of ſin,” 
and ( captives of Satan; ſuch, to whom our Lord 
ſaid, ** Ye are of your father the devil, and the luſts 


of your father ye will do.” When we ſee perſons 


living in ſinful pleaſure, we know © they are dead 
while they live. How can we ſuppoſe the profane 


fwearer has the fear of: God, or that the ſabbath- 


breaker has any regard for his own foul? ? 
2. Careleſſneſs about religion is another alarming 
ſymptom of a graceleſs, and therefore dangerous, ſtate. 


There are many who have no concern about their 


fouls or falvation. Like Gallio, they care for none of 
theſe things.” But this careleſſneſs is as ſtrong a proot 
of deing in a ſtate of nature and of wrath as 4. K 

alt 
we eſcape if we neglect ſo great ſalvation? To neglect 


this falvation is to omit all thoſe duties which are nes 
= to a profitable hearing and keeping the word 
' preached.” 


ow many are there, who every ſabbath 


turn their backs on the houſe of God, where his goſ- 


pel-is preached, and ſpend the day in idleneſs and ſinful 
pleaſure! + How many are there, who are able to read 
the Bible, but who never look into that ſacred book, 
that they may become wile to ſalvation! How many 
are there who never lift up their hearts to God in 
prayer for his teaching and his mercy! Now, how 
ſhall ſuch eſcape? Thoſe who deſpiſed the law of 
Moſes died without mercy ; but to deſpiſe the goſpel 
is a greater crime, and deſerves a greater puniſhment. 
Thoſe! who ſeec not mercy now, according to the 
goſpel, ſhall never have it. This is the acceptable 
time; this is the day of ſalvation:“ if this be neglect- 
ed, let poor ſinners expect no more to hear of mercy 
through all eter nit. : 
3. Popmality in "rae is another evidence of being 
| R 2 | in 
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ina condition. There are ſome, who dare 
not omit all religious duties, public and private ; but 
they are like the Pharifees, © who drew nigh to God 
their mouth, and honoured him with their lips, 
but their heart was far from him; by many religious 
Ceremonies « they waſhed the outſide of the cup and 
„ but within they were full of extortion and 
exceſs.” Matt. xv. and xxiii. How many ſay their 
prayers like parrots, without I their meaning ! 
ow many go to church only to fee and be ſeen; 
and, when they come away, are full of mirth and 
n more of What has paſſed, and 
the reſt of the day in worldly converſation, 
nt! Others ink, that becauſe they be- 
| — | Ott and have been baptized, and 
fay their prayers, and take the facrament, all is well 
with them; while they are ſtrangers to heart url 
in religion; were never alarmed on account of their 
fins; never — 2 their ſins; never fled to 
their ſins ; and never knew any 
—— of heart, called in ſerip- 
hag. or the new birth. Now when 
ſee our neighbours content with this poor em 
of godlingis, and denying the power the 
we cannot but be deeply concerned on account of 
; their danger. 
4 There is another thing which alarms us on their 
G that is, when we ſee them receive for truth, great 
errors, as to the detirines of religion. 
We know it is commonly ſaid, that it does not ſignify 
what a man believes, if he does not live a good life. 
But we teſtify againſt this opinion, as deſtructive of 
the ſouls of men. Did not the great Redeemer come 
into the world to enlighten it? Is he not the great 
teacher, who, by his word and ſpirit, reveals the will 
of God for our vation? Has be not iſed his 
people that they ſhall © know the truth, and the truth 
ſhall make them free ?” Auden be not hid that bis 
cep 
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ar and know his voice, hut will not follow the 
2 tranger ? How then can error be harm- 
les? The ſcripture. ſpeaks. of „ damnable hereſies- 
3s well as damnable vices. Surely it is of great im- 
pottance that we have right views of the bleſſed God 
25 to his holineſs, juſtice, and mercy; that we have 
right vie ys of ourſelves as fallen, guilty, helpleſs ſin- 
ners; and eſpecially that we have right views of Je- 
ſus. Chriſt, and of the nature and way of falvation- 
ough him by faith, It was the want of theſe that 
made St. Paul uſe the words, of our text. The Jews 
rejected Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, and „went 
about to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs,” ver. 33 
thus they ſtumbled at Chriſt; and St. Paul knew 
that, if they died in this ſtate, they muſt periſh. for 
ever : and this led him to fay,, ,* My heart's deſire and 
prayer to God for Iſrael is, that they might be faved.” 
And this leads us to obſerve, in the next place, 
II. That ſerious. Chriſtians earneſtly and fincerely. 
defire the ſalvation of their neighbours, whom they thus. 
perceive to be in a dangerous ſlate. . 
If love to our neighbour requires that we ſhould; 
pity and help him in a time of, ſickneſs, poverty, or. 
any other Kind of temporal diſtreſs, how much more 
that we ſhould care for his ſoul, and labour to pre- 
vent his eternal ruin! All the love and politerieſs. 
that worldly men ſhow to their neighbour, is for 
the periſhing body; while they care not for the ſoul, 
but perhaps contribute much to its eternal deſtruc- 
tion. But if the love of God be ſhed abroad in our. 
heart, the ſalvation of ſouls will be the firſt object we 
have in view, and happy ſhall we be if we can in any; 
eir future happineſs; for, 
1. We tremble to think of their future miſery, We 
know aſſuredly that the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs 
of men.“ Rom. i. 18. We certainly know that all men. 
are born in fin, and are children of wrath; and thats. 
without an intereſt in Chriſt by faith, and a heart 
a 33 | changed; 
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changed grace, no man the ſee che Lord 2 that 
« the or of God abideth on every unbeliever,” 
and that he will render indignation and wrath, tri. 
| bulation and anguiſb, upon every man who dies in 
| hkisfms,” impenitent, unpardoned, unrenewed. Now 
eum wethink of our relations, our friends, our neigh. 
bours, in this ſtate, without pitying them, 
praying for and exhorting them hs « fly from 
the wrath to come? It is impoſſible! 
can, how dwelleth the love of God in bin? When 
our compaſſionate Saviour paid his laft viſit to Jern- 
falem, and from a hill beheld that great and wicked 
2055 which, on account of unbehet, was to be de- 
in about years, he wept over it; tho 
beende wit a multitude, crying, Hot, 
na,” he lamented over it with tears, ſaying, If thou 
badft known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace] but now they 
are hid from thine eyes.” Luke xix. 42. And may 
not we be „ with fome mal} portion of the 
fame love and compaſſion to our periſhing neigh- 
ours, to fay, O how happy would it be for you, 
now to know thoſe things which are neceſſary to 
En preſent peace and everlaſting ſalvation ; left, ere 
ng, God ſhou'd deprive you of the means of grace, 
and give you up to the blindneſs of your minds and 
the bardneſs of your hearts! It would ſhock us be- 
yond meaſure to ſee one of you burning in a great 
fre, were it but for a few minutes; but who can 
think without horror of everlaſting burnings ? We 
therefore would, as St. Jude ſpeaks, ver. 22, © fave 
2 with fear, pulling you out of the fire:“ or, as 

Paul ſpeaks, 2 Cor. v. 10, 11, © * Knowing the 
tefrors-cf the Lord, we perſuade men.” 

2. As we wiſh to prevent your future deſtruction, 
fo likewiſe we earneſtly deſire that you may ſhare with 
us in the joys and glories of the heavenly world. We 
believe © there is a reward for the righteous ;” that 
che pure in heart (hall fee A n 8 * 
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SERMON, XVIT. 
is Kiltnefs oF joy, amd at his right hand there are 
ee ted for e We believe that Chriſt is 
gone to heaven to prepare manſrons for bis people, and 
that, in due time, they ſhall be with him, to behold 
his glory to xnter into his reſt, to ſit down with him 
on i 


throne, aud to wear a crown of glory. We 
humbly ape, "Brough Jeſus, to partake of theſe 
bleflings, and we would gladly take all the world along 
with us. We are grieved to think that any ſhould de- 
ſpiſe the good land, ſlight the invitations of Heave 


dr expect it on falſe grounds. We are grieyed to Mink 


that ſo many cleave to the duſt, and for the fake f 
the ſhort-lived pleaſures of fin, and a portion in this 
world, are in danger of loſing eternal Joys. This 
therefore puts us upon urging you to ſeek firſt the 
kingdom of God, and the righteouſneſs thereof, that 
you may alfo be admitted into the kingdom of glory, 
3. We wiſh you to know and enjoy the preſent 
pleafures of true religion. Let ſtrangers to godlineſs 
what they pleaſe, we maintain that the ways of 
wiſdom are pleaſantneſs, and her paths are paths of 
peace. Some of us have tried both the pleaſures of 
and the p eafures of religion; and we are bold to 
fay, there is more ſatisfaction in one hour's commu- 
nion with God, than in days and months of ſiuful in- 
dulgence. We can ſay, with David, „A day in thy 
courts is better than a thouſand, I had rather be a2 
door-keeper in the houſe of my God, than to dwell in 
the tents of wickedneſs.” A good hope through grace, 
a knowledge of the pardon of our ſins, a perſuaſion of 
the favour of God towards us, a belief that all things 
are working together for our good, and that we ſhall 
to heaven when we die; together with the actual 


delight we find in prayer, praiſe, hearing, reading, 


and converfation with the people of God—theſe are 
joys that ſatisfy and ſanctify the mind, and com- 
pared. to which, all the frothy mirth and carnal plea- 
ſures of the wicked are mean as the toys of children, 
and hurtful as the fports of madmen. We wiſh you 
therefore, brethren, to be partakers of the grace of 


God, 


riſh. We cannot tell of how 


82 FOR THE SALVATION OF SINNERS. 


do thee 


: for the Lord 


thou with us, and we will 


hath ſpoken 
* o the ſalvation e e of 
glery 8 5 od, for which we feel ourſelves concerned, 


jeb will be oted thereby. We are taught 
* hallowed be thy 9 Let God be — 
rikea And ſurely, when a poor ſinner ceaſes to be Fl 
rebel to his Maker, throws himſelf at the feet of 
mercy, and ſwears 5 giance to the God of his ſalva- 
tion, the Lord is 1 
ject, and one is added to the kin gdom of Jeſus. The 
2 of Chriſt conſtraineth us, — our loyalty to the 
King of heaven makes us long to ſee his — 4 flou- 
eat im e may be 
the value of one converted ſoul: a wife, a huſband, the 
children of the family, the ſervants, the connexions, 
may all be the better or it ; the goſpel may be ſpread; 
more ſouls may be converted, and generations yet 
_ unborn may derive, benefit from it. We would 
therefore compaſs ſea and land to make one proſe- 
. Iyte, not to our party, or any particular ſect, but that 
Nas may be exalted-: for bleſſed be his glorious 
name for ever, and let the whole earth be filled 
with his glory. Amen and Amen.“ Pf. Ixxii. 19. 


5. Again we wiſh for the ſalvation of ſinners for 


the fake of the good of the nation where we dwell. 
True Chriſtians are the ſalt of the earth, that keep 
- it from periſhing. Sodom would have been preſerved 
from deſtruction if ten righteous men could have been 


ing times, (Except the Lord had left us a ſeed, we 
had been as Sodom, and been made like unto Go- 


morrah? Rom. ix. 29. The prayers of God's people 


are a greater defence to their country than all its fleets 
and armies: and that kingdom is. moſt likely to flou- 
riſh, in which truth and righteouſneſs moſt abound. . 
6. To fay the truth, we are not without a little 
ſelfiſhneſs i in ; hi matter; for beſide all the reaſons be- 


fore 


God, and we fay to you, as Moſes to kobes, 57 Com 


concerning Iſrael.” Numb. x. * 


med. Satan loſes another ſub- 


found in it. And may not we ſay, in theſe threaten- 


grSger 
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fore mentioned, we have. fams' view. ta ary own peace 
and happineſs. We do fuxd that © the meaneſt ſervice 
of Chriſt has refreſhment in it. Our good Maſter 
ſends not his ſervants on a warfare at their own 
He that watereth the fouls of others. ſhall 
himſelf be watered. We think the converſion of a 
foul to God, is the greateſt honour and happineſs, 
to our on ſalvation, that we can enjoy; and 
we know that no man has any claim upon 
what he does, all being unprofitable ſervants, 
beſt action of man has no merit in it, yet we 
that there is a reward of grace for the faithful 
ſervants of Chrift, who has promiſed that fo ſmall a 
of cold water given to any one, becauſe 
belongs to Chriſt, ſhall not be forgotten; and as 
to thoſe whom he employs. in his work; © they that 
be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment; and they that turn many to rigkteouſneſs, as 
the ſtars for ever and ever.” Dan. xii. 3. 
Let us now ſhow, in what manner a defire for the - 
falvation of ſinners ought to be expreſled ; - for this 
delice, when true, will not be idle, but active, and 
BY perſons on earneſt endeavours to accompliſh 
it: an | | 
I. By prayer. The converſion of a ſoul, like the 
creation of the world, is the work of God alone, A 
real Chriſtian is a new creature, “ born not of the 
will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God.“ 
John, i. 13. St. Paul therefore, in our text, men- 
tions, not only his © heart's deſire, but © his prayer 
to God” alſo. Thoſe who truly pray for themſelves, 
will pray far others too. If a huſband or a wife has 
a partner who knows not the Lord, prayer will be 
immediately offered. If a parent has an ungodly 
child, like Abraham he will cry, O that Iſhmael 
might live before thee ! or like the poor man, Matt. 
XVii. 15, Lord have mercy upon my ion. Thus Job 
roſe early in the morning, and offered up ten offer- 
| | ings 
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for his ten children; becauſe he feared they 
ſinned againſt God in their feaſts with each other, 
2. We fhbould urge our friends to come and hear the 
goſpel.” Do not be aſhamed to invite them to hear 
that word, which God has made his power to your 
falvation. When Chriſt called Andrew to be his 
diſciple, Andrew ſoon invited his brother Peter; and 
the wn; after, when Chriſt called Philip, Philip pre- 
* 


ſentl Nathanael, and invites him to come and 
hear Jeſus. So when the Lord ſent Peter to preach to 
Cornelius, a Roman officer, he found Cornelius had 
called together his kinſmen and friends, and they 
were all gathered together in a private houſe, as you 
may be here, to hear all things which God had com- 
manded Peter to preach. O how many have had 
reaſon to bleſs God for ever, that ſome kind friend 
firſt invited them to go and hear a goſpel ſermon! 
Practiſe this, my friends; all of you who have taſted 
chat the Lord is ious, ſay to others, O taſte 
and fee that the Lord is good.“ Sinners, as you 
all know, are very active to bring others into fin, 
and to invite them to plays and merry meetings; 
why ſhould not we be more active to fave ſouls, 
than finners are to deſtroy them ? 2% 
3. There is another way in which we ſhould ſhew 
our deſire for the ſalvation of our fellow-creatures, 
and that is, by the Chriſtian education of children, our 
own, and our neighbour's. Abraham was commended 
of God for this — © I know him, ſaid the Lord, that 
he will command his children and his houſhold after 
him; and parents. were ordered, by the law, Deut. 
Vi. 7, © to teach their children the words of God dili- 
gently ; to talk of them when they fat down in the 
houſe, when they walked by the way, when they la 
down, and when they roſe up.” If parents-wiſh w 
to the ſouls of their children, they will try to inform 
their minds, bring them under the word, and reſtrain 
them as much as poſlible from ſabhath-breaking = 
1 | other 


dectit/ ulneſs 5 0 
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other: 3 And as chere are ſome ods who 

not, or cannot, inſtruct their own children, let us P 

what we can for them, Why ſhould one of 

little ones periſh, while Sunday ſchools may be _ 

up? The Lord proſper this good work, more and 
And to this we may add, conſtant regard to 


fanih mw _ by thoſe 5 are at the head of fa- 


milies. they have little regard to the ſouls 
of children aul rie who do — daily read the 
ſcriptures, and pray with their families. 
4. Perſonal eee is a great mean of good to 
the fouls of men. Exhort one another daily, while it 
is called to-day, le af any of you be hardened Brough the 
f fin: How often has God bleſſed one 
whey 00 en in his fear and love! A «© word ſpo- 
ken in ſeaſon, how good i is itz” O let us try, when- 
ever we can, mildly to reprove ſin; and give a hint 
on all proper occaſions, | in companies, on journies, at 
work, whereby we may prove, if the Lord bleſs it, 
the inſtrument of our neighbour's converſion. 

5. To all this, one thing more mult neceſſarily be 
added, and that is, a holy life. Actions ſpeak louder 
than words. “Let our 1 ſhine before men, that 
they, ſeeing our good wor bs,” as well as hearing our, 
good words, © may glorify God.” There is a teſti- 
mony for God in the life of a holy man, that the 
wicked. may deſpiſe, but cannot reſiſt. Thus let all 
Chriſtians hold forth the word of life, © that ſo, even 
the prejudiced, who will not hear the word, may, 
without the word, be won by our converſation.” | 
1 Pet. iii. 1. | 

APPLICATION“. | 

Men and brethren: Is it the duty and practice of 
al real Chriftians to be thus affectionately concerned 
for the ſalvation of others? — Should you not be 
much more concerned for your own ſalvation; you, 
who have aitherto totally ieglected it? O conſider 
the value of your ſouls. Are you not ſinners? And 
muſt you not ſoon r receive the. wages of your fins, | 

els 


* : 
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> « on without ſeeking it? O then be 
Nie: N fromi 5 dreadful ſtupidity, 
Cry to God for his mercy and grace, left you perth. 
This is the day of ſalvation. Io you is the word of 
- falvation ſent. O that it may not be ſeat in vain! 
Jeſus Chriſt is a great and gracious Saviour; he was 
never known to reject one perifhing ſinner who 
came to him for life. Let this be an encouragement 
to you to apply to him, and you will. find him able 
and willing to ſave to the utmo 3 

From what has been ſaid, we may learn the nature of 
true grace, how it opens the heart, and ſhews itſelf in 
love to God and man. This may afford ſome comfort 
to thoſe who fear they are deſtitute of it. Aſk your 
hearts whether they do not long for the ſalvation of 
your fellow-men ? and whether you do not with Chriſt, 
angels, and all good men, rejoice in their converſion? 
If ſo, it is a good evidence of grace. On the contrary, 
thoſe ſelfiſh ſouls who can be content to go to heaven 
lone, while they care not if all around them periſh, 
while they make no one effort to reſcne them from 
deſtruction; ſuch perſons have reaſon to fear; for if 
we love not our neighbour whom we have ſeen, 
how can we love God whom we have not ſeen ? 

Finally, let every ſerious hearer ſuffer the word of 
exhortation. See, in St. Paul, a pattern of holy zeal, 
and imitate it. Like him, let it be your heart's deſire 
and prayer to God, that Iſrael may be ſaved. Look a- 
round you, and fee, . who is there to whom you may be 
uſeful? Conſider by what means you may beſt advance 


DS” glory of the great Redeemer, by bringing ſouls to 


him. Remember that life is ort, and all opportuni- 
ties of uſefulneſs will ceaſe, Work then while it is 
day, for the night of death is coming, when no man 
can work. © Serve your generation according to the 
will of God,” and then enter into the promiſed reſt; 
where, with all the redeemed, you ſhall glorify the 
nme R 
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uuleſs they are pardoned for Chriſt's fake? And ein 


7 be raus Som; ; or, the Penitent abel ly 
12 received. 1 


Fo this my fort was lead, and is alter again; 52 was 
bft, and is an And they began to be merry. 


ary, 
ven 

iſh, JESUS. Chriſt came into os id to fave ſinners ; 3 
rom he therefore behaved in a kind and affable man- 


rif ber to all, even to ſome. who had been very great 
en, WM ſinners. This offended the Jews, and eſpecially the 
ſelf-righteous Phariſees. They thought that a holy 
1 of MW prophet ſhould have nothing to do with ſuch bad 
cal, people; not conſidering that he went among them 
fire {MW on purpoſe to ſave them from their ſins: But Jeſus 
a- Chriſt vindicates his conduct, by appealing to the 
de cuſtom of men in general, who always rejoice when 
nce WW they recover any valuable thing that was loſt. 
; to Wl this beautiful and affecting p arable we have, 8 
i- I. The prodigal' s ſin Fe folly, 3 from 
his father, and living in a riotous manner. of 
II. His repentance and return, 
III. His kind reception. | 
IV. The envy of his elder brother upon on 


| San, xvIn. | * I. We 
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1. We have the prodigal's in and folly, v. "RE 
A certain man had two ſons :' and the younger of then 
said to bis father, Faid, — me the portion of goed; 


that falleth to = and he divided unto them his living, 
And not many days after, the younger fon gathered al 
together, and pres of his journey into a far country, and 
| there waſted bis ſubſtance with riotous a 
. The is an emblem of a ſinner. He 


diſliked the reſtraint of his / pious father. He wanted 
to be his own inaſter; to live in a ſtate of indepeg- 
dence, and to be governed by his own corrupt judge. 
ment. The language of fingers is, Let us break his 
bonds aſunder, and caſt away his cords from us;” 
they ſay unto God, ©« Depart from us; for we deſire 
not the knowledge of th en. What is the Almighty, 
that we ſhould ſerve hion ? and what profit ſhould we 
bave, if we pray unto him?“ Job xxi. 15. All na- 
' tural men are, like the profigal, men of the world, 

and want their portion in this life, regardleſs gf a 

portion in heaven: and, like him, they wiſh to live 
dt @ diſtance from God, and, as much as poſſible, 
without God, in the world.“ 

But let us ſtop a moment, and aſk whether this is 
not a pictute of ourſelves. ' Has not each of us, more 
or leſs, acted the ſame part? Is there not in us, even 
in us, a ech heart of unbelief, in departing from the 
Kkving God? Is not this the reaſon that ſo — 
fake the houſe of God, even on the Lord's 
they diſlike to hear G od ſpeak to them in his preached 
word—that they refuſe to ſpeak to God in their prayers 
—and that they deſpiſe trul — perſons, who 
| are of the family of God? Surely all this ariſes from 
hearts 4 alienated from the life of God;“ this is 
the carnabmind,*”” which" is enmity againſt him. 

Obſerve now, how he behaves in che diftant-coun- 


try to which he went. Probably he told his father 


tat he would traffic with his * and ſo mend his 
, op 


ven 
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une; br at leaſt, that he would trayel for the im- 
proyement il his mind ; but he no ſooner gets his 
zortion into his hands, and es his own maſter, 
han he enters upon a looſe, lewd, riotous way of life, 
in the l of bad women and other wicked com- 

panions. Thus he waſted his ſubſtance, and abuſed thę 
gits of God; gave hitnſelf up to luxury and laſciviouſ- 
nes, * to work. all uncleanneſs with greedineſfs.” _ 
See the conſequence of being left to ourſelves ; 
the miſery of departing from God! and O, beware 
of waſting his gifts ! r reaſon, our health, our 
ſtrength, our time, our money, our influence, are all 
talents committed to our truſt : let them be uſed to 
promote the glory of God and the fa[vation of our ſouls, 


ont abuſed to the purpoſe of fin and. deſtruction. 


Mark now, my friends, how certainly miſery fol- 
lows ſin. Ver. 14. Iden he had ſpent all, there aroſe 
a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in 
want, Here is a proof of the truth of that old pro- 
verb“ Wilful waſte makes woeful want.“ See 
how the pleaſures of ſenſe periſh in the uſtng * for 
1 crackling of thorns under a pot, ſo is the 
ughter of the fool: a noiſy blaze, | ſucceeded 
by diſmal_darkneſs. Let this, as Solomon adviſes, 
© keep thee from the evil woman; from the flattery 
of the tongue of a ſtrange woman; for by means of. 
a whoriſh woman a man is brought to a piece of 
bread, She hath caſt down many wounded. Her 
houſe is the way to hell, going down to the cham- 


ders of death.” Prov. vi. 24. and vii. 26. 


What was become of the prodigal's gay friends? 
Would none who had feaſted at his table come for- 
ward. to ſupply his wants? No: they all deſerted 
bim. Place no dependence on ſinful companions. 
Many adore the rifing ſun, who turn their backs 
upon it when it ſets. And how juſt it is, that he, 
who acts as an enemy to God, ſhould not be able to 
find a friend among men. a 
8 2 | One 
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One ſhould have thought that now, in his adver. 
ST firy; be would have turned his thoughts homeward, 
_ Surely this was a proper time for ſerious reflection. 
But he was not ſufficiently humbled: rather than 
go back to his father, he will ſubmit to the moſt 
ſervile ſtate. Ver. 15. He went and joined hi mſelf to 
a citizen of | 
to feed froine. It is no diſgrace in this country to 
be a ſervant, or to feed-any ſort of cattle ; but you 
are to obſerve that he was a Jew, and as ſwine's 
fleſh was forbidden to the Jews, there could be no- 
thing more odious and abominable to him than the 
care of ſwine. It ſeems too, that this gay youth 
was a poor worthleſs creature, and, notwithſtanding 
his education, fit for no better employment. O how 
are the mighty fallen, and how 1s the fine gentle- 
, <a et VIE 
But far greater is the diſgrace of ſinful men. Cre- 
ated at firſt in the image of God; honourable and 
happy in communion with him ; ſee him now fallen 
from his high eſtate, become a ſervant of fin, yea, 
a flave of the devil; a companion of beaſts ; yea, 
himſelf, as Biſhop Hall ſpeaks, „Half a beaſt and 
half a devil!“ Whatever ſinners may think of them- 
_ ſelves, their wretched buſineſs is no other than the 
prodigal's ; they are making proviſion for the fleſh, 
to fulfil the luſts thereof, and that is no better than 
feeding greedy, dirty, noiſy ſwine. 88 


ilgraceful as his employment was, could he have 


D 
got leſome, though plain, food, he might have 
made himſelf content. But, to fill up the meaſure of 
his miſery, we find he was almoſt ſtarved to death. 
Having, perhaps, a hard-hearted maſter, and that in 
a time of famine, he had not a morſel of bread; he 
muſt not only feed the ſwine, but feed with them, and 
Eat the ſame food. Ver. 16. He would fain have filled 
his belly with the huſts which the fwine did eat—wild 
chefnuts, probably, ot ſome ſuch traſh, not fit for a 


man 


that country, and he ſent him into bis field; 


— — ES. 2 
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nan to eat; but though he would have bean gies of 
them, he could not get them, or not enough of them, 


to ſatisfy his hunger. 


Here alſo is a picture of the ſinner. Huſks are 


food for. ſwine, not for men; ſo the things of this 
are no more fit to ſatisfy the. immortal ſoul, 
than huſks to feed the body. They ſuit not our na- 
ture, nor ſatisfy our defires © 
| «© Why ſeek ye that which is not bread, 
Nor can your hungry ſouls ſaſtain? 
On aſhes, huſks, and air ye ſeed; +. Label 
Ve ſpend your little all in vain.” 


| I Let us now proceed to a more pleaſing part of | 


the ſubje&, - It is a long lane, 


they ſay, which has 
no turning, and yet, alas! — ; 


go on all their 


= 
inſtance of a ſinner, reduced to the laſt extremity, to 
whom his afflictions were ſanctified, beginning to re- 
pent and return to God, Ver 17. And when he came {8 
lumſelf, he _ How many hired ſervants of my father's 
have bread enough and to ſpare, and I periſh with hunger 


He came to himſelf” - remarkable expreſſion! 


He had been be/ide himſelf; he had acted the part of a 
madman; and indeed ©« the heart of the ſons of men 


$ full of evil, and madneſs is in their heart. Eccleſ. 


ix. 3. Do madmen miſtake their own condition, and 
fancy themſelves kings and emperors, fo do poor fin» 
ners; they think themſelves ſpiritually & rich, and in- 


creaſed with goods, &c. and know not that they are 


wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked,” Madmen are often deſperately miſchievous, 
and even felf-murderers. So are all ſinners. What 
madneſs can be equal 
ſoul for the fake of a few momentary pleaſures? Yes, 
ve are all far from ourſelves, when we are far from 
Cod; and we never return to ourſelves, till God, in 


83 mercyy 


{ 


to eternal ruin! But here we have an 


to the eternal deſtruction of the 


y_ 


4s Tc &S = a> ef Ss — —— — 


Phe THE PRODIGAL SON, 
mercy; return to us. Regard not then the fo6liſh te- 
proach of the world, who will ſay, Bae you are 
truly concerned. for your ſouls, Ou. are mad. 
Ns ;. they are the maden who live "1 in; ; you, who 
are cothing to God, have come to yourſelves. 
The orddioal compares his own wretched ſtate 
with the condition of his father's meaneſt ſervants, 
I am ſtarving ; they are feaſting. I am miſerable; 
they are happy). Juſt ſo, a re ſinner - 905 
perceives his own' miſerable cafe, "= 2 
take of their happineſs, —— u 
and are his devoted ſervants. © I periſh,” ſaid 25 
fo may every man ſay who lives in ſin, „I periſh: 
but there are others (O that I were one of them!) 
5 who dwell in the houſe of the Lord ; feaſt upon his 
rich g * know that their _ are I and 
are full e peace and joy in believi 
Wb the pro itch of fuch a com- 
pariſon? Why, any effort, an immediate effort, to 
mend his condition. Hope ſprings up in his beart; 
and though there was but a may- be, a mere perad- 
venture, of ſucceſs, he makes the following wiſe re- 
ſolution: ver. 18, 19. 1 will ariſe and go to my father, 
and will jay unte TT Father, I have ſinned again 
Heaven, and before thee, and I am no more worthy tt 
be called thy Jon : make me as one of thy hired: ſervants. | 
He reſolves to return to his father. Now, what is pet 
- converſion, but the ſinner's return to God? This is ] 
what God calls us to in his. word—< Let the wicked WW te 
forſake his way, and the unrighteous man his of, 
thoughts; and let him return to — Lord, and he wie 
will have merey upon him; — to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon.” Iſa. lv. 7. But with what 
ſpirit will he return? Will he feign an excuſe, and 
go with a lie in his mouth? Will he ſay, I have 
deen very unfortunate ;. 1 have been robbed of my 
property; been deceived by ſwindlers; or had a ſhip 
zunk at ſea?” Or, will he plead bis youth and ai 
8 Kretion, 


thankful to pe a 
ſcullery. “ Make me as one of thy hired ſervants.” 


fend and provoke the God of Heaven; and in true 


I finned, and done this evil in thy fight:” Before 
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Though I have ve done: wron 85 1 
had a good Heart . Such, my; friends, are the 
wretched excuſes of unhumbled ſinners. But the 


etetion, and ſay, cc 


xrodigal-,now- perceived the plague of his own heart: 
be was © poor in ſpirit; he would make no excules ; 
but own his guilt, and confeſs he was unworthy to 
he treated as a ſon; he would be contented: and 
be admitted into the kitchen or the 


Thus will it. be with every true penitent; he will 

ive gloty to God by making full- confeſſion; of his 

Fo, and will ſincerely admit that he is totally un- 
worthy of the grace and mercy of God. 8 
Obſerve; he ſays, „ have ſinned again/t Heaven 
— againſt\ the God of Heaven; againſt the high au- 
thority of God, and againſt the wonderful-goodneſs 

of God. It is a fooliſh and hurtful miſtake. of ſome _ 
people, when they ſpeak of a drunkard, or ſome other | 
wicked man, to ſay — “ he hurts none. but himſelf.” | 
It is true, ſinners hurt themſelves ; but they alſo of- 


repentance, the ſinner, like the prodigal and like 
the Plalmiſt, will ſay, „Againſt thee, thee only, have 


thee, ſaid he; the prodigal had ſinned againſt his fa- 
ther, by throwing off his eaſy yoke; and let young 


=o: remember, that diſobedient and undutiful 


haviour to their parents is a fin againſt God, that 


needs his pardoning mercy, - and muſt be repented 
of. Think of this, children. Ft. y 


Shall we pauſe a moment— and aſk- ourſelves, 
whether we. find in our hearts a diſpoſition like that 
of the prodigal. We have all /inned with him, but 
which of us repents with him? Depend upon it, we 
ſhall not think of returning to God, till we feel the 
miſery of, departing from him. We have forſaken * 
God, we have ſet up for our own guides, we have 
abuſed the gift of God, we have been the _—_ of 

r 
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ſin; and have we not found em 
n a miſery, and danger in this condition! 

7 open our eyes, and help us to dif. 
er it we are convinced of thefe things let us 
make the 


19, He aroſe and came to his Nu There are many 


ich come to nothing. 


1 reſolutions fo | 
t has been faid, that © hell is paved with good reſolu- 


tions: perhaps there is not one unhappy creature 
— who did not at one time or other ſay, I will 


e prodigal, however, aroſe, and be 
his journey—a long journey —for you will reme * 
that he went into «a far coun 
tell what painful fears and doubts affaulted hjs mind 
on the way? -Hunge 
and he might have- ſaid “ How can theſe trembling 


perhaps I may die on the road: I live 
to reach the place, how Pha i the ſight of the 
houſe? My father, my offended father, will refuſe 
to ſee me; forbid me the houſe ; and after all my la- 


ever, though I may periſh if I go, I my? periſh if I 
ftay. I will ariſe, and go to my father. — He goes. 

He continues his journey; and, x length, after many 
a weary ſtep, and many a toilfome 1 he catches 


a glimpſe of the 3 he halts; bis heart beats; * 


a thouſand fears ruſh into his mind. Ah! what ſhall 
I do? What ſhall I ay? ? 
Juſt then, for fo Providence ordered it, when he 


2 yet a great way 4 fl ms bi faw him, and had 


ran, and fe on his neeh, and kiſſed 
Rn 7 Ye 


41164 Thing we are to conſider; his kind reception. 
God's eyes are upon all his creatures. © He looketh 


upon men,” to fee if there be any that regard, 8 


ptineſs, inſufficiency, 


prodigal's reſolution, © I will ariſe ;” and 
not only make it, but executs it; for we read, ver. 


7 and go to my father; but their reſolutions died 
2 


"Ah! who can 
r had brought him very low; 
N me ſo many miles? T 9 1 


bour, I may de rejected, and juſtly too. But, 4 7 
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that return -and the very firſt motions of the heart 
towards him are noticed. © He looketh upon men; 
and if any ſay, I have ſinned, and perverted that 


which was right, and it profited. me not; he will! 


deliver his ſoul from going down into the pit, and 
his life ſhall ſee the light.” Job xxxiii. 82. 
He had compaſſion. A parent can readily. conceive 
what tender feelings would be excited by the. fight 
of; a long-loſt child, returning in this miſerable 
plight ; and by. theſe feelings the God of mercy is 
pleaſed to expreſs his perfect readineſs to receive and 
forgive'a repenting ſinner | : 
He ran. The prodigal, perhaps, ſtopped ſhort, 
afraid to venture on; but the father runs; forgetting. 
his age, and the gravity of his character, he runs to 
meet him, impatient to embrace him. } 5 
He fell on. his neck, and kiſſed bim; though ragged, 
though filthy, though lately come from feeding ſwine. 
Any other than a father would have loathed ; but the 
parent loves, and manifeſts his love by his affection- 
ate embrac es . 1 
What a wonderful diſplay is this of the love of 
God! It is thus that God prevents us with the 
bleſſings of his goodneſs. It is thus that repenting 
ſinners are welcomed by the God of mercy. Hear 
it, O my friends, hear it for your encouragement, 
that our God is © ready to pardon, gracious and 
merciful, flow to anger, and of great kindneſs.” 


Nehem. ix. 17. Hear his own words: Jer. xxxi. - 


18, «I have ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning him- 
ſelf thus: Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſ- 
tiled as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoke: turn 
thou me, and I ſhall be turned, for thou art the Lord 
my God. Surely after that I was turned, I repent- 
ed; and after that I was inſtructed, I ſmote upon 
my thigh; I was aſhamed, yea, even confounded, 
becauſe I did bear the reproach of my youth.“ This is 
the language of Ephraim's repentance, Now hear 
F | een TUO HI 
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the/ language of God's nen, ver. 20. 415 
Ephraim my dear fon? is he a pleafant child? For 
ſinee 1 ſpake ſt him, I do earneſtly remember 
him Mill ; 2 my bowels are — for him: 
I will furely have 1 upon him, faith the Lord.” 
Yes, firs, God, for Chrift's fake, keeps mercy in 
ſtore for the chief of ſinners who return to him, 
Now what effect had this kind behaviour on the 

Did it make him ſuppreſs. his intended 
3 Did it prevent the humiliation he reſolved 
No; - it rather inereaſed his contrition and 
y Sant An awakened ſinner is affected and 
melted down with the diſcoveries of God's free, full, 
pardoning love in Chrift Jeſus, it appears ſo o gret 
fo undeſerved, and ſo excellent. 
St « Law and terrors do but harden, 

All the while they work alone; 

. But a ſenſe of blood-bought pardon, 

Soon diſſolves a heart of ſtone.” 


” prodigal no ſooner meets his father than he 
Father, I have ſinnad againſt heaven, and in 
thy bt, and am no more worthy te be called thy ſon fo 
— he was going on; he would hve ſaid more; 
the father ſtopped him, and ſaid to his ſervants, who 
with ſurpriſe had followed him, and gathered round 
to behold the affecting ſcene, —® Bring forth the bf 
robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, 
and "res on his feet; and bring bitber the fatted cat, 
and kill it; and let us eat 2 be merry: for this ny 
ſen was dead, and is alive again; he was loft, and it 
Hund.“ Ver. 22 — 24. 
"The prodigal was half naked; he is clothed, and 


that with a robe; the dreſs of a prince rather than of 


a ſervant. He had the appearance of a wretched ſlave: 
the ornaments of a free man were put upon him. He 
was ready to ſtarve ; the moſt delicate food is prepared 
for him. He was almoſt overwhelmed with grief; 
8 and joy now fill his heart. 8 the 
OwWer 


ENS”. 


SERMON. XVIII... . It - 


F -, 
lower a penitent ſinks in humility, the higher will 
God he? a him, and -heap. upon on the greater be- 
refits. . The reconciled ſinner ſhall be treated as 4 
child; he ſhall be clothed with the ents of fal- 
vation, with the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; he ſhall 
have the ſeal of adoption, and the graces of the Spi- 
nit enabling him to walk in the ways of God. 7 
1 the We haye ſcarcely time to notice, in the fourth 
nde! Place, the behaviour of bis ill-natured elder brother ;, 
Ives fuffce it to ſay, it was a picture of the Phariſees 3 
and and repreſents the character of many, © who value 
and Wt themſelves: on the regularity of their own conduct, 
full, and betray a ſtrong averſion to the rich grace of the 
Goſpel, which is extended to the greateſt ſinners; 


* they are offended that no peculiar compliment is paid 
to their excellence, and: that .others whom they de- 
' ſpiſed are put on a level with them,” Thus Chriſt 
reproves them, 33-5 

TY 5 CONCLUSION. 

12 Men and brethren: There are two things in this 


on arable which I truſt you will not forget — the folly of 
10 finners, and the. compaſſion of God, Let each one of 
us conſider, . whether he has not ungratefully run 
ung way from God diſlixed his reſtraints — been wiſe 
beff in his own conceit—jndulged forbidden luſts — and 


ind, 8 uſed the bounties of heaven? And yet perhaps to- 
0% tally inſenſible of the evil of ſo baſe conduct. In 
; my the midſt of proſperity there was not a thought of 
1 i; eeturning to God; and even in affliction, trying any 


other method rather than that. But ſurely it is 


and bigh time to bethink ourſelves. May divine grace 
1 of bring us all to ourſelves, as the neceſſary mean of 
ve: bringing us to God. Let us reſolve, without a mo- 
He ment's delay, to humble ourſelves at his feet; and 
red let us be encoureged to do ſo, by the affecting ac- 
jef; count we have heard of God's kindneſs, © He fees 
the Lr off the returning ſinners; he pities, he _— 
wer ; T5 >. <0 


- 


r 0 


THE PRODIGAL "SON, 


robe of the Redeemer's righteouſneſs; 2. 
ornaments of ſanctifying grace; 
ich the tokens of adopting love; 
inve with all the privileges of his deat 
children. that we' may feel the charming force 
of theſe heavenly attractions! May there be joy in 
heaven and earth this day on our account; and may 
we, | thus received into the houſe of God, abide 
chere all the days of our life, admiring and adoring 
the ſovereign, free, and everlaſting grace of God; 
and ſaying, © Behold! what manner of love the 
| upon us, that we ſhould be 
called the ſons of Gd. 


The mighty God will not deſpiſe 
The contrite heart for ſacrifice; 
The deep-fetched figh, the ſecret groan, 
Riſes accepted to the throne. 7 
He meets with tokens of his grace, 
| The trembling lip, the bluſhing face; 
8 His bowels yearn when ſinners pray, 
And Mercy bears their fins away. 
is When fill'd with grief, o'erwhelm'd with ſhame, 
He, pitying, heals their broken frame; 
lle hears their ſad complaints, and ſpies 
His image in their weeping eyes. 


a» 


IJI0o ſee his ſpendthrift ſon return, 

And hear him his paſt follies mourn!” 

And now let us, who long have been 
The wretched ſlaves: of hell and fin, 

ERepent — made wiſer by the rod 

Come to ourſelves — and then, to God. 
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| JOHN xu. 6. 


Jam the Ways 


F we believe there is N future ſtate of happineſs, 


called heaven, and a future ſtate of miſery, called 


— 
* 


hell, there can be nothing of greater conſequence to 


us, than that we may obtain the one and eſcape 
other. If we have any ſerious . 1 of theſe 


things, we cannot but inquire, Which is the true 


way to heaven? Every thing that calls itſelf Reli- 


the 


gion pretends to be the way; but, as there are ſo 


many different ways, they 
yea, we are bold to ſay _y are all wrong, except 
one, and that one is declared in the text; 7 am t 


way, ſaid Jeſus ; no man cometh to the Father, but I 
ne. Our Lord ſpake theſe words to his diſciples  -. 
when they were full of trouble becauſe he was 
He comforts them by ſaying. 

he was going to heaven, his Father's houſe, to 
prepare a place for them; and that he would come | 
again, and receive them to himſelf, - that where he 
was they alſo might be; and then he adds, Whi-. - 


way. ye know.” But 
ubtful turn ß 


about to leave them. 


ther I go ye know, and the 
Thomas, who was rather of a 


{till 


mind, replied Lord, after all thou haſt ſaid, we ar: 
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cannot all be right: 


- 
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ill at a loſs about the. place where thou art going, 


and how then can we know the way to fo low thee? 
Jeſus anſwered, I am the way; which is as if he had 
faid, I am the Mediator between God and man; J 
am the means of intercourſe between heaven and 
earth; whatever comes from God to a. ſinner, comes 
through me; and whatever, of an acceptable kind, 

goes from a ſinful man to God, muſt paſs through 


my hands. In treating upon theſe very important 


and uſeful words we ſhall ſhow— 
I. To what Chrift is a way; and 

II. Wrat fort of a way he is. © | 

1. We are to conſider, Nhat Chrift is a way t, 
Every way or road leads from fome place to : nother: 
pow, as he is pleaſed to call himſelf a way, in con- 
dieſcenſion to our mean c- pacities, we are to conſider, 
bat he is the way jrom, and what he is the way to, 
We are to remember that we are fallen, guilty crea- 


tures, in a ſtate of fin, and liable to all miſeries 


here and hereafter; and that we are far from God, 
from rig teouſneſs, a: d from heaven: now, if ever 
we are brought back to God and a ſtate of grace 
here, and to a ſtate of glory hereafter, it muſt be in 
and through: Jeſus Chriſt alone. We fay then, that 
Chriſt is te way ts Ged, and the way to heaven. 

. The firſt of theſe is directly expreſſed by our bleſſed 
Lord in the text: I am the way; no man (ometh to the 
Father but by me. When man was firſt created, he 
lived in a happy ſtate of nearneſs to God; be knew 


Soc, and delighted in him as his chief good ; but 
'- fin, curſed fin, ſoon made a dreadful ſeparation ; and 


now we come into the world © eſtranged from God, 
and go aftray from the womb; we defire abſence 
from God: * he. is not in all our thoughts ;” but we 
ſeek happineſs in ſin and folly. Yet is the Lord our 
_ God pleaſed to invite us back to him, by the promiſes 
and bleſſings of his goſpel, and by the ordinances of 
his houſe. And although multitudes deſpiſe theſe, and 
madly reſolve to purſue the way of deſtruction, yet 3 

| . | | happy 
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happy few there are, who hear the voice of the San 


of God in his word, are made ſenſible that, being far 


from him, they muſt periſh, and that it is for - 
them to draw nigh-to him. But theſe perſons have 
'oftentimes ſuch an aweful view of the glorious and > - 
dreadful majeſty of God, as an infinitely holy and 
2 and of the diſtance that ſin has occaſioned, 
hat they know not how to approach him. The pro- 
phet Micah thus expreſſes the anxious deſires of 
ſuch an one, chap. vi. 6. © Wherewith ſhall I come 


before the Lord, and bow myſelf before the high 


(God? Shall I come before him with burat-off rings, 
with calves of a year old? Will the Lord be pleaſed 
with thouſands of rams, or with ten thouſands of 


rivers of oil? Shall I give my firſt born for my tranſ= 


70 che fruit of my body for the fin of my 
Tout?” Bleſſed be the Lord, © he hath ſhewed us 
What is good.“ He hath given us a full anſwer to 
theſe inquiries in our text. Jeſus is the way. It is 
not by coſtly offerings of blood or oil, nor at the 
dreadful expence of ſacrificing a darling child; but 
Jeſus ð the way. He not only came to /how us the 
Way, but to be the way. He did not come to tell us 
dow we may make our peace with God,” as ſome 
expreſs themſclyes, but to be our peace; for © he made 


7 through the blood of his crofs.” It is by the 


death bf Jeſus that we draw near to God; fo St. Peter 
tells us, “ He ſuffered for ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt, 
that he might bring us to God.” e were far from 
him ; we had neither the will nor the power to return; 
and fin, if not atoned for, muſt have made an everlaſt- 
ing ſeparation between a holy God and vile ſinners; 
but Jeſus, who was perfectly juſt and righteous, en- 
dured the moſt ſhameful and painful ſufferings on the 
croſs, for us, that is, in our room and ſtead, that he 
might reconcile us to God, and bring us to a holy 
conformity to him and happy communion with him 
here, and to the eternal enjoyment of him hereafter. 
In this way, that is, 1 eſus, we have free acceſs 
2 | . to 


_ "the great God, as our reconciled God and 
we may uſe holy freedom. with him in our prayers; 
we have this liberty of acceſs by the merit of Chriſt's 

| blood, and by the application of it to our conſciences | 

., _ through faith therein. This is the way prepared for 
our uſe, even Jeſus, who is © the way, the truth, and 
the life; he is the truth and ſubſtance of all the ordi- 
nances of the Old Teſtament; with particular refe- - 
rence to the rending of that vail which ſeparated the 
holy of holies in the temple from the holy place ; and 


* 
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to the glorious Maj of heaven; we may, b 
In his . = 99. 14 boldneſs to oy by proe 
grace,“ there to © obtain mercy and find grace to 
Belp us.” Hear what St. Paul ſays of this matter, 
| Sag x. 19, &c. „ Having, therefore, boldneſs to en- 


ter into the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus by a new 
and living way which he hath conſecrated for us, 


658 through the vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh—let us Fins 
near with a true heart, in Full aſſurance of faith.” 


What a glorious privilege is this! We may 1 de 
L ather; 


which rending took place at the moment of our Sa- 


_viour's Tine wi*ch ſignified that now the way to 
| God and heaven is laid open for all believers ; and 
tis is the ſecond ing propoſed. 


2. Jeſus Chrift is the way to heaven. This indeed 


follows the other-; for if we come to God by Jeſus as 
our reconciled Father; if fin be pardoned, Ka we are 


admitted to a life of holy communion with him here, it 


is certain that we ſhall alſo have © an abundant entrance 
into his heavenly kingdom and glory.” Jeſus died to 
"& redeem us to God,” to his favour and image here, and 
to = BY hereafter. - He died to “ bring many ſons 


;” that they may be ſatisfied with the good- 


moo of his houſe, even of his holy temple ;** that they 
may be © pillars. in that temple never more to go out; 


that they may approach him in a more ſublime way of 
- *worſhip than at _ without the help of means 
and ordinances z that * may «ſee him re to og 
n 3 +'withou 


- 
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| without a cloud -to hide his glory from them, and 
e of without the clog of ſinful fleſh 2 blood. Now Jeſus 
s the only way to heaven. This is the record of the 
God hath given to us eternal life, and this 
* fe is in bis Son.” There it is, and no where elſe 
and whoever thinks to get to heaven another way;. 

us, miſſes the true road, and will be eternally diſappointed. 
raw There are many ways to hell, but only one to hea- 
ven; and if Feſus be not our way, we ſhall never get 


wal thither. As ſinners, we have forfeited heaven and 
er; deſerved hell; but Jeſus Chriſt has not only redeem- 
rs; ed. his people from the curſe, that they may not go- 


fs to hell, but by his perfect obedience, or righteouſ- 
neſs, he has. procured for them à title to heaven. The 
"i ee of Chriſt is “to, and upon, all who 

ieve in him; it is: transferred to them, imputed- 


2 to them, or reckoned to- their account, as if they had 
fe- themſelves performed it;. and on this ground it is that 
the they are admitted into the realms of light and glory: 
and « therefore are they before the throne, becaule they 
da- have waſhed their, robes, and made them white in the 


to Mood of the Lamb;“ and not on account of any good- 
ind ness, virtue, or good works, of their own: | 

- Beſide this, there is a-fitneſs for heaven, a meetneſs 
ed off diſpoſition, and capacity of enjoyment, for that 
2 holy ſtate, without which no man can-ſee-the Lord: 
for it.is plain that a wicked man, a carnal:man, could 


are 
it not enjoy heaven, were he, admitted into it; there 
ce muſt therefore be a change of heart, a love of. God 
to and holineſs, as well as a title to glory. This alſo 
nd we have from Jeſus Chriſt. We are not pardoned by 
NS his blood, and then ſanctiſied by our own endeavours - 
d- (though theſe - alfo are to be uſed), but © Chriſt: is 
ey made unto us ſanctification. It is by the ſpirit of 
39 Chriſt, dwelling and working in us, that we are re- 
of newed in the ſpirit of our minds; the love and power? 
ns of {in mortified ; the world, with all its vanities, cru- 
* cified to us; and we led unto a ſpiritual life of com- 
ut 


munion with. God here, = the preparation a 
b | 3. ö or: 
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of our eterhal happineſs in heaveri. ' Thus is Jeſus 
in Set Po point of view, the way to heaven. 
g briefly ſhewn that Chriſt is the Ns to God 


And N let us ſtop a moment, and aſk — 


whether we have any deſire that he may be our way 


uin theſe reſpects? Are there not ſome who are fo far 


from wiſhing to draw nigh to God, that their hearts 
and lives plainly ſay, « Depart from us, for: we de- 
| fire not the knowledge of thy ways: Fou dare not 
ay ſo in words; but your actions fay ſo. God and fin 
cannot reign in the ſame heart; when you chuſe 
ſin and indulge it, you do in effect ſay God, be- 
ou 1 hate your company, I love your enemy, I 
fin, and will ſubmit to the devil's rule. 1 will 
have nothing to do with you. I hate prayer. I hate 
the Bible. I hate the ſaints.” This is horrid lan 
bur e, and you diſlike the ſound of the words; 
dut is not this the, fair language of your profane curl. 
ing and ſwearing, of your Juſt and lewdneſs, fornica- 
tion and uncleanneſs N Is not this the language of 
your ſabbath-breaking, and contempt of religious or- 
dinances and means of grace? When you get drunk, 
'and ſwear, 2 or ſteal, or commit any bad action, 
do you not fay; part from me, and let tin and — 
222 *. my ee conſider what will be the 
end of theſe things. Vou muſt die, and then appear 
| before God; a holy, a ju, an offended God ; and 
ſhould you not ire, w. may I come before 
bim are ? oor FE? a then Gat Jeſus is the 
way, and O that you may be made willing in the 
da; of his power, ”” to come to him for pardon and 
fe; for © he is able to fave to the mal al 
: wil come to God by him.“ 
The fame may be fal of Chriſt as the way to Gb 
ven. Oh! how many care nothing about heaven! 


= And can if be ſuppo d that any man will ever come 


to heaven, Fho never thought of it before he came 
Hitter?” No indeed. It is © the prize ſet before us, 


and the Chriſtian muſt © fo run as to obtain it, 


there 


SERMON xix. f 2182 7 


there is no way to run in, 1 Chriſt. Mot 
men hope to go to heaven when they die; 1 
few confider whether. they are in the right way. | 
Chriſt only is the way, let any perſon-1 inquire, _ 
any thing is propoſed to him as the way, 7s it Chrift ? 
wen bor Good works are the way, aſk, Are good 
works Chriſt? If they ſay, Baptiſm; and the Lord's 
ſupper are the way, aſk * 4 Are theſe Chriſt? Is 
repentance Chriſt ? Are alms Chriſt? This is a very 
ealy method of coming to the truth. Chriſt is the 
way; and therefore w — is not Chriſt, is not 
the way. He, then, -only, being the way, let us, 

II. . Show what fort of a way Chriſi is. 

I. Chriſt is a new way; ſo he is called, Heb. X. 22. | 


Not that the way of ſalvation by Chriſt is a new in- 


vention, for he 7 « the Lamb ſlain from the foun- 
dation of the world,” Adam, Abel, and Abraham, 
went to heaven in this way; but it is called zew be- 


cauſe, there was one before it. The firſt way, in 


which it was propoſed for man to be happy, was by 


bis own innocence, and perfect obedience: and if 
Adam had, not ſinned, this would have been his way 
to heaven: but as ſoon as he ſinned, and fell, and 


we in him, this way was ſhut up for ever: ſo that 


there never was a ſoul got to heaven in the way of 
works, nor ever will. This way, by grace, came 
after the other, - and inſtead of it, and is therefore 
called a new way. | 

It is called new becauſe it was newly ad: when 
te New Teſtament was written. . Jeſus Chriſt had | 

Ws died to become this way. Tt is new, becauſe 
newly | and more plainly revealed in goſpel times 


chan it was before; and becauſe it will always he 


new, and never give place to any other. ; 
2. It-is a living way. This way to heaven was by 
Chriſt's dying: yet it is called a living way, beca 


all our life Geing s from his death.  Chrlit is the life 
of all Who "ag ſpiritually or eternally, . This way is 
odden only by ſuch. All who! are in this 1 
| we 


* 


= 


our peace 
deep and difficult things 
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* alive to God, and, what iv word, they hall -never di 


The eternal life of all who are in ſt and walk in 
Kim, is ſecure; for becauſe he lives they ſhall live 
alſo. No man ever died upon this road. I an, faith 
Chriſt, ehe reſurrectiom and the life ; be that believeth 
im me, though be were dead, yet ſhall be live; and 
| liveth and believeth in me ſhall never dit. — 
body indeed muſt die, becauſe of fin,. though 


in the Bible ; but the grand. 


truths which. concern our ſalvation are perfectly plain 


and eaſy. What can be plainer than what is faid 


about our fallen, ſinful, helpleſs ſtate, as ſinners ? or 


about Jeſus Chriſt, as the only all- ſuficient Saviour? 
or about our duty, as ſaved ſinners, towards God, 
and man? It is a great bleſſing to poor 
theſe things are ſo plain, and that God by his Spitit 
makes them ſo, even to “ babes and ſucklings; for 
the entrance of his words giveth light; it giveth: 
underſtanding to. the ſimple. | 

4. It is a free way. There are private ways that 
belong to great men, and they are open to few; it 


would be a- tr 


There are no bars 


people that. 


efpaſs for a ſtranger to. be found in. 
them; but this is a public way, the King's high-way. 
St. Paul ſays, it is conſecrated, that is, appointed, de- 
dicated, devoted to this purpoſe, and free for the uſe: 
of all who dehire to travel in it. 
- or-toll-gates, - where travellers muſt pay for permiſſion: 
to enter or proceed; ſor falyation is * without _— 
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and without price. Ifa. Iv. 1. It is a way prepared 
on purpoſe for the uſe of ſinners, who are returning 
to God; and no objeCtions are made to ſuch per- 
ſons. No worthineſs, nor qualifications, nor condi- 
tions, are required of the traveller; whoſoever will, 
may come and welcome. It is a free way. yx. 
5. It is a ſafe and ſure way. It is a firm ſolid road, 
there is no danger of ſinking in it, for Chriſt is the 
rock of ages. It ſuffers no alteration by rains and 
floods, as other ways do; it is pallable at all times; 
there is nothing at any time to hinder our acceſs to 
God, and progreſs to heaven. Nor is there any occa- 
ſion to fear enemies upon it. There are ſuch; but they 
cannot prevail. The devil (ſays one) has been buſy 
upon this road for about five thouſand years, but yet 
never ſlew one believer” for every traveller is © kept 
by the power of God, through faith, to ſalvation.” 80 
that he may walk on with boldneſs, and frar no evil; 
rejoicing. to think that every believer that once ſet his 
foot in this way, has been enabled to proceed, and not 
one of them failed of “ receiving the end of his faith, 
even the ſalvation of his ſoul,”? e OG Ee. 
6. It gant way. The Scripture ſays, © the 
ways of wiſdom are pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are 
peace. Satan invites men to travel in the ways: of 
lin, under the notion of their being pleaſant z and there 
certainly are pleaſures in fin; but they are for a ſhort 


' ſeaſon; they are now mingled with bitter pains and 


pangs of conſcience, and they will iſſue in miſery ever- 
laſting.” But © the ranſomed of the Lord, who return 


to the heavenly. Zion, “ ſhall come with ſongs and 


everlaſting joy upon their heads.“ Believers are called 
upon to © rejoice always in the Lord.“ Thoſe: who 
travel in this way are not only ſecure from harm, as 
you have heard, but the Lord has engaged for their 
ſupply on the road; he has promiſed that “ they ſhall 
be abundantly ſatisfied with the fatneſs of his houſe, 
and drink of the rivers of his pleaſure.” - They hall 


anker hs ſhadow with great delight, and his fruit 


1. 
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- of the way himſelf has promiſed to bear them com. 


is too commonly ſuppoſed that any way will do, if : 


*; My dear friends, ſuffer me to remind you that a Say 


- 


be fireet\to- their taſte.” ſhall enjoy the con. 
pany of the ſaints as their fellow-trav with 
-whom: their communion ſhall be ſweet. . Yea the Lon 


pany, and has faid, & Fear not, for I am with thee; 
and, I. will never leave nor forſake thee.” 
_ Laſtly, It is the only way. Many ways to God and 
Heaven have been propoſed by miſtaken men, under 
the influence of the great deceiver, the devil; and it 


man is but fincere in it. But th is cannot be true; 


for if any way of man's invention might ſuffice, what ; 
occaſion was there for Chriſt to come from heaven, ion 
obey the law, and endure the curſe, that he might be- 
come our way? for, if righteouſneſs come by the it 

Aa, or men can be their own ſaviours, or partake of way e 
the mercy of God without an atonement, all the vat Serip 
expence of Chriſt's ſufferings and death might have W right 

been fpared; yea, in that caſe © the grace of God is Prov 


Jet aſide, and Chriſt is dead in vain.” Gal. ii. 21. WH mine 
But Chriſt crucified is the only way; ſo St. Peter or n 
ſolemnly declares, Acts, iv. 12. Neither is there com: 
falvation in any other; for there is no name under after 
heaven, given among men, whereby we muſt be to u 
ſaved,” [here is ſalvation in his name: it was pro- Plain 
cured by him, and he ever lives to beſtow it: it is my | 
alſo publiſhed by divine authority; it is given forth ther 
in the preached Goſpel ; but there is no other, under ever 
heaven, given for that purpoſe ; none given by God's L 


orders; if any others are given, it is by impoſtors in t 


and deceivers, Jeſus only is the way to God and the 


| heaven.. Thus you ſee that Chriſt is a zew way—a WW unt 


living way- er way —a ſafe way — a pleaſant way our 
and the only _ 57 8 | * it! 
"> APPLICATION. ar 


as there is a way to heaven, and Chrilt iv WW phe 


chat way, ſo certainly there is a way to hell, n WS 


/ 
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be ſerious in ſerious matters. 
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that way and ſo ſurely as the believer in Chriſt ſnall 
arrive at heaven, ſo ſurely ſhall' the ſinner, going on 
in his wicked way, get to hell at laſt. O, ſirs, do not 

deſpiſe this! Do not laugh at it! It becomes you to 
« Now therefore, thus 
faith the Lord, Cunſider your ways.” The Scripture 

ſpeaks of a falſe way, a crooked way, a perverſe way, 
2-wiched way. Now what is your way? Is it he 
way of the fleſh, the way of the world? Then, give 
me leave to tell you, © it leadeth to deſtruction. Ihe 
Lord's eye is upon you. He knows the way you 
take; and the way of the wicked is an abomina- 
tion to him.“ Now, it is poſſible, you may be de- 
ceived concerning the way you are in; you may think 
it ſafe, while you are in the utmoſt danger, for, the 
way of the wicked ſeduceth them; Prov. xii. 26; and the 
Scripture declares, that there is a way which ſeemeth 
right to a man; but the end thereof are the ways of death. 
Prov. xiv. 12. Is it not then your wiſdom to ex- 


mine very carefully whether you are in the right way 


or not? and as the heart is very deceitful, let me re- 
commend it to you to pray for the Lord's help, leſt, 
after all, you ſhould be deceived. Let me adviſe you 
to uſe that prayer which you will find in the 139th 
Pla m, the 23d verſe — Search me, O God, and tnou 
my heart: try me ani know my thoughts: and ſee if 
there he any wicked way in me, and lead me in the w 
everlaſting. . i 
Liſten to the voice from heaven, which invites you 
in theſe words — Let the wicked forſake his way, and 
the unrighte:us man his thoughts: and lit bim return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon, iſa. lv. 7. Let 
it be your prayer that God would teach you hit way 
and convert you from the error of your ewn'ways: 
and for this purpoſe, read and hear the words of God, 
day to your companions, in the words of the Pro- 
phet — Ame ye, and let us go to the houſe of Cad, and 
he will teach us of bir ways, and we will walk in his 
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Is weed cy Sheet — God 1 believers, make: 
A bim as ſuch. Come boldly to the throne ? 
of grace. This is a way conſecrated ſor you, and free 
- for your uſe. Draw near to God, and he will draw | 
near to you. Remember he is a living way. Live 
upon him, and live to him. Let others ſee you are 
in 8 by your walking not according to the fleſh, 
but according to the ſpirit. Remember he is a ſure 
2 * walk with confidence in it, without 
ing: „He is faithful who hath pro- 
— Tt grow bad promiſed to keep his ſheep, and 
that none ſhall JN ache them out of his hand. The 
world may oppoſe and Satan ' oppoſe, but greater is 
that is in you, than he that is in the world,“ 
and <if God be for us, who can be againſt us?” 
Is Chriſt the way to heaven? and are any of you 
in bim I look forward with joyful hope of the glory 
of God. Bleis him for bringing you out of the paths 
of deſtruction, and leading you into the way of peace. 
Love Jeſus, for becoming your way, at ſuch an ex- 
ce to himſelf; and be concerned to walk even as 
walked. Thus ſhall you recommend this way to 
others, and conſtrain them to ſay, We will go with 
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The narrow way till him I view. 
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oy Coming Sinners Welcome to Chriſt. h 


Him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, 


* - 


"WO things are neceſſary to encourage a con- 

vinced finner to come to Chriſt for falvation : 
the one is, that he is able to ſave; the other is, that he 
is willing. Of the former, few comparatively doubt. 
And who can doubt at all, if he believes that Chriſt is 
the great creator of the world? For, «is any thing 
too hard for the Lord?“ Nor is there the leaſt reaſon to 
doubt of his good will to ſave. And yet, how many are 
diſtreſſed with fear on this account? There are few 
who ſay— If thou canſt do any thing, help us!“ But 
there are many who cry “ Lord, if thou vilt, thou 
canſt make me clean!” Happy the ſoul that comes 
thus far. Jeſus will anſwer, as he did of old,.“ 7 will. 
Be though clean.” This aſſurance he gives us in many 
parts of the Scripture, but in none ſo fully as in the 
text, Our Lord is here ſpeaking to a multitude of 
the Jews, who having ſeen the miracle of feeding five 
thouſand people with five loaves, followed him a great. 
way, in hope of ſeeing ſuch another miracle, and 
perhaps of living upon his bounty. But he exhorts 
them to ſeek the bread of life for their fouls; la- 
ments their unbelief; but comforts himſelf in this, 
that all who were given to him by the Father ſhould 
certainly come to him; and declares his perfect rea- 
r dinefs 
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dinek to eee every coming ſoul. This, my friends, 


is indeed good news; lad tidings of great joy 1 

thoſe of you who are ſeeking ſalvation, and why 
know that it is to be had als in Jeſus; eſpecially 
if your fearſul hearts have been tempted to think 
he will not receive you. Be no longer faithleſs but 
believi you & he, ſays, that if. you come, he will in no 
wiſe you out—he will on no account whatever 
reject or refuſe you, but readily embrace you in the 
arms of his mercy, and give you pardon, peace, holineſs 
and heaven. Now, that we may clearly underſtand 
this, and get the full comfort of it, let us conſider, 

I. What is meant by coming to Chrift; and, 

II. The encouragement held out in the text to 
all comers. 

IJ. What is nieant by coming to Chriſt. None can 
ſuppoſe it is coming to-him with our bodies: T his 
is now impoſſible; the heavens have received him 
out of our fight; and though his divine preſence is 
every where, his glorified body is only in heaven, 
And were he on earth, as he once was, coming to 
him with our bodies only would be of no uſe, as ap- 
pears from this chapter, ver. 56, where he ſays to the 
people who were round about him “ Ye alſo have 
ſeen me, and believe not.” Nor is it merely coming 
to his houſe, where he 1 is preached ; nor to his table, 
where-he is ſet forth. Many do all this, who are none 
the nearer to Chriſt. Ezek. xxxiii. 31. But this 
coming is to be underſtood ſpiritually; it is the com- 
ing of the heart; it is the motion of the mind; it is 
„the flight of the ſoul to Chriſt.” It is therefore 
much the ſame as believing in Chriſt; ſee ver. 35; 


« and Jeſus ſaid unto them, I am the bread of life: he 


that cometh to me ſhall never hunger; and he that be- 
* lieveth on me ſhall never thirſt ;” the ſame perſon i i 
intended, and the ſame act of the mind. 

But you will obſerve, that ſuch a comer to Chriſt is 
convinced of his fin and danger, and comes to Chrilt 
for help ;-juit as it is ſaid by the 228220 Iſaiah (xxvil. 


13. 9 


life.” 55 


SERMON XX. — $5: 


\ { | 
14.5, K The great trumpet ſhall blow and be blown, and 
they ſhall come which were ready to periſh.” No man 
will go and beg for bread till he is pinched with want. 
The prodigal fon never ſaid, © I will ariſe and go to 
my father,” till he was ready to periſh with hunger. 
It is a ſenſe of fin and a fear of hell, together with a 
hope of mercy, that puts a man upon coming to 
Chriſt ;_ for he himſelf declares, when ſpeaking to the 
ſews, © Ye will not come to me, that ye might have 
life.” Life, you ſee, is what a ſinner muſt come for; 
the life of his ſoul, for he now ſees that he is expoſed 
by fin to eternal death. Now, © all that a man hath, 
will he give for his life.“ When this is in danger, 
he will be in earneſt; he will be in haſte; and the 
language of the coming ſinner is“ What ſhall I do 
to be ſafe?” — “ Lord fave, or I periſh!” 
This coming of the ſoul to Chriſt ſuppoſes faith. 
No man can come to him till he has heard of him; 
and-no man can hear of him but by the Goſpel. Now 
the Goſpel means good news; glad tidings. The 
Goſpel tells us that “ Jeſus Chriſt is come into the 
world to fave ſinners; that © he is come to ſeek and 
to ſave that which is loſt ;”” that © his blood cleanſeth 
from all ſin.“ The Goſpel alſo calls and invites poor 
ſinners to apply to Jeſus, that they may have life. 
For inſtance, Jeſus ſays, Matt. xi. 28. (Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I - 
will give you reſt.” Now the ſinner hears theſe gra- 
cious words, The Holy Spirit gives him light to un- 
derſtand them. He mixes faith with them. He be- 
lieves them to be true. Now he cannot believe theſe 
things without being affected with them; without 
having a deſire to be intereſted in them. If he is per- 
ſuaded of the freeneſs, fulneſs, and ſuitableneſs of the 
ſalvation that is in Chriſt, his thoughts muſt and will 
de much engaged about it; his affections will be 
moved; in other words, he comes to Chriſt, his mind 
files to him for refuge, and there it reſts. 
Now this application of the ſoul to Jeſus has a re- 
U2 ſpect 
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| ſpe to the various offices and characters which he 


ſuſtains for our ſalvation. For inſtance. Is he called; 
Saviour, that ie, a deliverer? the ſoul deſires and 
hopes for deliverance from ſin and hell by him alone. 
Is he a Prophet? the ſoul, ſenſible of its woeful ignor. 
ance, comes to him, with a humble, teachable ſpirit, 
to be taught and made wiſe to falvation. Is he a Phy. 
ſieian? the convinced ſinner, ſick to death of fin, eag- 
erly applies to him for health and cure. Is he a Pri? 
the ſinner, longing for pardoning mercy, depends 
alone upon the merit of his ſacrifice. Is he a King? 
the ſoul, heartily weary of Satan's tyranny, willingly 
ſubmits to his mild government, and relies on his 


heavenly protection. In a word, he © receives Chriſt 


. Jeſus the Lord,” as offered to him in the Goſpel. 
Rere let us ſtop a moment, and put a queſtion, 
We have been told what believing is; what coming 
to Chriſt is; now, my friends, the queſtion is, Ds 
we thus come to Chriſt? He that cometh ſhall be 


ſaved; but he that cometh not, ſhall not be ſaved. 


O let us not neglect this great concern! © How 
ſhall we eſcape if we neglect this great ſalvation ?” 
"Fhink of a dying hour. Think of the judgment day. 
And O! how dreadful wou'd it be if Chriſt ſhould 
ſay to any one of us — “ Wretched creature, ruined 
ſinner, your deſtruction lies at your own door! You 
were told of your danger; you were invited to be- 
lieve in me; you were aſſured, that if you came to 
me, I would ſave you; but you refuſed; you would 
not come to me, that you might have lite. Periſh 
therefore. Periſh without pity, Periſh without re- 
medy !”? | 
jul words! rather let us, one and all, this very mo- 
ment, fly, in the wiſhes and defires of our hearts, to 
this compaſſionate Friend of ſinners. 

But perhaps there are ſome here who earneſtly de- 
fire to be ſaved, yet their hearts are full of fear, leſt 
they ſhould be rejccted. They have ſuch a ſight of 
the greatneſs of their ſins—of their ignorance—of 


their 


God torbid that we ſhould hear ſuch dread- 
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their - unworthineſs — of the wickedneſs of their 
hearts, that they are afraid to come, leſt the Lord 
ſhould caſt them out. „„ 
one. This is a very common caſe. You muſt not think 
nor- chat ſcarcely any one feels and fears as you do. 
Ait, Were you to talk with ſerious perſons in general, 
57 would find that almoſt all of them, eſpecially at 
-a0- Wl firſt, have had the very ſame fears, and have been fo 
, WM much diſtreſſed at times, that they were almoſt in de- 
nds pair. Jeſus Chriſt knew beforehand that it would 
";* de thus; and he therefore graciouſly ſpoke theſe 
gly kind encouraging words, on purpoſe to comfort 
his r, doubting, trembling, coming ſinners—“ Him 
poor, 8 S. © En 
riſt tat cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out.“ 
That we may take the comfort of theſe precious 
words, let us, 1 ov | 

II. Conſider the encouragement held out in the 
text to all comers: I ſay, to all comers -“ him that | 
cometh ;*” let him be who he may: high or low; - - |= 
rich or poor; young or old; learned or ignorant: 
yea, even great ſinners; the chief of ſinners: all 
who come ſhall be welcome. Great finners need 
great encouragement; and her they have it. 
What words could have been ſpocen more comfort- 
able to the diſtreſſed ſinner? Many are afraid that 
there is ſomething peculiar in their caſe; ſomething, 
on account of which they ſhah certainly be caſt out: 
but our gracious Lord, who wel. knew what timid 
creatures. His people are, has provided in theſe words 
an effectual antidote to their fears. This word Him, 
takes in all ſorts of «perſons, in all ages and 
places; all ſorts of ſinners, even the greateſt: it i 
includes liars, drunkards, harlots, theives, mur- 
derers, and all other kinds and degrees of ſinners 
whomſoever. If any doubt of the truth of this, 
let them. turn to the following texts: Ita. i. 18. | 
Matt. xii, 31. Matt. xxi. 31. Mark, xvi. 15. 16. 4 
Acts, xiii. 39. Only let them come, they ſhall be =_ 
f received ; no difficulties made; no objections ſtarted : 
. „ whatever 


pf 
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whatever they have been, whatever they have done, 
they ſhall not be eaſt out. Nay, more. Jeſus ſay; 
I will iz ne wiſe calt him out.” I will not 
any means, or on any account whatſoever, let it be 
what it may, caſt, him out; _— he may deſerve 
it though he may dread it ; let him take my word 
for it, I will receive and embrace him; I will ſhow 
him all the mercy. he needs, for pardon, peace, and 
holineſs: I will Give him for ever. Such is the im. 
— of theſe moſt gracious words. And this might 
| enough; were it not that ſinners who are coming 

to Chriſt, are commonly fruitful in fears and objec- 
tions, and can ſcarcely be perſuaded of this truth: 
it ſeems too great and too good to be true, at leaſt, as 
applied to them, who fee their unworthineſs and feel 
their guilt. For the greater ſatisfaction, then, of ſuch 
trembling ſouls, let us attend to a few conſiderations, 
from which it will appear, that Jeſus Chriſt will 
heartily welcome every coming finner. 

1. Confider the gracious nature, the kind diſpoſi- 
tion of Chriſt towards ſinners. © God is love.“ 
Jeſus is love incarnate. He is the God of love in 
human nature. His heart is made of tenderneſs: 
his bowels melt with love.” We are to remember 
that he is the brother of our nature. Becauſe ws 
are fleſh and blood, he became ſuch, that he might 
be a merciful- high prieſt, and through death, aboliſh 
death. Heb. ii. 14. 17. Te know the grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that, though he was rich, he 
became poor, that we through his poverty might be 
rich.“ Had he not loved finners, he had never for- 
faken the throne of | heavenly glory; condeſcended 
to be born of a poor virgin; to be laid in a manger; 
to be always a man of forrows, labours, and ſuffer- 
. ings; to endure the contradiction of finners againſt 
himſelf; and, after all, to be betrayed, falſely ac- 
cuſed, ſcourged, ſmitten, ſpit upon, crowned with 
thorns, and nailed to a croſs. ho, that conſiders 
this, can doubt whether Jeſus loves ſinners? 


The 
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which he hath given me 1 
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The names of Chriſt, both in the Old and New 
Teſtament, point out his gracious nature. Simeon 
waited for the Conſolation of Iſrael. Now if Jeſus 
had not a gracious heart, his appearance in the 
world would have been no conſolation to ſinful men. 
The prophet Iſaiah fays, „He ſhall feed his flock 
like a Shepherd: he ſhall gather the lambs with his 
arm, and- carry them in his boſom, and ſhall gently 
lead thoſe that are with young.“ Jeſus is this good 
and gracious ſhepherd, who even laid down his life 

for the ſheep 3 who feeds them in his pleaſant paſ- 
tures, and guards them with his almighty hang. 
He is the tender and ſkilful Phyſician, who heals the 
fick, diſordered, and dying ſouls ; who never refuſes a 
patient, nor fails in the moſt deſperate caſe. He is 
the Good Samaritan, who pities and helps the 
wounded and dying traveller, neglected and for- 


faken of men. He is the Huſband of his church, 


a name that implies tender care and kind affection 
and- whoſe love is the pattern for mortals to imitate. 
In ſtiort, he is, as his enemies reproachfully ſaid, the 
Friend of ſinners; not of ſin,” as they pretended, 
= that beſt of friends; who delivers us from our 
ns... | | | 3 


. Conſider the office of Chri \ As another argu- 


ment to prove his readineſs to receive a comin 

ſinner. Jeſus Chriſt, as touching his res 
is equal with the Father; but he condeſcended to 
become a fervant for our ſalvation. As ſuch, he 
often ſpeaks of being «ſent ;** and of doing, © not 
his own will, but the will of his father.“ And what 
is the will of the father, think you? “ This,” faith 
Jeſus, «is the Father's will which hath ſent me, that of all 
ſhould loſe nothing : but 
that every one which ſeeth the Son, and believeth on 
him, may have everlaſting life. Jotm vi. 39, 40. 
Jeſus Chriſt is & the Apo/tle and High Prieft of our 
profeſſion.“ The high prieft was an officer of the 
Jewiſh church, whoſe buſineſs it was to offer gifts 


and 
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der-hearted to the ignorant, and thoſe who were out 
of. the way, and to be faithful to Gad and man, 
Thus Jeſus, our great High Prieſt, is compaſſionate; 
« is, touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 
was tempted in all points like as we are; and, being 
made perfect through ſufferings, became the author 
of eternal ſalvation unto all them that obey him.“ 
Heb. iv. 1 5. 
Jeſus Chriſt to ſave ſinners. The high prieſt of old 
had nothing to do but with ſinners. It was an 


ETON office on purpoſe for ſinners: and this was the only 


errand of Chriſt to our world. He came © not to 
condemn. the world: he declined any thing of that 
ſort; as you may remember reſpecting the woman 
taken in adultery, he would not condemn. her, 
John, viii.; he abhorred her fin, but it was not his 


office to condemn; he came only to fave. And as 


to proud ſelf. righteous people, he had nothing to do 
. wita chem; for © he came not to call the righteous, 
but ſinners to repentance.” Look then upon Jeſus, 
as à public officer, appointed: by divine authority to 


diſpenſe mercy and pardon to every coming ſinner; | 
to every one who comes to God for mercy through 


him. As it is the duty of a judge to diſpenſe the 
laws, and do juſtice between man and man; or as it 
is the duty of the phylician of an hoſpital to take 


car cf all the fick who are in it; ſo it is the gra- 


cious office of the Lord Jeſus to diſpenſe mercy, 
N grace, life, and ſalvation to all who apply to 

im: and were it poſſible, we. ſpeak it wich the 
deepeſt reverence, were it poſſible, which it is not, 
that the bleſſed Jeſus ſhould refuſe and reje& one 
ſinner who comes to him for life, he would be un- 
faithful; but this can never be, we have his word 
for it in the text, © I will in no wiſe caſt out him that 


cometh.” 
3- Conſider, once more, the gracious conduct and 


behaviour of our Savipur When he was upon earth. 


« He 


and ſacrifices; it was neceſſary for him to be ten- 


v. 9. Now it is the office and baſineſs of 


apply 
diſeaſ 
with 
of or 
if thi 
them 


ſhow 


eaſes 
one 


ſands 
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« He went about doing go And who were the 
objects of his regard ? ere they the princes and 
rulers, the rich and proſperous, the wiſe and-learned? 
te; No. Theſe, in general, deſpiſed and rejected him. 

He turned his attention to the poor ak needy, the 
ing fick and miſerable; yea, to publicans and harlots, 


hor that he might reclaim and fave them. This was his 
1,” reproach—* a friend of ſinners.” Did he fee a mul- 
; of - titude of ignorant people following him for in- 
old ſtruction? How did he exert himſef in teaching 
an them; in houſes, in {; nagogues, in the temple, in a 
nly ſhip, on a mountain! How plainly, how {weetly, 
to how forcibly did he lead them into divine know- 
hat ledze! Nor did he forget their bodies. Were they 
jan hungry, and ready to faint? he had compaſſion. on 
er, them, and worked miracles to ſupply them with 


his food, . See alſo what vaſt numbers of diſeaſed perſons 
as apply to him; the blind; the deaf; the dumb; the 
do diſeaſed with fever, leproſy, palſy; and others poſſeſſed 
us, with the devil: he heals them all. You never read 
of one poor, ſick, miſerable creature that he rejected; 


185 

to if they came, they were welcome; he never ſent 
r them away diſappointed; and do you think he will 
2h Wl ſhow leſs pity to the ſorrows of the mind, to the diſ- 
he eaſes of the foul? Surely not; for the ſalvation of 
it one foul is of more conſequence than all the thou-. 
ce ſands of bodily cures he wrought upon earth. Every 
= man and woman that Chriſt healed, died at laſt ; but 
55 he whom Jeſus ſaves * ſhall never die, but have 
to everlaſting life.” And yet this, great as it is, is as 
Ie ealy to him as to ſay to a leper, be thau. clean. 
t, Come but to him, fellow-ſinner, and he will directly 
1e ſay, Be thou ſaved. 8 | 

1- Remember too, what a kind attention Jeſus paid 
d to mourning ſinners. Remember the penitent harlot 
at in the Phariſee's houſe : ſhe came behind him, and 


waſhed his feet with penitential tears; ſhe was de- 
d (piled by the Phariſee becauſe ſhe had been a great, 
þ haner, but Chriſt ipeaks kindly to her, and ſays, 
| . FEY | cc 1 hy 


29 
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« Thy fins are forgiven thee.” Remember what A 
he faid to another great finner, the Samaritan wo. diſpel 
man at the well of Sychar—< If thou kneweſt the ſelf n 

ift of God, and Who it is that fpeaketh to thee, ragen 

u would{t have aſked, and he would have given to mi 

- thee, living water,” John 4. 10. —If you knew the heart 
"worth of falvation, and would ak it of Chriſt, you ſays, 

_ « ſhould have it; and he ſays the very fame to us: „If wiſe 
you knew the value of my ſalvation, felt your need I am 
of it, and would apply to me for it, you ſhould not you. 
be denied. Remem̃ber, my friends, how Jeſus and | 
mourned and wept when hardened finners were about heart 


to periſh in their unbelief; remember how he wept 


to think of Jeruſalem's approaching deſtruction. Re- why: 

| member too, how he rejoiced at the proſpect of a nets, 
- - fitiner's falvation: though he was a man of ſorrows, you « 
this filled him with joy: and can you doubt, after all ſhly, 

- this, whether Jeſus will receive you or not: O, be him; 
not faithleſs, but believing. - Stagger not at this pre- e ( 
cious ptomiſe through unbelief; but be ſtrong in faith, Yo 
glorifying God. Ht Ar 

: inclir 
you \ 


From what has been faid, we may learn what an 
important thing it is to come to Chriſt, We are all 
dy nature, at a dreadful diſtance; and, © they that | 
are far from him,” if they die fo, © muſt periſh.” 
This then is the firſt and chief thing in religion, to 


come to Chriſt; that is, ſo to believe the goſpeh * 

as to apply in heart and mind to him for ſalvation. . 

It is not enough to come to church, or come to N 

„ meeting, or come- to ſacrament; all is in vain, if d 
we do not come to Chriſt: for ſalvation is to be had G4 

of none but Chriſt, and not of him neither without OP 
coming for it | _ 
Come then, you who never came before, You 2 


ſhall have heaven if you come; hell muſt be your 
portion if you do not come. Pray to God to draw 


you 


you. © Draw me,” ſays the church, © we will 
tun after thee.” Come quickly, You may be leſs 
diſpoſed to come to-morrow ; 7 55 to-morrow it - 
ſelf may never come to you. Conſider the encou - 
ragement that theſe words of Chriſt afford. Come 
to me,” faid Jeſus, © for I am meek and lowly of 
heart.” You need. not be afraid to come, for he 
ſays, and you may believe him, © he will in no 
wiſe caſt you out.” Make no excuſes. Say not, 
] am ignorant. Come to him, and he will teach 
you. Lay not, I have a hard heart. Come to him, 
ſus and he will ſoften it. Say not, I have a corrupt 
out heart. Come to him, and he will ſanctify it. Say 
ept not, I am a great finner---this is the very reaſon 
Ren why you ſhould come. This man receiveth ſin- 
f a Wl ners,” he came on purpoſe to ſave them, and bids 
WS, you come, that he may fave you. Think not fool- 
all iſaly, firſt to mend yourſelves, and then come to 
be bim; you will never be better til you do come. 

4s « Come needy, come 1 come loathſome, and bare; 
thy You can't come too filthy ; come juſt as you are.” 

And you who have come—adore the grace that 
inclined you to come; that made you willing in 
the day of God's gracious power, and that made 
you welcome in the day of his wonderful mercy, 


11 „ *Twas the ſame love that ſpread the feaſt, 

lat That ſweetly forc'd us in; . 

„ Elſe we had ſtill refus'd to taſte, 

60 And periſh'd in our sin.? 

el, What hath God wrought ! Is it not good to draw 

_ near to God? Have you not taſted. that the Lord is 

to gracious ? God hath ſtrewed all the way from the 


if gate of hell where thou waſt, to the gate of heaven, 
* whither thou art going, with flowers out of his 
own garden. Beh id how the promiſes, invitati - 


ut 

ons, calls; and encouragements of the goſpel lie 
5 round about thee,” O. keep near to thy Saviour; 
ur there is ſafety, there is peace, 225 


This 


Father hath 


Thus make © your callin 
election, by your calling. | 
Finally, let thoſe who have come to Chriſt by 
faith, rejoice to think, that ig. the heavenly world 
they ſhall come to him in a ſuperior manner. © Now 
we ſee through a glaſs darkly, but then face to face: 
Faith fhall be changed into ſight, and hope into 
poſſeſſion. So ſhall we be for ever with the Lord.” 


«« Come, weary ſouls with fin diſtreſs'd, 
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This laſt affords to every believer a ſure mark of 
his election. Do you ſometimes. fear whether your 
name is written in heaven; whether you are among 
his elect? Behold the certain proof. “ All that the 
iven to me Hall come to me. 
you come to Chriſt? Well then, this is the proof 
one of thoſe who were given to him, 
g and election ſure ;” your 


your being 


Come, and accept the promis'd reſt; 
The Saviour's gracious call obey, 
And caſt your gloomy fears away. 

« Oppreſs'd with guilt, a painful load, 
O come and 3 abroad; 
Divine compaſſion, mighty love, 

Will all the painful load remove. 

„„ Lord, we accept with thank ful heart, 
The hope thy gracious words impart; 
We come with trembling, yet rejoice, 
And bleſs the kind inviting voice. 


« Dear Saviour! let thy powerful love 
Confirm our faith; our fears remove; 
And ſweetly influence every breaſt, 
And guide us to eternal reſt,” 
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Jhe vain Excuſes of Sinners expoſed. 
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LUKE xiv. 18. 


aud they all, with one conſent, began to make excuſe. 


HE bleſſings of the Goſpel of Chriſt are, in the 
T parable of which the text is a part, fitly com- 
pared to the dainties of a noble and coſtly feaſt. 
I certain man made a great ſu and bade many, 
yer. 16. So Chriſt has made A entiful ' proviſion in 
his Goſpel for the ſouls of men, and freely invites 
al who hear it to be partakers. And he ſent his ſer- 
vants at ſupper-time, to ſay to them that were bi 
Come, for all things are now ready, ver. 17. So Chriſt 
having called the Fews by his own miniſtry, ſent the 
apoſtles after his reſurrection to renew the invitation, 
and to fay that the work of redemption was finiſhe 
ed, and that he was willing to receive all who 


"ſhould come by faith to him; and this is the lan- 


of the Goſpel wherever it is 828 . 
i hows ee eee ee 

v properly our Saviour compares the bleſfings of 
cur. vation to it. In a feaſt we expect —— 


proviſion= —Vvariety—elegance==company, and the 
whole gratis. All theſe, and more, Jeſus gives us in 
SERM, XXI 5 | 


kis 
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his goſpel. Here is « the bread of life which came 
down from heaven, without lick! we muſt for 
ever periſh; but eating which ſecures our eternal 
life. Here is plenty, for in our Father's houſe there 
is bread enough and to ſpare; and however many 
the gueſts who come, till “there is room.” Here 
is variety; pardon, peace, holineſs, 809 joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt, communion with God, perſe- 
verance to the end, and glory to crown the whole. 
Here is elegance; dainties worthy God to beſtow; 
dainties fetched from heaven; dainties purchaſed at 
| a coſt beyond the value of a thouſand worlds—for 
<« Chriſt's fleſh . meat indeed, and his blood is 
drink indeed! Here. is good company; for, ſittin 
down at the goſpel feaſt, © we — to an 3 
able company of angels; to the general aſſembly | 
and church of the born; and to God the Judge 
of all; and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect; 
and to Jeſus. And, what is beſt of all, it is grati: 
without money, and without price —© the 
poorer the wretch, the welcomer here. 
No if thefe great and glorious bleſſings are con- 
fadered, how neceſſary, how free, how precious and 
_ gclightful, one would naturally ſuppoſe that all men 
to whom the goſpel offers them, would as readily 
and joyfully receive them, as they uſually accept an 
Invitation to a. plentiful and agreeable entertainment. 
But, alas, it is not ſo! If we examine the ee 
rwi 


cuſed. Here is the man of buſineſs - 


ERMON ELON: 
8 XX 2 fs Bom 
. 


Yet amid this awful depravity, to the honour of 
Scripture and the truths of God, men are afhamed 
to give a direct refuſal; conſcience admits the value 
of the Goſpel, and Nr. to make their neglect 
of it appear juſtifiable, they have recourſe to various 
excuſes, with which they ſerive to ſatisfy themſelves 
and their neighbours, and vainly hope to ſatisfy God. 
To deſcribe theſe excuſes, and to anſwer then; to 
ſhew what they are, and the folly of them, is the 
buſineſs, which, with the Lord's aſſiſtance, I thall 
now attempt; and O that the Spirit of our God ma 
ſacceed what ſhall be faid to the conviction of theſe 
excuſers, and ſweeping away all their © refuges. of 


lies.“ 


We ſhall firſt notice the three excuſes. which fol- 
low our text; and then proceed to mention other 


excuſes and objections which are often made. 


I. The fir faid—1 have bought a piece of ound, 
and I ml nds go and fe it: Tpray thee have me 
exeu 

Ihis is the plea of a rich man, who- had been add 
ing field to field. He was under no kind of neceſ- 


| ſity to view the land he had bought : probably he 


had ſeen it before he had bought it; if not, he might 
have ſtaid till another day, and have found the field 
in the ſame condition; ut he wanted to feaſt his 

eyes upon his new purchaſe. See here an inſtance 


of the inordinate love of the world, the pride of poſ- 
| ſeſſion, the deceitfulneſs of riches. This was © a man 


of the world, whoſe portion was in this life,“ for 
the ſake of which he was deaf to the call of Chriſt, 
O how hardly ſhall they who are rich enter into the 
kingdom of heaven! fo great is the hers ad of loving 
the world too much. 

2. And another ſaid -] have bought foe yoke of 
oxen, and I go to prove them : I pray thee have me ex- 
the former 
was taken up with N z this with care. Too 

N 2 much 
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much leiſure, or too much buſineſs, are equally din- 


gerous to the ſoul.” This was a frivolous excuſe, 
- ike the former; another day would have done az 
well for proving oxen in the plough, for the pur. 


chaſe was already made; but anxiety for the world 


_ prevailed over his ſpiritual intereſt, And what iz 
this but. the common excule of tradeſmen, labour- 
ers, and women who have families? I have 15 
time to ſpare for religion. Let me aſk you, What is 
time for? Is not the care of the foul the one 
thing needful? Should you not 7 the king- 
dom of God and his righteouſneſs ? Beſides, © what 
will it profit, if you gain the whole world, and loſe 


your own ſoul.” And let me tell you, there is 


time enough to mind the affairs of both worlds 
and both are beſt minded together: the one need 
not , ſhut out the other. Religion will not make 


men idle; it will make an idle man induſtrious; it 


tends even to worldly proſperity. © Godlineſs is 
profitable for all things, having the promiſe of this 
life, and of that which is to come.“ | 
How can any man ſay he has no time for religion, 
when the Sabbath-day is appointed for that very pur- 
poſe; yet that holy day is profaned by many, by 
buſineſs, idleneſs, or taking pleaſure. There are 
fifty-two days in every year which ought to be 
wholly employed in public or private duties of re- 
ligion. - What account will they give to God of 
their time, who have ſquandered away their pre- 
cious hours in fin and folly, and who have turned 
their backs on the means of grace, which might 
have made them wiſe to ſalvation |! | | 
Permit me alſo to obſerve, that ſome who cannot 
find time to ſerve God, can find time to fin : they 
can find time to curſe and ſwear, to talk and {ing 
obſcenely, to be drunken, and to be wanton. Vea, 


ſome of theſe people complain of too much time; 


and therefore they invent amuſements to kill time. 
| ) 


fakes we ſhould forſake Chriſt. 
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O, if the hours that ſome conſume at the-ale-bouſe, 


the fairs and. merry meetings, were ſpent in hearing, 


and reading the word of God, in prayer, and ſinging 


his praiſes, to how. much better account would they 
turn out! 3 r | 
3. The excuſe of a third perſon was, have mar- 
ried a wife, and therefore I cannot come, Here is an 
excuſe of another kind, which takes in too great a 


regard to creatures, too much fondneſs for domeſtic 


enjoyments, and the pleaſares of this life. It was a 
very weak excuſe ; for though he had married a wife, 


- he might * have left her for a few hours, with- 
out a breach of proper affection; or he might have 


taken her with him to ſuch a great feaſt as this, 


where ſo many were bidden, and none forbidden; or 
he might have gone alone, if he could not perſuade 


her to go with him. How many periſh by the un- 


lawful uſe of lawful things, and undue regard to car- 
nal relations! Huſbatids' and wives, who ought to 
help each other in the great concerns of ſalvation, 


are often deadly hindrances ; and will reproach each 
other to all eternity for being ſuch. Thus Adam 
ruined himſelf and all his poſterity. by carnal fond- 
neſs, and loving the creature more than the Creator. 
Let married perſons be on their guard; and remem- 
ber that not only houſes and lands, but wives too, 
muſt ſometimes be forſaken, . rather than fot their 
All theſe excuſes were, as you ſee, frivolous and 
fooliſh; they were all of a worldly kind; and in- 
deed it is the world, in ſome form or other, that 
proves the great hindrance of men's ſalvation, * But 
there are many other excuſes which people are apt to 
make, equally abſurd. I ſhall proceed to notice ſome. 
FREE . 
Religion, ſays one, is'a hard and difficult thing; 
hard to under/tand, and difficult to practiſe. I anſwer, .. 
Ii it neceſſary? Chriſt ſays, it is the ons thing neceſ- 
.f. > TT 
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ſary. It is juſt as neceſſary as ſalvation is. And do 
| you odject to every thing neceſſary, becauſe it i; 
diff cult? Do not you find hardſhips in your trade or 
buſineſs? and yet you purſue it. Conſider alſo it 
will be much er to bear the torments of hel, 
than to practiſe the daties of religion. A perſon who 


wanted one of the martyrs to recant, ſaid © Life i 


ſweet, and death is bitter.” „ True, faid he, but 
eternal life is ſweeter, and eternal death is more 
bitter.” Will not heaven make amends for all ou 
pains and labours? Do you think there is a. faint in 
- heaven that repents of what he did or ſuffered for 
Chriſt ? but, in fact, true religion is not ſo difficult 
as you may imagine: the path is ſo plain, that © the 
way-faring. man, though a fool, ſhall not err there- 
in;” And Jeſus fays, Take my yoke upon you, 
for my yoke is eaſy, and my burden is light ;” hi 
commands. are not grievous, and grace makes them 
| t. Religion is far from being a gloomy buſ. 
neſs. « Wiſdom's ways are pleaſantneſs, and all her 
paths are peace.” Can it make a man unhappy to 
love God and be loved by him? Is it a gloomy thing 
to be at peace with God, to know that our fins ar: 
pardoned, and to have the earneſt of glory? there 
are joys in religion far beyond any that the world 
can pretend to, and ſuch as wicked men would be 
glad to poſſeſs when they come to lie on a dying bed: 
then is the value of true religion known, when the 
world can afford nd further help. 
5. Some odject, and ſay, Your religious people art 
r after all their pretences, they are like olli 
s. I aniwer by a queſtion— Are they all hypo- 
crites? If fo, then there is no ſuch thing as religiol 
in the world; if fo, the Bible is all a lye, and Chil 
muſt have ſhed his blood in vain; for he died ' 
redeem us from the world, and our vain converſatiot 
in it, and to make us a holy people zealous of god 
works. It is admitted there are fome hypocn 
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and woe be to them | There was a h | 
even among the apoſtles ; but religion did not ceaſe 
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rite, a Judas, 


becauſe of him. If there was not a reality and an 
excellency in religion, there would be no hypocrites; 


if guineas and bank- notes were not valuable, there 


would be no counterfeits; and, I preſume, you do 


not refuſe to take any money, becauſe there is baſe 
coin; nor would you excuſe yourſelf from paying 
your rent to your landlord, becauſe you are afraid of 


taking bad money. If there are hypocrites, as you 
fay, and we allow, then there is the greater need to 
look to yourſelf, that you are ſincere ; but I greatly 


doubt the ſincerity of thoſe who make this excuſe ; 


and their hearts tell them it will not be admitted at 
the bar of God. Beſides, it is cenſorious and wicked _ 


to judge another man, and to cali him a hypocrite, 


unleſs his life is bad; but, becauſe you can find no 
blemiſh in the life of a truly religious perſon, you 


preſume to ſearch his heart, and call him a hypocrite. 
The truth is, you would be glad to prove him ſuch, 
as an excuſe, for your on want of religion. 


6. Methinks I hear another perſon ſay — I ſee no 
occaſion to make ſo much fuſs about religion. You ſay 
truly; you do not ſee: But your not ſeeing, is a 
proof of nothing but your own blindneſs; a blind 
man ſees nothing. If you examine the word of God, 
you will find the Chriſtian life compared to a War- 
fare; now a foldier's life, in the time of actual ſer- 
vice, is not idle. It is alſo comparge to a race, in 
which great exertion and activity are neceſſary, if 
a man would fo run as to obtain the prize. A Chriſ- 
tian is repreſented in "Scripture as « crucifying the 


old man of fin,” and “ mortifying the deeds of the 


fleſn;“ and can theſe things be done by the floth- 


ful man, who is a ſtranger to zeal himſelf, and hates 
do ſee it in another? Has not God required you to 
love him with all your heart, and all your ſoul, and 
all. your mind, and all your ſtrength; and do you 


know 


. 
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5 r wad Bas does more than this? Let ne 
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One 

vou y it is that you commend induſtry follo 

in worldly buſineſs, and deſpiſe it in religion? If there WI them 
be a hell to avoid, and a heaven to obtain, and ſin w O! 
- ._ deſtroy, and a God to ſerve, and a ſoul to ſave, and 
. why ſhould we not be as earneſt in religion as you even 

are in the world? why ſhould not a Chriſtian love _ 


God as much as you love money, or fin? I knoy 
the anſwer your heart inakes. | 
7. Another cries —71 Hall do as well as my neigh. 
bour : and if I periſh, God help thouſands ! | I reply, 
I you do not better than the thouſands that periſh 
God 1 vou! Jeſus Chriſt has ſaid, « Wide is the 
gate, broad is the way, that leadeth to deſtruc- 


tion, and many there be which go in thereat;“ while 
the narrow way to life is found and trod by few, 
Think not well of your ſtate, becauſe you are like 
others: you have greater cauſe to ſuſpect it. Chriſt's 
.-  Aock is ſmall; but the Devil's herd is large. © The 
whole world,” ſays St. John, © lieth in wickedneſs.” 
Follow not, then, the multitude to do evil, but 
confider their end, and be wiſe, It is a very a. 

fecting and uſeful ſtory that Mr. Baxter relates, in 

his © Call to the Unconverted:“ « I remember,” 

| fays he, a circumſtance that a gentleman told me he 
A faw upon Acham- bridge, over the Severn net 
| Shrewſbury. A man was driving a flock of fat lambs; 
and ſomething meeting them, and hindering ther 
paſſage, one of the lambs leaped on the wall of the 

bridge, and his legs flipping from under him, he fell 

into thee ſtream : the reſt, ſeeing him, did one after 

one, leap over the bridge into the ſtream, and were 

all, or almoſt all, drowned. Thoſe that were behind 

did little know what was become of them that were 

gone before, but thought they might venture to fol- 

low their companions ; but as ſoon as ever they were 

over the wail, and falling headlong, the caſe was 

altered. Even ſo it is with unconverted carnal * 

a * 
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One dieth by them, and pats 3 into hell, and another 
follows the ſame way; yet- they. will go after 
them, becauſe they think not whither they are gone. 
O! but when death hath once opened their eyes, 
and they ſee what is on the other ſide of the wall, 
even in another world, then what would they give 
to be where they were? | Thy 

8. Another objector ſays — But I hope to do better 
than many, for I am not 1 bad a ſinner as ſome. I 
anſwer, You are not to compared with others, 
but with the law of God, which requires perfect 
obedience. Now, compared with this, you will be 
found a ſinner; and it is not being a leſs ſinner than 
another that will ſave you; but faith in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe righteouſneſs is © to and upon 
all that believe in him.” Beſides, the folly of ſuch 
an excuſe is manifeſt ; for, if finding another man 
worſe than one's ſelf would do, then al ſinners might 
eſcape except that one, who is worſt of all. 

9. Perhaps another re will ſay — It is true, I 
am a ſinner bad enough; but I do ſome good things, 
and will not they atone for my fins? St. Paul ſhall an- 
ſwer, (Without ſhedding of blood there is no re- 
miſſion; the works of men were never ap- 
pointed to the office of a Saviour; for “ if righ- 
teouſneſs come by the law, Chriſt is dead in vain.” 
Why do we call Jeſus a Saviour, and yet hope to be 
ſaved by our works? which is to become our own 
Saviour. But the word of God has ſettled this, and 
declares, Eph. ii. 8. © By grace are we ſaved, 
through faith; and that not of ourſelves, it is the 
gift of God; not of works, leſt any man ſhould 
boaſt,” And, to ſay the truth, no man can do works 
good in the ſight of God until he is firſt juſtified by 
faith, for even © the prayer of the. wicked is an abo- 
mination to him; and the thirteenth Article of the 
Church of England truly ſays, that “ Works done 
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before the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpiration of his 
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Spirit, are not pleaſant to God; and we doubt not 
but they have the nature of ſin.” | 
10. Unwilling to humble himſelf, and cry for 
merey, another ſays — 7 am no ſcholar, and God ex. 
s no more than he gives. I anſwer, You may be 
a true Chriſtian, and yet no ſcholar. God has ſent 
you his word, and you can hear it, if _ cannot 
rend it: not to ſay, that ſince Sunday ſchools have 
been ſet up, every perſon almoſt may learn to read 
if he will. But know this, my friends, that ignor- 
ance will excuſe none. Where knowledge is a duty, 
ignorance is a fin. It is not your want of oppor- 
- tunity to know the Goſpel, but your want of incli- 
nation to it, that keeps you ignorant. You take Will ; 
pains to know how you may get food and raiment, muſt 
or charity; why then remain contentedly ignorant of WW the 
« the things which belong to your everlaſting peace?” dure 
Iſa. xxvii. 11. 2 Theſſ. i. 8. | 
11. Another perſon, advanced in years, ſays— WW was 
am too old to change my religion. What do you call WW the p 
religion? Is it a ſet of notions: and ceremonies? h his | 
it an attachment to certain miniſters and buildings? Thu 
This is not- religion. Religion is the devotedneſs of well 
the heart to God; and without this the moſt pom- holin 
pous forms are of no avail. Nicodemus was an od and | 
man when he came to Chriſt, who ſaid to him, as we of de 
ay to you, © Except a man be born again, he can- ſpair 
not ſee the kingdom of God.” In a word, if your 
religion has not changed you, it is high time 00 
change your religion. 
12. Methinks I hear another ſay, — / intend to bt Ti 
better at ſome future time. So did Felix, who trem- excul 
| bled when Paul preached, and ſaid to him, When Wl neſs 
J have a convenient ſeaſon, I will call for thee ;” but and f 
that ſeaſon never came. Hell is paved with goo 
intentions. Should you die in your fins, which God and | 
forbid! out of your own mouth will you be con- necei 
demned; for you are forced to admit that all oy 
2 | ' Tignt; 
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icht; and yet you venture to go on in fin, thou 
1 not what a day may bring forth. Golto 
the ſick and dying bed of a neighbour, and hear him 
:roan and complain of an aching head and a ſick 
2 obſerve his ſhaking hand and diſordered 
Iſe ; the rattling throat, the convulſed limbs, and 
cold ſweat; and ſay, is this a time for repent- 
ance? Are theſe poor dregs of life all you ſhould 
offer to God? O be wiſer; nor leave the ſervice 
of God, or the ſalvation of your ſoul, to ſo improper 
a ſeaſon, St A 8 
But, after all, the true reaſon remains untold. — 
May not all your excuſes be ſummed up in this one? 
I love fin and cannot part with it; but obſerve, 
you muſt part with ſin, or part with heaven. You 
muſt turn or burn. And are you content to enjoy 
the preſent pleaſures of ſin for a moment, and en- 
dure everlaſting pains, which are their certain conſe- 


-quence? I have read of a man who, by his exceſſes, 


was in danger of loſing his ſight; and being told by 
the phyſician, that he muſt change his courſe or loſe 
his fight, replied, Then farewell dear light!” 


Thus many by 3 in ſin, ſeem to ſay, — Fare- 


well God of mercy, Saviour of ſinners, Spirit of 
holineſs! farewell ye people of God! farewell life 
and happineſs, heaven and glory! and, for the fake 
of dear ſin, welcome devils, welcome darkneſs, de- 
ſpair and miſery for evermore | | 


APPLICATION. 


Thus, firs, we have taken notice of ſome of thoſe 
excuſes which ſinners often make, who love dark- 
neſs rather than light; who follow lying vanities, 
and forſake their own mercies. But it is plain, that 
all theſe excuſes ariſe from the darkneſs, worldlineſs, 
of our fallen nature, and they ſhew the 
neceſſity of having © a new heart and a right TT 
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excuſes will ſcar thoſe who 


now ſatisfy 


c 8 ſaid, none ar hoſe men which 
taſte of my ſupper.”* God forbid 


_ n 
rd . us hr “go out 


« filled. c« Tn his name 
de Goſpel-feaſt. 2 
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coming; nor were any re- 
OG then to Jeſus. © The 
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JOHN vi. 27. | 


Labour not for the meat which periſheth, but for that 
meat which endureth unto everlaſting life, which the 


Son of Man ſhall give unto you. 
WHEN our Saviour had fed five thouſand people - 
with five loaves and two fiſhes, they were fo 

truck with the miracle, that they determined to 

proclaim. him for their king - the Meſſiah. But he 

refuſed their offer, and got out of their way. They 

followed him next day to a great diſtance; but out 

Lord, who knew their hearts, told them plainly 

that they ated from a corrupt principle in following 

him, ver. 26. Jeſus ſaid, 2 , verily, I ſay unto 

you, Ye ſeet me, not becauſe ye ſaw the miracles, but 

berauſe ye did eat of the latves, and were filled. There 

” be a great ſhow of zeal in running after prayers 

and preaching, without a ſpark of grace. Few per- 

ſons ſeek Chriſt for his own ſake, or for ſpiritual 

blefſings* only. Many follow him for loaves,” not for 

love, Let us beware of hypocriſy. "Theſe people 

had come many miles in hopes of another miracle ; 

al their labour in coming fo far was for bread. Now 

Chriſt ſhews them a more excellent way; he puts 

them upon a better plan: be bids them be more mo- 
DERM, XXII, Y ' 'derate 
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derate in their worldly purſuits, and more diligey 


in their heavenly purſuits. But when he ſays, Launer l 
not for the meat which perifheth, you cannot ſuppiſe a in 
that he forbids men to labour in an honeſt way to 0 . 


get their daily bread. No; for God has laid that al, 1 
— on all the children of Adam: In the ſweat if 5 

thy brow Halt thou eat bread; and, He that will u red 
work, neither let him eat. But we are to underſtand j wy 
it comparatively. Labour not for worldly bread in M gul a. 
the firſt and chief place; it muſt not be our princip! 
care and concern; and for this good reaſon—it pe. 
riſheth ; not only our neceſſary food, but the wealth, 
honour, and pleaſure of the world, which men hun. 
ger for, like meat, periſh ; they perifty in the uſing, 
and they who uſe them muſt, ſoon periſh in the grave, 
This ſhews the folly of being too eager in the pur. 
ſuit of them; and at the ſame time ſhould put u 
upon the greateſt diligence in ſeeking for the fool 
of our immortal ſouls, even Chriſt himſelf, who is 


the bread of life, as he largely ſhews in this chapter. "Ro 
Nov, to help you in doing this, we ſhall, in. the 
I. Conſider Jesvs CgR18T. under the emblem of Wl plant, 
- Food; and, | | his fot 
II. Enquire into the nature of that LABOUR which mater; 
is here recommended in order to · obtain it. can gin 
J. Let us conſider Jeſus Chriſt under the emblen WM we eat 
of Food. As we cannot underſtand any thing that 5M the bre 
ſpiritual, but as it is compared to ſomething that bis 80 
natural, God. is pleaſed in his word to uſe many m. oift !” 
litudes, whereby to ſet forth the excellencies of tè 1{rael | 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and recommend him to us. Hen Wi for tb. 
he is called a Sun, to ſignify Light; a Rock, to ſg : braven 
nify Support; a Refuge, to ſignify Safety; and hen ; 


he compares himſelf to Fogd. And this way of teach. 
ing, not only helps us to underſtand ſpiritual things 
but it ſerves to-put us in mind of them; ſo thi 
when we ſee the ſun, it may remind us of Chet 
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cor lizht3 and when we take our meat, it may put 
us in mind of Jeſus, the meat which endureth to 
vay w eternal life. This is a part of that ſpiritual minded- 
1 neſs, which to enjoy, is life and peace. A few parti- 
veat f culars will convince you how properly Chriſt is com- 
"ill ug pared to food. _— 1 WT 
rſtand 1. Becauſe Chriſt is as neceſſary to the life of the 
cad in WW ul as meat is to the ſupport of the body. You 
ncipa N rnow God has ſo formed our bodies, that we cannot 
it pe. i live long without food. Chriſt is no leſs neceſſary 
realth, BN for the ſoul ; fo it is written in this chapter, ver. 33, 
hun- Fir the bread of God is he which cometh down from 
uling, Wi heaven, and giveth life to the world; and again, ver. 
grave. 25, 1 am the bread of life; and ver. 51, H any man 
pur. eat of his bread, he ſbull live for ever. The fame is 
ut u aſſerted again and again throughout the chapter; the 
e fool WY whole of which you will do well to read when you 
zho ls £0 home. | 
apt" 2. All kinds of food are the gift of God; no man 
in the world can make any thing eatable. Man can 
plant, and ſow, and rear cattle; he can alſo cook 
his food with endleſs variety, when he has got the 
materials; but he can make none of them. No man 
can give life to a plant, or to a beaſt. Every thing 
we eat is the gift of a good God. Juſt ſo, Chriſt, 
the bread of life, is the gift of God. ©« God gave 
bis Son.“ „ Bleſſed be God for his unſpeakable 
gift!” The manna that God ſent down to feed 
Mrael in the Wilderneſs, was a lively type of Jeſus; 
for the bread of God is he which cometh down from 
heaven, ver. 33. 
3. Moſt kinds of food are prepared for our uſe by 
fre. So Chriſt, as our facrifice,, endured, in the 
garden and on the croſs, the dreadful wrath of God, 
as © a conſuming fire.” This was ſet forth in a 
lively: manner by the ſacrifices of old, which were 
burnt on the altar, which repreſented that Chriſt 
Y 3 was 
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was to be conſumed by the flames of his love for his 
Father and his elect, and at the fame time by the 
flames of the divine wrath againſt ſin, which he bad 
undertaken to bear. But the Paſchal-lamb was not 
wholly conſumed ; after it was roaſted with fire, it 
was eaten by the ancient believers; the fame ſacri. 
fice which procured their ſafety became their food; 
and thus it is with us, if by faith we feed upon Chriſt 
crucihed. And this leads to another remark. 
4. Food muſt be actually received, eaten, and di- 
peſted, in order to ſupport life. It is not hearing of 
food, nor ſeeing it, nor fmelling it, that will ſatisfy 
hunger or nouriſn the body; nor will merely hear- 
ing of Chriſt, nor attending ordinances, nor par- 
taking of ſacraments, nouriſh the ſoul unto eternal 
life. By true faith, every believer receives Chriſt 
for himſelf, depends upon him for his own falvation, 
and feeds upon him in his heart with thankſgiving, 
This eating is abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation, as 
Chriſt declares, ver. 53. Verih, verily, I ſay unt 


you, except ye eat the fleſh of the Son of Man, ye haut 
wo life in you. | ; 
5. There is pleaſure and delight in the reception 


of food, if perſons are in health; and ſo there is in 


1 Chriſt by faith. But then there muſt 


ſpiritual health. and appetite. The diſordered 
ftomach of a fick man © loatheth dainty meat ;” and 
there are. thoſe who abhor- the doctrine of ſalvation 
by Chriſt: but the man who is alive to God; who 
hungers and thirſts after righteouſneſs, finds ſweet 
and heavenly delight in partaking of Chriſt and his 
benefits. His love, his grace, his blood, his righ- 
teouſneſs, his interceſſion, his glory, are ſweeter to 
the taſte than honey to the palate. He ſits down to 
the GoſpeÞtable, and finds there a feaſt of fat things 
full of marrow, and can ſay with the ſpouſe in the 
Canticles, & ſat under his ſhadow with great de- 
light, and his fruit was ſweet to my taſte.” 6. 1 
| We 
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r his 6. We may remark that, when Chriſt is compared 
to food, it intimates the conftancy with which be- 
e had levers muſt make uſe of him. Many of the buſi- 
s not neſſes and pleaſures of life are occaſional only; but 
e, it we cannot live without © daily bread.” . Juſt ſo it is 
acri- that © the life we live in the fleſh, muſt be by the 
00d ; faith of the Son of God.“ The juſt ſhall live by 
hriſt his faith; and he who has once “ taſted that the 
Lord Jeſus is gracious, will ſay, © evermore give 
di- me this bread !“ 
g of II. We now proceed to enquire into the nature of 
tisf) chat labour which Chriſt recommends in the text; 
Cats for he not only directed the people to moderate their 
par. worldly purſuits, ſaying, Labour not for the meat 
rnal that periſheth,” but he directed them to employ 
brit themſelves - diligently in the purſuit of heavenly 
lon, things, - as if. he had: ſaid, © Labour for the meat 


ing. which endureth unto eternal life.” But we are not 

a WF to ſuppoſe that any ſort of labour is intended by : 
uni which a ſinner can merit eternal life, or that any di- 
ave ligence in religion will make a man worthy of Chriſt, 


or the mercy of God through him. This is a com- 
mon and very dangerous miſtake; but this would be 
to ſubvert the whole Goſpel, which teaches us that 


uſt «not by works of rigl\teouſnels waich we have done, 
red but « bi grace are we ſaved, through faith; which 
and faith itſelf is “ the gift of God.“ The Lord will 


beat down all human pride, and glorying in elf. 
He alone muſt be exalted in our ſalvation. And it is 


ect evident, from the latter part of the text, that merit is 
M entirely out of the queſtion;. for, of this bread of 
15 


life it is ſaid —wwhich the Son of Mn ſhall. G1we you : 
If then it be given, the labour required cannot be in 
order to merit or purchaſe it. | "5 Fans 
The nature of this labour may be learned from the 
tallowing verſes: the people aſked our Lord wiat it 
| d 4 3 n Was. 


* W % - 


0 CHRIST THE BREAD. or LIFE, &c. 


was. What 
God? They wanted to know. whether he required 


any other works than Moſes did: they thought ſome- 


thing very great was neceſſary, which they called 
4 the works of God;” and they ſeemed to think 
that by ſome of their good deeds they might merit 
this bread. Now obſerve Chriſt's plain anſwer. Thi 
is the work of God, that ye believe on him. whom he hath 
ſent —< This is the great duty which is neceſſary to 
the acceptance of your perſons and your works; this 
is what God commands, approves, and is the Au- 


thor of; namely, that ye receive me, and reſt your 


ſouls on me for ſalvation, as appointed of the Father 
for that purpoſe, and plainly authorized and approved 
dy the miracles I have wrought.” 

Faru, then, is the work intended. Believing in 
Chriſt is that labour which he recommends to us, in 
order to our living upon this heavenly food. You 
will aſk — What is faith? I anſwer, in the words of 
the late Reverend Mr. Romaine : © Faith ſignifies the 
believing the word of God. It relates to ſome word 
ſpoken, or to ſome promiſe made by him, and it ex- 
preſſes the belief which a perſon who hears it has of 
its being true. He aſſents to it, relies upon. it, and. 
acts accordingly. This is faith.” We are to believe 
all that the word of God declares; but faith, as 
connected with ſalvation, chiefly relates to the di- 
vine teſtimony, or record of Chriſt, concerning Jeſus 
Chriſt. All faith relates to ſome teſtimony, human 
or divine. Naw, faith. St. John, if we receive the wit- 
neſs (or teſtimony) of men, the witneſs (or teſtimony) 
of God is greater : for this is the witneſs (or teſtimony) 
which he hath teſtified of his Son. He that believeih an 
the Son of God bath the witneſs; that is, the teſtimony 
of Chriſt in himſelf, in his own mind or conſcience: 
he that believeth not God, hath made him a liar, le- 


cauſe he believeth not the record that Gd gave Som 
+ os | | hs 


ſhall we da that we may work the work; 7 
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dym And this is the record; that God hath given to us 
eternal life ; and this life is in the Son, 1 John v. 9 
—11.. The Holy Spirit enlightens the mind into the 
true meaning of this bleſſed teſtimony; and the be- 
liever is perſuaded of its truth, excellence and ever- 
laſting importance. He aſſents to it as true. He de- 
lights in it as good, and reſts his eternal all on this 
foundation; expecting that God, who is faithful to 
his promiſe, will not ſuffer him to periſh, but give 
him eternal life. Or, as the renowned Witſius ex- 
preſſes it, © As faith is an aſſent given to the divine 
truth, it includes in it the acceptance of the benefit 
offered by. the covenant of grace, Here is my Son, 
fays God, and: ſalvation in him: I offer him to who- 
ever deſires him, and believes that he ſhall. find his. 
ſalvation in him. Who deſires him? Who believes 
this? I do, ſays the believer; Lgreatly long for him: 
[ believe my ſalvation to be laid up in him: I take 
him as thus offered to me. Be it ſo, ſaith the Lord.“ 
Perhaps you will now aſk. me, But why is this. 
called labour? Is there any difficulty in. all this: 
Yes; much every day: for, e 
1. Believing in Chriſt alone for ſalvation, is quite 
foreign to the notions of men by. nature, and quite 
contrary to the terms of the covenant of works, 
which all natural men are under, and to which even 
awakened ſinners are much inclined. St. Paul la- 
ments the ſtate of the Jews, who, © being ignorant 
of God's righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh 
their own righteouſneſs, would not ſubmit themſelves 
to the righteouſneſs of God.” Rom. x. 3. They 
ſought righteouſneſs by their works, © they ſtumbled 


at that itumbling-ſtone.” Rom. ix. 32. Now it is 


one of the hardeſt things in the world to bring off a. 
moral devout man from dependence on his good works, 
to truſt his ſalvation on Chriſt alone : therefore is 
believing called: a labour. 05 
| 2.. There 
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2. There are many other people who think that 
believing in Chriſt for ſalvation is too eaſy, cheap, 
and common a thing; they would rather do ſome 
hard and difficult taſk: fomething that looks great 
and meritorious; ſuch as building a church or an 
hoſpital ; giving a great deal to the poor, or wear- 
ing ſackcloth, or living im a monaſtery, or going a 
. pilgrimage. There have been . that have 
walked with ſpikes in their ſhoes, and others who 
have burnt their children in the fire to appeaſe their 
gods. But only to believe in Chriſt ſeems too ſimple 
and eaſy a thing, and on that very account it is hard 
to them. Thus we read in the Old Teſtament of 2 
Syrian general who had the leproſy, and went a long 
journey to be cured by Eliſha the prophet. When this 
eat mam came to the door; the prophet ſent out a 
meſſenger, defiring him to waſh in the river Jordan, 
aud he ſhould be healed. This you will ſay was an 
eaſy thing. So it was; but that very circumſtance 
made it hard, for it put the great man in a rage. 


> 2a thought, ſaid he, that he would ſurely come out 


to me and ſtand, and call upon his God, and ſtrike his 
hand over the place; ſo he went away in a paſſion, 
But one of his ſervants wiſely faid, „If the propher 
had bid thee do ſome great thing, wouldeſt thou not 
have done it? How much rather then, when he faith 
to thee, waſh and be clean.” He took the hint, and 

was perfectly healed. 1 Kings v. h 
3. Another thing makes believing a labour. Many 
think that if much ſtreſs is laid upon faith, it will 
make people neglect good works, and ſo be hurtful 
to the intereſt of virtue and morality. Some think 
it is not amiſs to talk of Chriſt and his merits to 
dying people, becauſe they cannot live to abuſe the 
doctrine z but that little ſhould be preached about 
free grace and the blood of Chriſt, left it ſhould lead 
to licentiouſneſs. Alas, for ſuch perſons ! It —_ 
| ent 
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dent they are © the whole, who need not the phyſi- 
cian.” If ever they had bee convinced of fin and led 
to fear the wrath of a juſt and holy God, they would 
gladly fly to the only refuge for a ſinner ; and they 


would know by experience that the Goſpel is as good 


a doctrine to live by, as it is to die by. And indeed 
it is an abominable reproach upon the Holy Goſpel 
to charge it with ſo bad a tendency. In fact, we 
know from the word of God, from experience, and. 
from obſervation, that faith purifies the heart, works 
by love, and produces all the fruits of righteouſneſs- 
and goodneſs. | 

4. But the great thing that makes believing in 
Chriſt ſo laborious is, the aweful view that a con- 
vinced ſinner often has of his guilt. He ſees he has 
broken the law of God, and is expoſed to its dreade- 
ful curſe, He knows the corruption of his nature, 
and the plague of his heart. He feels that his heart 
is deceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked.. 
He ranks himſelf among the chief of ſinners; thinks 


there is not another ſinner in the world ſo bad as. 


himſelf ; he fears there is ſomething ſingular in his 


caſe : perhaps he is ready to fear that he has commit 
ted the unpardonable ſin : he complains that he is be- 


ſet with blaſphemous thoughts: and on all theſe, and 
perhaps on many other accounts, is afraid that there 
is no help for him in God. | Me 

Beſides, the Devil is very buſy with a convinced 
ſinner. He is afraid of loſing a ſubje&; and as it 
was of old with a young man who was coming to. 
Chriſt for bodily cure, while he was yet a coming, 
the Devil threw him down and tare him;“ ſo Satan 
tries all his ſkill, and employs all his agents, to keep. 
the ſoul from Chriſt ; he will oppoſe nothing ſo much 
as his flying to Chriſt, by faith. 


Add to theſe difficulties one more. The convinced 


and enlightened ſou], who is fully perſuaded there 
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is no ſalvation but in Chriſt, is apt to think it would 
be preſumption in him to go to Chriſt, as he is 6 
guilty; ſo filthy, ſo unworthy. He thinks when he 
is more reformed, more —_ humbled, and has: 
obtained more knowledge and ſanctity, then he may 
venture to hope in Chriſt. But this is a great miſtake, 
a hurtful error; it is turning the Goſpel upſide down, 
The ſinner's firſt buſineſs is to fly to Chriſt; to be- 
lieve the record of God concerning him; to believe 
that his blood cleanfeth from all fin; that every com- 
ing ſinner will be welcome; Chriſt caſting out none 
that come to him. 1 £ 
Theſe: conſiderations fully ſliew how” properly our 
bleſſed Lord ſpeaks in the text, LaBoUR for the meat 
whichYeadureth to eternal life. And yet, bleſſed be 
God, who is © the Author and Finiſher of faith ;” he 
can render this eaſy to the ſoul, by tha power of his 
Holy Spirit; for “ he worketh in us both to will and 
| to do according to his good pleaſure.” © Our ſuff- 
ciency,” in this reſpect, © is of God; and hard as 
it may ſeem at firſt; it becomes eaſter as we continue 
in the ſchool of Chriſt, and there “grow in grace, 
| and in the knowledge of Jeſus,” 


APPLICATION. 
1. This ſubject reproves us. So our Lord. intend- 


ed it; fo let-us receive it. How many among us 
labour hard! but what for! A morſe! of bread. 
Six long days in a week are ſpent in toil, to procure 
a-few ſhillings. All*this is right. This is no more 
than what God requires. Si days ſhalt thou la- 
bour, and do all thy work.“ But is this all? Is 
there no concern for the ſoul? Do not think, my” 
dear friend, that labouring for the body will excuſe 

u from “ the one thing needful,” which is the 
care of the ſou!.” Tou muſt mind both worlds; . 


% 
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both will be beſt minded when they are minded to- 
gether. Seek firſt the kingdom of. God, and his 
righteouſneſs, and all theſe things (food and raiment) 
ſhall he added to you.“ Think of the vanity of this 
world. Remember that earthly things periſh in the 
uſing; but Chriſt, the "bread of life, endureth for 
ever; and he that eateth of this bread ſhall never 
die. | i 


2. Do you aſk, How I ſhall get faith? I anſwer, 


It is the gift of God, and is to be ſought for by 
2h 


earneſt prayer, and daily attention to the Goſp 

the word of Faith. Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God. Attend therefore 
where Chriſt is preached. Chriſt's ſheep know his + 
voice; they know it. from a ſtranger's voice. May 
you learn to diſtinguiſh ; and while you liſten to the 
truth, pray earneſtly that the Holy Spirit of truth 
may enlighten your minds, and enable you to mix 


faith with it; ſo ſhall it profit your ſouls, 


3. We may alſo learn from this text that many 
labour in vain, even in religion. They follow after 


righteouſneſs 3 they want to be good, and hope to 


be ſaved; but they attain not their deſires. What 


is the matter? „ They ſeek it not by faith, but, as 


it were, by the works of the law,” Rom. ix, 31. 
Avoid this rock, on which ſo many ſplit ; and re- 
member, that the firſt buſineſs in religion is to be- 
will follow in its due order. | | 
4. To conclude, Have any of you by precious 
faith, received Chriſt? Do you take him as the 
bread of life, the food of poor ſouls? Rejoice then 
in the aſſurance which God gives you of eternal 
life. Thoſe who ate the manna in the Wilderneſs 
all died; but, faith Chriſt, ver. 51, J am the living 
bread which came down from heaven; if any man 
eateth of this bread, he fhall live for ever. I wy 
| eateth 


lieve in Jeſus. Begin with Chriſt, and every thing 


— 
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eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my. blood, hath eternal lit; 


and I will raiſe him up at the lat day. Believe this, 
and be happy)... 
And now, what doth the Lord require of thee, 


happy believer in Jeſus? He requireth thee to walk 


in his ways, and labour in his ſervice. When Elijah 


was ready to ſtarve, the Lord provided food for him: 


he ate and drank, and laid down to reſt. The an- 

gel touched him a ſecond time, and ſaid, „ Ariſe, 
and eat, becauſe the journey is too great for thee, 
And he aroſe, and did eat and drink, and went, in 
the ſtrength of that meat, forty days and forty nights, 
unto the mount of God.” 1 Kings xix. 7, 8. Thus, 
Chriſtian, feed upon Chriſt, © whoſe fleſh is meat 
indeed, and whoſe blood is drink indeed; and in 
the ſtrength derived from Jeſus, thou ſhalt © run 
without wearineſs, and walk without fainting,” till 
thou reach the mountain of God, and fit down at 
the marriage-feaſt of the Lamb. 


* ,.*« Jeſus, we bow before thy feet! 
Thy table is divinely ſtor'd; 
Thy ſacred fleſh our ſovls have ate; 
Tis living bread; we thank thee, Lord! 


« Joy to the Maſter of the feaſt ; 

| His name our ſouls for ever bleſs: 

To God the King, and God the Prieſt, 
A loud Hoſanna round the place.“ 
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GIN, that 3 thing Sin, n oon of 
our Saviour's death; and he died, not only to 

fave us from guilt, that we might not be condemned, 
but to ſave us alſo from its power, that it might 
not rule over us. This double benefit of the Re- 
deemer's death us ſignified by the water and the 
blood which iſſued from his pierced ſide; for St. 
John abſerves, 1 John v. 6, 4 This is he that eame - 
by water and blood, even. Jeſus Wer not by water 
only, but by water and blood.” the yn wage are 
juſtified from the guilt of ſin; by the water, ou 
luted nature is puriſied. Thus is — e Sa | 
viour. Both theſe are equafly neceſſary; and what 
God bas joined together, let no man put afunder ; for 

as they were united in the. Redeemer's deſi 

ſo are they united in the experience of all » | 
believe. Whien a ſinner awakened bas . 
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thou have me to do? No natural man ſays fo; only 


- 0 A. SINNER, CHANGED, BY GRACE. 


to Chriſt for won then he alſo feels an earneſt d. 
ire for this Seeed *benefit of his death, a deliver. 
ance from the power of fin. So St. Peter teaches 
us in this chapter, , 1. Foraſmuch then as Ghrif 
hath ſuffered Far ut i "the fleſh, arm yourſelves lil. 
' wiſe with the ſame. mind; that is, all Chriſtians ſhoult 
be armed with the une reſdlution againſt ſin and 
for holinefs, as Chriſt was. But Chriſt having (uf. 
- fered in the fleſh for ſin, lived in the ſpirit unto Gog; 
therefore ſhould we alſo ceaſe from fin, and live no 
more to the - of of men, but to the will of God; for, 
| le, e the time” paſt of our life may 
ſuffice.” Yes, we have had enough, and too much 
of fin; it. has taken up too. much of our time and 
jon; hencefo orth may we live to God. In theſe 
uſeful words we have the four followin things: 
0 The. walk of natural man deſcribed, 


I. The Steat c e Wa makes in ſuch a 


| 21. The Wai of that change: and, 


IV. The uſage which A perian may ex. 
r World. 

I. The walk of a; natural man deſerided—H 
_ the will of the do and /ives in fin. It is 
not certain whether St. Peter wrote this epiſtle to 
the Jews only, or to Gentiles alſo; nor is it of any 
conſequence. to us; for there is no great difference 
between a carnal Jew, a carnal Gentile, or a carnal 
Chriſtian. All unconverted people live according 
to the will of God. The will of God is the proper 
rule of out actions; but who enquires after this! 
Who ſays, with converted Saul, Lord, what wilt 


thoſe who, like Saul, & are converted to God. And 

here is the grand difference between real Chriſtian: 

_ all other people. The latter wall according ts 
; the former according to the ſpirit , tor, u 


largely ſhews in the * n —_ 
| ; 
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tiny that are after the fleſb ds mind the things of the 
b; but they" that are after the ſpirit the things of 
the ſpirit. And what are all the thoughts, words, 
deſires, purſuits, and delights of carnal men about, 
but ſomething of a fleſhly kind: they have no know- 
ledge of, no care for, no delight in any thing that is 
iritual- or heavenly, nor cn they, while in that 
te; for as our Lord fays, John iii. 6, That which 
is born of the fleſh' is fleſh; and that which is born of 
the ſpirit is ſpirits Till a man is born again, he 
works the will of the Gentiles ;* he walks according 
to the fleſh/ The Lord, in his mercy,” diſcover to 
thoſe who are in this ſtate the danger of it, and de- 
liver them out of it by his changing grace! 
Obſerve in the text, the readineſs with which men 
fin, they vum to it, it is their delight; their feet are 
ſwift to do evil; while to every thing good they are 
dull and flow; Obſerve alſd, that men ſin in com- 
pany, and encourage each other in ſim: „they think 
it ſtrange that ye run not with then.” Adam fell in 
company, and for the fake of company; and all his 


children are not only corrupt; but corrupters; be- 


ware then of © evil communications, which corrupt 
good manners, and take the wiſe man's advice, 


My fon, if ſinners entice thee, conſent thou not.“ 


Remark likewiſe the conffancy with which men ſin; 
they „ wrought the will of the Gentiles; they 
worked at fin as a man works at his trade, not occa- 
honally,” but daily. Hence ſinners are called workers 
of iniquity, and as ſuch, ſentenced by Chrift the Judge, 
to eternal miſery. i e 
Let us now take notice of the particulars of this 
wicked. courſe. Laſciviouſneſs is firſt mentioned. 
This means wantonnefs expreſſed in looks, words, 
and actions. Lui, or criminal deſires and purſuits. 
after unlawful embraces. Exc of wine; that is, 
mmnoderate drinking of any ſtrong liquors. Revel- 
lings and Banquetings, feaſting with ſongs and mu- 

| 22 8 fic, 
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fic, including the amuſements of the play-houſe, and 
fmilar diverſions, which are Satan's traps to catch 
unwary ſouls, Abominable idolatries, or the worſhip 
of idols, which, is an abominable affront to the only 
living and true God; and which was generally at. 
tended with abominable lewdneſs and drunkenneſs, and 
other vices. . Theſe were the practices of the hea. 
then; and are they not alſo. the practices of many 
called Chriſtians? Is there not in every place ſome 
perſons who run to this exceſs of riot. O, that ſuch 
may ſee the error of their ways, and cry to the Lord 
for his mercy. and grace! And this is next to be 


1 


conſidered. © Ys LO + Bag | : . 

II. The great change that the grace of God males in 
natural man. a 
Tbe change we mean is far more than the mere 
refermation ot a ſinner's life; it is an inward, ſuper- 
natural change, wrought by the Spirit of God, and 
by means of the Goſpel of Chriſt. So we read, ver. 
6. of this. chapter, For. this cauſe wes the Goſpel 

: auen alſa ta them that are dead; that is, to thoſe 

believers Who were dead when St. Peter wrote, as 
well as to thoſe who were then living: that they 
might be judged according to men in the fleſh; that they 

might judge and condemn. themſelves for their fleſhly 

and OED hone carnal appetites; and ſo be 

dead: to fin, but liue according to God in the Spirit; 

that being quickened from the death of fin to the life 

of. righteouine(s, they might, being helped by the 

Spirit, be conformed. to the will of God, and do 
thoſe things which are pleaſing in his fight. 

It is by the preaching of the Goſpel that ts 
change is generally effected; for it is the Goſpel only 

which is © the power of God to ſalvation.” This is 
God's mighty inſtrument. for © pulling down the 
ſtrong holds of the devil;“ for © opening men's eyes, 
and turning them from darkneſs unto light, and from 
the power of Satan unta God.” Th 
p | : E 
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Fn The- finner is uſually firſt alarmed by the Law, as d 


contained in the ten commandments. If his eyes 
are opened by the Spirit of God, he ſees that © the 
law is ſpiritual,” and reaches to the ſecret thoughts 
of his heart; and that -having broken the law, he is 
under its curſe. Thus, though before he was “ alive 
without the law, the commandment comes with 

power to his conſcience, fin revives, and he dies; 
that is, he now ſees he is a dead man in law; juſtly 
condemned to eternal death on account of his fins. 

But the law alone is inſufficient to deſtroy the 
power of ſin. The Goſpel is the inſtrument employ- 
ed by the Holy Spirit for this purpoſe. | Sin never 
appears to the believer ſo ſinful as when he beholds 
Chriſt crucified for it. Jeſus Chriſt, as crucified for 
ſin, was the grand ſubject of 
The firſt miniſters of Chriſt © determined to know 
nothing among the people but Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
ctucifted.” And O, how -glorious were the tri- 
-umphs of the croſs! It was this which ſubdued the 
hearts of poor, wretched, beaſtly, deviliſh men, 


among the heathen. "Thoſe who had wallowed in the 


filth of ſin, and reduced human nature to the moſt 
\degraded ſtate, became holy, humble, chaſte, - tempe- 
rate, honeſt, -pious, Romy uſeful men. This it 
was that changed St. Paul from a bloody perſecutor . 
of the ſaints to a humble diſciple and flaming preacher. ' 
of Chriſt, So he ſays, Gal. vi. 14, God forbid 
that I ſhould glory, fave in the croſs of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by whom the world is crucified unto me, 
and J unto the world.” So that every believer may 
fay and ſing, ops 2 ' | 5 | 

It was the fight of thy dear croſs _ - 

Firſt wean'd my heart from earthly things, 
And taught me to eſteem as droſs __. 

The mirth of fools and pomp of kings.” 

And this ſhews that the very falt buſineſs of a con- 


vinced ſinner, who © 5 and thirſts after 
5 5 3 


righteouſneſs 


apoſtolic preaching. 


- : 
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Mi fs,” is to come to Chriſt. . We have 0 tole 
ſtrength and ability in ourſelves, by nature, to be. of! 
come holy and ſubdue our fins; we muſt begin to 8 

hre to God in a new way, by faith in Chriſt. The ſaid 
efforts of à natural man towards holineſs are al ye 4 
ced and unnatural; we muſt have a new nature Wh 

new powers; and theſe we can have only in and forn 

n Chriſt, and by virtue of union to him, through Wl We 
faith. Chriſt dwells in the hearts of. believers, and chic 
dwell in him. They are «© members of his fruit 

y, and are ſo joined to him as to become one 6.3 
irit.” They are branches of Chriſt the tree; ſe- me 
parate from him they can do nothing; but from 8 


union to him proceed all their good works, and ſin- 
dere ble obedience. Thus the foul is brought 
- to cleave to Chriſt with purpoſe of heart, to hate 
> every falſe way, and to deny ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in 
this preſent evil world. This is the great change 

that makes. 17 | 
III. We proceed to ſpeak of the reaſonableneſs if 
- "The. time paſt (ſays our holy apoſtle) the time paſt 
of aur life may 1 us to have wrought the will if 
the "Gentiles. Not as if fin was entitled to any por- 
tion of our ſhort and mortal lives. No. A mo- 
5 ment given to ſin is a moment too much. But it 

2 may-well be faid the time paſt may ſuffice; for 

Sin is a- dreadful waſte of preciqus time. Life is 
very ſhort. Time flies on ſwift wings; and when 
once is gone for ever. We can never recall 
a loſt hour. And yet, how is time ſquandered away 
O viſit dying beds, to learn the value of time. 
What would ſome dying people give for a few weeks, 
or a few hours? There have been inſtances of rich men 
who have offered phyſicians half their eſtates, if they 
could” prolong their lives for a few weeks! And 
what is the worm that never dies,” but the hor- 


rid remorſe of a damned finger, reflecting with in- 
| tolerable 


tolerable anguiſh, 4ipon the Ioß of his time and abuſe 


Were they not attended with remorſe, trouble, mif- 


Am ethers. The Gnner is He ©. the madmam who | 


there are ſouls now in hell who 


' torment; for it is likely they 


* * 
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of his mercies, in a life of fin ! 


Sin is alſo a teſeleſs thing. ba. fruit Had ye 2 


id St. Paul to the converted Romans; what fruit had 
ye then in thoſ things whereof ye are now aſhamed £ 
What profit, honour, or pleaſure did ye find in your 


former ſinful courſes, even while purſuing them ? 


chief, and ſtings of conſcience? And what bitter 
fruits do they produce in reflection: as holy Job ſays, 
Thou writeſt — things againſt me, and makeſt 
me to poſſeſs the ſins of my youth © © + 
Sin is extremely hurtful and dangeraus to ourſelves 


caſteth abroad fire brands, arrrows, and death, and 
faith, Am I not in ſport?“ You would ſhudder to fee 


a child playing with a razor, or with the fire; or 


ſtanding on the brink of a deep precipice at the ſea 
fide! Let ſuch is the ſtate of every man in his fins. 
Such was once our ſtate; and may not the time paſt 
ſuffice to have wrought the will of the fleſh, yea tte 
will of the Devil, who was aiming at our deſtruction? = 
for the end of thoſe things is death; the direct ten- 
dency and due deſert of theſe ſinful practices is nothing 
leſs than death temporal and eternal. How dread- 
fully miſchievous is the {inner to his neighbour! He 
cannot be content to periſh alone. Like the Devil, 
he labours to bring others into the ſame condemna- 
tion with himſelf. He is a ſoul- murderer. What a 
melancholy reflection to a conſiderate: mind- Perhaps 

{ periſhed by my means. 
It was the dread of ſuch a reflection that probably made 
Dives wiſh that a meſſage might be ſent to his five 
brethren, to prevent their coming to the place of 
had been led into fin 
by his infidel counſel and wicked example; and he 
knew that if they came there, they would upbraid 
him as. the author of their ruin. Now ſurely the 
| time 
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time paſt may ſuffice to have been ſo hurtful to our. 
It is alſo reaſonable to forſake fin, becauſe it is þ 
->highly- diſhonexrable to the bleſſed God. Surely God 
deſerves to be loved and obeyed: by all his creatures; 
dut ſin is an act of robbery; it; defravds God of his 
juſt rights, and transfers to Satan the obedience due 
to him. It is an act of treaſon and rebellion againſt 
- *he Majeſty of heaven. Vea, it is a kind of atheiſm; 
for in vain we profeſs © to know God, if in works we 
deny him; if we live in fin, we live without a God 
in the world. | 
Grit e. Why de _ —— G0 
| Mon. we ourſelves Chr: 
tian, if — — hn reſemble Chriſt? Wi 
call we him Maſter and Lord, if we do not the things 
which he commands? Were we not baptized unto 
_ Chriſt? And does not our baptiſm ſigniſy “ a death 
unto fin, and a new birth unto righteouſneſs? a 
Tenouncing the world, the fleſh, the devil? To 
be a Chriſtian indeed, is to be a follower of Chriſt, 
to have the ſame mind in us as was in him, and to 
Walk even as he walked; but what a horrid contra- 
diction there is in ſuch names or characters as theſe 
—a drunken Chriſtian—a lying Chriſtian—a lewd 
- Chriſtian—a profane Chriſtian. I remember to have 
read of Alexander the Great, that he had a ſoldier in 
his army of his own name, but underſtanding that he 
was a baſe cowardly fellow, he called him into his 
and reproaching him with his cowardice, 
ſaid, Either change your name, or fight better!“ 
And how properly might the great and holy Re- 
deemer ſay to wicked men, profeſſing to be Chriſti- 
ans, Renounce the name of Chriſtians, or live bet- 
ter! How reaſonable then is it to forſake fin, ſeeing it 
was ſuch a waſte of precious time; ſo uſeleſs, ſo hurt- 
ful to ourſelves and others; ſo diſhonourable to Cod, 
and io. contrary ta our holy profeſſion as — 
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Rather let us obey. the exhortation of St,. Paul, Rom. 
xii. 1. “ I beſeech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies a living 


fcrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reaſonable ſervice" ; it is fit and right, as we are the 
creatures of God, the Author of all our powers, and 
elpecially if we are partakers of his grace and love 


in Chriſt Jeſus “ for of him, and through him, 


and.to him, are all things; to whom be glory for 
ever. Amen! e e 00 
IV. Laſtly, we are to conſider the uſage which a 
changed. perſon may expect to meet with from à wicked 
world: & they think it ſtrange that ye run not with 
them to the ſame exceſs of riot, | ſpeaking evil of 
ou; they wonder what is come to yau, that you 
— ſo ſuddenly forſaken their company, and their 
pleaſures; they cannot account for ſuch a ſt 
alteration, and they deſpiſe. you as ſtiff, unſociable, 
fooliſh creatures, or as mad enthuſiaſts. - 
Now here obſerve, that where ſuch a change as 
this takes place, it is viſible; for if the world did not 
ſee it, they could not hate-it. - And indeed, when 
perſons who have lived in open ſin become ſerious 
and holy, the change cannot be hid. It is ſaid of 
Barnabas, that & when he came to Antioch, and had 


ſeen the grace of God, he was glad : the grace of God, 


as a ſpiritual principle in the heart, cannot be ſeen 
by bodily eyes; but the effects of it in a holy life and 
converſation muſt and will be ſeen. Chriſtians, how- 
ever humbled and retired, are like & a city ſet upon 


A hill, which cannot be hid;” they are like © a candle 


that giveth light unto all that are in the houſe;“ 
and their light muſt ſo ſhine before men, that they 
may ſee their good works, and glorify their Father who 
is in heaven.“ Matt. v. 14, 15, 16. Ves, the change 
we ſpeak of will be obſerved. - Carnal companions 
will be deſerted, places of vain amuſement | forſaken. *' 
No'oath or filthy jeſt, or light expreſſion, will . 
| cee 
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ceed'from the mouth; the places where the goſpel ij 
= will be frequerited, the Sabbath day will be 
carefully kept holy, and the whole behaviour and ap- 
pearance will be fach as become godlineſs. 
This will excite hatred. The carnal mind iz 
_ enmity againſt God,“ and every thing godly and god- 
like. When | God permits, perſecution will fol. 
low; and if this is not public by the magiſtrate 
{which, bleſſed be God, our laws e yet rela- 
tions, friends, and neighbours, ſhew their diſlike. 
«< Every one who is godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer 
periecution ;” ſo the Scripture declares, and fo ſe- 
rous perſons will be ſure to find it. Nor let them 
wonder or be offended at this, for from the begin- 
ung it was ſo. He that was born after the fleſh, 
* him that was born after the Spirit.“ And 
every believer muſt bear the croſs; if not Abel 
crols, yet /aac's3 if not martyrdom, yet mocking, 
_ They think it ftrange, and then ſpeak evil; perhaps 
they will fal mw accuſe you; they will ſay you are 
hypocrites, and take up a profeſſion of 5 r to 
aniwer ſome wicked purpoſes. But be not offended; 
this is rather „a token for good“ on your behalf, 
while, on their's, it is an aweful evidence of their 
Chriſtleſs, dangerous ſtate ; for, as it follows in the 
next verſe, They-ſhall give account ta him that is ready 
fo judge the quick and the dead; they mult anſwer 
for all © their wigodly deeds and hard ſpeeches ;” 
and what will they -anſwer to Jeſus, on whom their 
reproaches fall, when he ſhall ſay, Why perſecute 
ye me? Let perſecutors conſider how they wil 


i APPLICATION. | 

We have conſidered in the firſt place, the walk 
a natural man; and may we not ſay, Lord, what is 
man! What a wretched, fallen, wicked creature is 
man! How is our nature depraved, which inclines 
us to ſuch. a courſe, and what abundant. cauſe W 


F 2 
3 SERMONR XxI II. —- Ar 
* 18 * 1 9 5 


gor mourning and lamentation on this account. And 
fay, my friends, what fort of q walk is urs? Whole 
will do we follow? Is it the will of the. fleſh, or the 
will of God? Which of theſe W Panſat Do 
you conſider in your my walk, Will this action 1 
am going to do, this pleaſure I am going to take, 
pleaſe God or not? Can I aſk his bleſſing upon it? 
Are you not rather led captive by your ſinful paſ- 
fions, your ſenſual "inclinations, and the cuſtom "os 
the world? But you plainly ſee from the text that 
this "m7 ds to deſtruction, and you muſt forſake it 
or per! "I, | 2581 bitt | 
; Len alſo that the commonneſs of fin * no excuſe 
it. The will of the Gentiles, or the way of the 
world is the broad way to ruin. Follow not the mul- 
titude to do evil. Forſake the fooliſh and live. The 
narrow road that leads to heaven has but few travel- 
ers; God grant we may be found among the num 
her | 2x4 \ae 2. g r f * | Lo 1 
From what has been ſaid, the neceſſity af * regenera- 
tion evidently appears. Is the heart of man fo corrupt? 
Is he ſo ſtrongly inclined to the will of the world, 
and the beaſtly luſts of the fleſh, what then can effect 
an entire change and alteration, firſt in the heart, 
and then in the life? ©. Can the Ethiopian change 
his Kin, or the leopard his ſpots ? With man this is 
impoſſible ; but nothing is too hard for the Lord, 
The people to whom St. Peter wrote had felt this 
change, and ſo have thouſands in al! ages. For this 
purpoſe the Lord hath ſent his Goſpel hither. Salva- 
tion has come to this houſe. To you is the word of 
this ſalvation ſent, The Lord open your hearts, as he 
did Lydia's, to attend to the word. hich of you is 
willing to be ſaved; to be faved now; to be ſaved 
from fin; to be ſaved by Jeſus? He is able to fave 
to the uttermoſt: it is his office to fave: it is his 
delight to fave; and therefore he fends us, in his 
name, to invite you to come to him; to beſeech you 
to de reconciled to God. Come, then, — 
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all things are ; "otic o' this hls great and loving 
Saviour, and he will 1 ahh peu | your paſt ſing 
in the fountain of his precious 0 iel and give you a 
new heart, a heart to love him, and walk in his holy 
Pleaſant ways. O, that we could but perſuade you to 
forſake your ſins, and dome to Jeſus for life. But this 
is his work. The Lord make you willing in the 
N of his power. 
"Chriſtians! with what holy ſhame and grief may 
Wo review the former part of! your lives ! "May not 
the time paſt ſiffice to have ande the wil of 
the Geatler? | Did you not live log enough in fin? 
you will ay, Too, too long! O, the vanity of 
childhood and youth! O, miſ-ſpent Sabbaths ! 
wy my youthful wantonnefs, luſts, revellings. I 
look back them with a mixture of ſhame and in- 
"bluſh to lift up my face to a holy God. I 
Saite my breaſt with the e and {ay God be 
> merciful to me a'finner! 
- . Well, God has been merciful to you, 15 not this a 
brand plucked out of the fire? O what debtors are 
we to the free, fovereign, almighty grace of Jeſus. 
You were dead in treſpaſſes 4 ins; you hath he 
and faved by his grace. Such were ſome 
e are-waſhed, but y ye are ſanctified, but 
Le ge. in the name of 50 Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
8 the Spirit of our God.” 1 Cor. vi. 11. 
And now, my friends, what doth the Lord require 
of us? Have we loft ſo much time while we were in 
our fins ; O let us be doubly diligent in future. Let 
us redeem the time, for the days are few and evil. Let 
us be active for God, for our own ſouls, and for others, 
Let us lay ourſelves out for uſefulneſs. And inſtead 
_ of running with the wicked in the ways of fin, let us 
run- with en] hearts in the ways of God, Let us 
- exhort one another daily, and ſo Ich the more, as we 
ſee the day approaching. Let us provoke one another 
to love and to good works. Let us prove our loveto 
Jeſus, our great Deliverer, by holy- obedience aud 


grateful Wy 5 DEGO 


1 


Drives AND agen" ® 3 


ure, er the P 
antes a 1 


LUKE xvi, 31. 


RI mt Moſes and the Prophets Wache wif 
7 47 be 3 one reſe Fw the dead. 5 * 


TERNITY is at hand! Let 1 ke.s wid 


it—A view ſet before us by Jeſus Chriſt him- 


ſelf; by him * who brought life yoo immortality to 
ight,” and who beſt knew how to deſcribe the ſtate 
a faint in heaven and a finner in hell, Our text 
i the cloſe of a parable, deſigned to reprove the Pha- 
riſees, who were covetous and worldly. ' Here we 
have an account of a very wicked man who was 
rich, and of a very good man who was poor. Death 
came and ended Ar the pleaſures of the one, and 
all. the pains of the other. The rich man being in 
hell, defices the poor man may be ſent from heaven 
to —_ his brethren on earth; but he is told in 
theſe words, that if they will not mind their Bible, 
they would mind nothing elſe. This text, my 
2 is choſen on purpoſe to recommend the 
Bible to that you may not neglect the only 
book which, under God, is able to fave your ſouls. 
e read in the 19th verſe — There was a certain 
my man, who was MY in n and fine linen, 
SERM, XXIV, and 


: 


be rich; nor is it a fin for the rich to wear hand. 
——— RR 
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and fared fimpturſy every day. It is not a fin to 


tables: but it is very 
oe rich; -becauſe thoſe who 
are tempted to love the 
ade and to neglect their 


—— — 4 
world too much 


ſouls. A e, and honour, is ſo 


con to 2 life of faith, repentance, and ſelf-de 
— rich men are ſaved. _ 
Ver. 20, 21. And there was a certain beggar, 


named Lazarus, who was laid at his gate Full of fares; 


and defiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell frm 


the rich man's table moreover the dogs came and licked 
hes fores. Learn from this, that we cannot judge of 
an 's ſtate before God, by his circumſtances in 
the preſent world. A wicked man may be very 


proſperous, and a good man may be in great afflic- 


tion. Poor Lazarus was helpleſs indeed, as his name 


ſignifies : it is hard to be poor, but harder ſtill to be 
ſick and poor. Lazarus could not work, or he would 
not have begged. He could not even walk. Some- 
body pl kind enough to bring him to the rich 
man's gate (for there was no pariſh-relief in thoſe 
days) in Fas al he would be obſerved, pitied, and 


relieved. Poor Lazarus was very modeſt and hum- 


ble. A bit of broken meat was all he wanted; but 


this was denied. The wanton pampered dogs came 


and licked his running ſores; which fhews that be 
had not a bit of linen to cover them, and keep them 
from the air; and he was fo whak that he could 


not keep off the dogs, which ſeemed ready to de- 


vour him. | 

What a picture is this of a hard-hearted rich 
man, and a patient beggar! © Dives could not 
plead that he was e by a number of beg - 
gars, for Lazarus was alone; nor that he was un- 
known to him, for he lies at the gate; nor could 


he fay he was idle and might work, for he lay oy | 
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kf on the ground; nor that he wanted a great deah, 
for he would have been contented with crumbs : 
nor that his ſervants took care of him, for not one 
of them relieves him!“ Well! if man will not pity, 
God will. 4.8: Oe. +" 
It came to paſs that the beggar died, and was car- 
ried by angels into Abraham's boſom. * AID 
No doubt, death was welcome to him. H2 had 
nothing in this world to ſet his heart upon: that is 
an advantage which the poor have above the rich. 
Poor Lazarus ſunk at laſt under his heavy burdens. 
his wounds mortified; or he might be 
ſtarved to death. But bleſſed are the dead that die 
in the Lord, they ceaſe from their labours and trou- 


" bles, and are at reſt, Angels, who are miniſtring 


ſpirits to the.” ſaints, carried his departing ſoul to 
glory; where, like an honoured gueſt at a feaſt, he 


, was placed next to the father of the faithful, in whoſe 


ſteps no doubt he had trod, having been a partaker 
of the ſame precious faith in Chriſt, 2 92 

De rich man alſo dies, and was buried. & Riches 
profit not in the day of wrath.” Money will not 


/ bribe death. Dives was bound to the world by a 


thouſand filken cords and golden chains; but death 
broke them all in a moment, and hurried away his 
ilty, unprepared ſoul to the torments of hell. 


What availed his pompous funeral? The pampered 


carcaſe - muſt be the food of worms, while his 


wretched ſpirit is confined in the region bf deſpair. * 
Aud in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and 


feeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus: in his boſom ; 


and be cried: and ſaid, Father Abraham, haue mercy 
en me, and ſend Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of 
bis finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am for- 
mented in this flame. Ver. 23, 24. : 

His eyes, once fixed on earth and earthly things, 
and which were always turned away from God and 
nis word, are now forced to look upward : and the 
2 Oh | A2 2 glimmering 
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— of light only ſerves to diſcover, at 2 
| the happineſs he had loſt by bi 
and the bliſs of that neglected child of Go 


who once lay and periſhed at his gate. hav 

Obſerve. Now he prays. He ſhould have prayed in fl 
on earth, then he would have heen heard. He prays 4 
to a ſaint: he ſhould have prayed to God. He pleads you” 
relation to Abraham, calling him Fatber. Church 1604 


privileges, or relation to pious people, will not fave 
be profalletrs.. He aſks for mercy ; but he aſks 
too late; the door of mercy is tor ever ſhut. He doc 
not expect deliverance, he aſks only a moment's par- 
tial eaſe z but this he afks in vain ; and how juſt it 
is, that he who refuſed a crumb, ſhould be denied 
drop} Obſerve the anſwer— ver. 25. | 
Abraham ſaid, Son, remember that thou in thy lf 
time rectiveaſt thy gaod I and likewiſe Lazarus 
cuil things : aut naw | *. way thou art. 
Mat th en who — weft 
ark this well, you ace Ps in 
cating and drinking, and pu — . Are 
theſe your good Ginge I — portion indeed! 
No inan can have a greater curſe than to be rich and 
take his pleaſure, and enjoy himſelf continually, if 
this be his all; if his heart is ſet on theſe things, 
while he lives in fin, neglects his foul, and is alien- 
ated frotn the life of God. The remembrance of ſuch 
a carnal ſtate, will be the hell of hell. Remorſe tor 
ſuch curſed folly is “the worm that never dies, 
and will add fuel to the fire that ſhall never be 
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_  verty and afflictions. | Thete i 
things. Chriſt alone can ſave us from 
there are many who are miſerable 
miſerable alſo in hell. But Lazarus was 
er and was born of God, Perbaps hi 
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kt Kat to Qu; and lt 
when theit . troud des are 
they learti the'evif of fin in ths evil" of ſuffering, and 
having, no comfort of a \worldly kind, ng comfort 
* the VN e of Chriſt and true r 
fudes alf 15 this, ſaid Abraham, 9 its 4 
you 17 871 is a great "ralph Heu. 2 that they which 
would: paſs from hence” to you cannot; neither can thay: ! 
| ts us, that would come from thente. vet. 26. Awe-- 
2 Now, ſalnts and ſinners meet in the 
ſane church; but the diſtinction wilt ſoon be made, 


kindeſt relation, the deareſt friend, cannot come to 


ſpeak one word of comfort to the loſt ſoul; nor can 


the. priſoner of hell ever make his 3 or obtain 
ele for a-ſingle hour. But though the 


miſeries 
of the damned admit of no relief, "hey are capaile- IS 


of addition. Should their relations come thither, - 
ſeduced to ſin by their counſel or example, it would 
add to their torments. This was what Dives dreaded, - 
and therefore he cries to Abraham; ver. 27, 28. 7 
pray thee, therefore, Father, thut thou wouldeſt fend. 
"= to my father”s-houfe, for I have five brethren, that © 


125 of torment. 
Dives felt the hell which he formerly diſbelie ved. 


He had made a jeſt of hell many a time, and laughed 
at the fears of religious people, and their pains to- 
avoid it. He had taught bis brothers to do the ſame ; 

and encouraged by his example to perſiſt in a ſinful 


courſe, he had reaſon to expect each of them would 


fellow him to hell, accuſe him as their tempter, and 
charge their ruin to him. This, he ben. would - 
increaſe his ſufferings. - 
Let this be a warning 
acquaintance to drunkenneſs, whoredom, diſhoneſty, » 


or other ſims, Great is the guilt of * others t 
# | A2. | | X — ia, i 
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+ your be to RE people gs 


and no more intercourſe be  ſuffered-for ever. The 


may te/fify unte them, . le oft they- alſo come into this 


to thoſe who encourage their : 
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| [ufferer arrives to lay his ruin at et A. 20 
Ver. 29. Abraham ſaith unte him, They have Mie; 
and the drophets ; let them bear them, From this an- 
ſwer it is plain that, in the judgment of Chriſt, there 
was enough in the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament 
to convince men that there is another life after this; 
' a. future. ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, whatever 


ſome pretend to the contrary. It was the privilege 


ame advantage, 


of the Jews to have this teſtimony: it was ſufficient 
for their conviction; and it was, the fin and ruin of 
thoſe who diſregarded it. We, my friends, have the 
and a much greater added to it. We 
have Chriſt, che Evangeliſts, and the Apoſtles; let 
ä . CLARE 
Dives was not ſatisfied with this reply, but faid, 
vef. 30, Nay, Father Abraham, but if one went unto 
them” from the dead, they will repent. He carries with 
him to hell the ſame flight thoughts he had of the 
« Bible when on earth. He preſumes to be wiſer than 
God, and to diftate a more effectual mean of conver- 
Ron than God was pleaſed to appoint. It is as if he 


© -had faid, „They do not mind the Bible; its doc- 


mer knew to. be a 


tines, commands, and threatenings are grown fami- 
Har to them; nay, they make a jelt of it all. But an 
apparition. would ſtartle them 3. if Lazarus, whom 
od man, were to appear to 
them, and tell them how happy he is. in heaven, and 
how miſerable L am in hell, hey would be alarmed, 
converted, and förſake their ſin s. 
_ Obſerve, now, the final. anſwer that Abraham 
gives — If they bear net Moſes and the prophets, nei- 
Ther will they be perſuaded. though one 70 from the 
dead. This anſwer well ſuits the preſent times; 


when many wicked men, with a boldneſs unknown 


— 


in former days, try to rob us of our Bibles, and 


| — cheat us out of eternal life. There is nothing new, 
my kiends, under the ſun, The Devil began bis 


works 


dell for ſinners? 


en .. * 


works of e by, perſuading Eve to diſbelieve 
the word of God. He has carried on his 'murderogs + 
deſigns by the ſame means eyer ſince; and he is 
making a bold puſh by his infamous agents at this 


day, to keep people in their fins, by denying the 


truth of Scxipture, and fo taking away all motives to 
true religion, ariſing from the hope enen or the 
Conſider for a moment what the Scriptures teſtify 
— we ſhould receive their teſtimony, and — 
that if their teſtimony is rejected, no other would be 


The Scriptures _ teſtify that the ſoul of 
man does not die with the body — that there is a 


lorious heaven, and a dreadful hell. It ſeems 
Dives laughed at all this; perhaps - you do. 
Certainly he did not believe it, or why ſhauld Laza- 
rus be ſent to certify it to his brethren? Had he be- 
leved it, he would have led a very different life: he 
would not have lived a life of luxury, but a life of 
felf-denial and holineſs; nor could he have been fo 
hard-hearted to the poor. Do we believe taere is a 
| e ſhall fly from the wrath to 
come. Do we believe there is a heaven. for the 
people of God? We ſhall ſtrive to enter in. Let our 
practice, firs, prove whether we are believers or in- 
fidels. . Where there is faith there muſt be. works. 
All the reſt is hypocriſy: A 
The Scriptures allo teſtify that all mankind are, by 
the fall of Adam, in a polluted. apoſtate ſtate : guilty 
before God, and. expoſed to his dreadful anger. But 
they alſo teſtify that God his fo loved the world as 
to ſend his Son to be a Saviour — to fatisfy di- 
vine juſtice by ſhedding his blood; and that he has 
ſent his Spirit alſo to renew by his grace the hearts 
of men, and make them new creatures: and that 
whoſoever | believes in the Son of God, ſhall not 


beriſn in hell, but be Javed. from fin and brought to 


glory. 
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"IF re f 1 
go Is, Mrs oo a ings" e Sexſprures tec, 
Now, my brethren, if we are ey why we by. 
Keve theſe thirips, we are able to give à reaſon of the 
. that is in us. There is no evidence that ar un- 
iever, like Dives, can now deſire, that has not al. 
ready panned wary eee God 
wrought many miracles. by Moſes, and more by Jeſus 
Thi, and theſe are more credible than the — 
rition of a deceaſed friend would be. Moſes per. 
formed many miracles in Egypt and the Wildernek; 
for. the truth of which he appeals to the whole mul- 
titude of Iſrael. Now, is it poſſible that a million 
of people could be perſuaded that they ſaw and 
Heard things which they did not fee nor hear? 
> Would they not have contradifted- him? Could 
- - "They, for inſtance, have believed that they had 
ed through the Red Sea, and that they had ſub- 
fiſted upon manna, in a miraculous manner, for 
years, and that their garments had not worn 

_ if no ſuch things had happened? 
ut, not to dwell on Moſes or the prophets, let us 
eonſider the wonderful works of Jeſus Chriſt; who, 
by the way, confirms the character of Moſes; ſo 
- that the character of Moſes and of Chriſt muſt ſtand 
or fall together. 3 1 | 
Jeſus Chrift * to his miracles for the proof 
of his miſſion. Lo the diſciples of John, who en- 
cuired whether he were the true Meſſiah: or not, he 
Bid, 4 Go and ſhew John again thoſe things which 
ye do hear and fee:. the blind receive their ſight, 
and the lame walk, the lepers ire cleanſed, and the 
deaf hear, the dead are raiſed up, and the poor 
have the goſpel preached to them.” Matt. xi. 4, 5- 
Al theſe things are truly miraculous, and ſuch as 
Divine. Power alone is. able to -perform ;- but they 


. 


were perfectly eaſy to him, and they fully proved 
his divine authority. Theſe things weed not done 
- - m 


Nö XXIV. 9 
1 4 corner; 7 were done openty, and ſome of 
them before thouſands of witneſſes. His great ene - 
mies, the Jews, could not, did not, deny them ; 
they only wiokedly” aſcribed them to the power 
the Devil. The Evangeliſts wrote an account of 
theſe (miracles in the very c where they were 
performed, and near the time; fo that if they had 
bor been done, thouſands would have riſen up and 
ppa- Wl contradicted their teſtimony. The apoſtles went 
per- ſorth into various countries ties predidling the goſpel of 
nes; WW Chriſt, and confirming its truth by their miraculous 
mul. works; and ſurely they cannot be accuſed of prieſt- 
lion WI craft.” Did not - Bu as well as the prophets, for- 
aid WI feit the eſteem of men, and endure great hardmips, 
ear? even death itſelf? And was not thetr whote con- 
ould duct an evidence of their ſincerity? 
had But our faith does not reſt only on the wänden. 
ſub- Prophecy, or predicting events long before they 
for happened, is a _ . — ſtrong. We could 
om Wl give many le proofs of this kind, but 
our limits forbid. 

The excellent effect of the Chriſtian religion, 
whereever it is truly received, is another argument 
in its favour. We daily ſee, that by the preaching 
of the goſpel, ſinners are converted to God; that bad 
men are made good men; they become © new crea- 
tures,” as the Scripture calls them. So it was at the 
rſt; ſome of the greateſt perſecutors became Chriſ- 
tians, and whole nations forſook their idols; and 
thouſands in thoſe nations forſook their deteftable 
practices, and became ſober, juſt, devout, and be- 
— yank Now, this is a . e miracle; we 

it wrought to this day. a give 
friends, 6:, ie the power of Jivine truth og T4 
own hearts, and its holy influence upon your tem- 
per and conduct, and then you will bear the witnefs 
« teſtimony in „fp r the truth of ID 


dur friends, whom we know was dead and buried x 
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And now ſay, my friends, if any other, any ney 
teſtimony is wanting to confirm the truth of dent 
ture. Dives wiſhed that a perſon might riſe from 
the dead to convince his brethren ; and perhaps 
there are ſome people in England who would wiſh 
tze ſame. _ Suppoſe God ſhould grant their wiſh, 
Suppoſe that in the ſilent hours of darkneſs ſome- 
thing ſhould appear, ſomething exactly like one of 


month before. Suppoſe he ſhould fay, © I am ſuch 
an one —1 am come to tell you that there is 
holy God — there is a glorious heaven — there is a 
dreadful hell —Forſake your fins, and believe in 
Jeſus, or you will periſh for ever!” What effet 
do you think, ſuch a viſion would have? Probably it 
would frighten you to death; or if you ſurvived 
it, and were deeply impreſſed with it, it is like! 
that the cares and pleaſures of life would wear of | 
the impreſſion in a little time. As to your friends, 
- they; would not believe you; they would try to 
laugh or reaſon. you out of your fancies ; they would 
ay it was a dream, or you were mad; — your 
heart were not chan by grace, you would your- 
ſelf begin to doubt, — N — that. you were jm 
- how or other impoſed upon; ſo would you remain 
juſt what you are, or perhaps become worſe. _. 
But not to argue on ſuppoſitions, let us reſort to 
matter of fact. The experiment has been tried, and 
was ineffectual. You remember to have read, in the 
.11th of John, an account of the reſurrection of ano- 
ther Lazarus, who lived and died at Bethany, about 
two miles from Jeruſalem. Jeſus Chriſt went to his 
tomb, and in the preſence of many people, cried 
* aloud, Lazarus, come forth; the dead heard the 
voice of the Son of God and lived; he that had W t, 2 
been dead four days came forth in his ſhroud, ” 7 
; walke 
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walked home ta his houſe: | This miracle was never 
denied; it was acknowledged and dreaded by the 
chief prieſts and rulers: the neighbours ſaw him, 
conferſed with him, ate and drank: with him; but 
what effect had it? Some indeed believed; others 
turned informers, and went and told his enemies, 
who ſaid, “ this man doth many miracles; if we 
let him alone, all men will believe on him.“ | From: 
that day therefore they ſought to murder him. 80 
that we ſee outward evidence alone, however ſtrong, 
is inſufficient of itſelf to produce faith in the carnal 
Take another inſtance. Our Lord Jeſus often de- 
cared that he. would riſe again upon the third day after 
his dead. The . hour arrived, and behold 
there was a great earthquake, the Saviour roſe, the 
keepers, the ſoldiers, were terrified, they became as 
dead men! But were they converted? No; the 
chief prieſts and elders hired the ſoldiers, who ſaw 
the reſurrection, to tell a lie, and ſay, that while they 
ſlept, the diſciples of Jeſus-ftole him away. — A fool- 
iſh lie it was, for, if they were aſleep, as they pre- 
tended, how could they know: what happened ; and if 
not aſleep, the 1544044; be robbery was impoſſible : but 
it proves that the moſt ſenſible, the moſt aweful evi- 
dence will not convince or convert men, without the 
concurrent operation of the Holy Spirit. In like 
manner, we might ſhew that the moſt ſingular and 
aweful providences, ſuch as the death of near relati- 
ons, and remarkable eſcapes from death, and the moſt . 
dreadful views of eternity, and the moſt ſolemn vows 
and reſolutions made at ſuch times, prove inſufficient 
to make men truly religious. „ 
Let us now hear the concluſion of the whole mat- 
ter. Be thankful for your Bible; prize your Bible, 
read and ſtudy your Bible daily, praying to God to 
dye you his Spirit, that- you may rightly underſtand 
it, and be thereby made wiſe to ſalvation. Nw 
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